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LIFE OF JAMES BEATOE, LL.D. 



. SECTION in^COHTINDED. 



Ian: following letter relates to a plan which 
had been formed by some of Dr Beattie's friends 
here, of publishing the prose-works of Addisoa 
. in a separate collection. The admirers of that 
eminent qioralist, and truly classical writer, had 
long lamented, that, in order to be gratified with 
a perusal of his excellent compositions, they were 
forced to look for them in scattered parts, and in 
separate volumes, l^ere is, indeed, a m^gnifi-> 
cent edition, in quarto, by Baskerrille, of the 
writings of Addison ; but that book cont^ns not 
only hiq prose but his poetic^ pieces ^hich are 



by Google 



LIFE OF BR BEATTIE. 



certainly not the best of his performances ; and 
it is likewise so expensive, as to be above the 
reach of many who would otherwise wish to be 
purchasers ; and who would also be gratified by 
a perusal of some anecdotes of his life not gene- 
rally to be met with. Such a selection, there- 
fore, from his prose-writings only, together with 
a critique ou his style and manner of writing, ■ it 
was thought would be a most acceptable present' 
to the admirers of Addison. Nor did we know 
any one so fit for the task as Dr Beattie, whose 
good taste, added to his enthusiastic admiration 
of that author, whom he had chosen as bis own 
model in composition, qualified him highly for 
such an undertaking. . On its being proposed to 
him, he most cheerfully agreed to set about it 
without delay; and even promised to himself 
much gratification in the execution. 

The original intention was to have published 
the whole of Addison's prose-works, to which Dr 
Beattie proposed to prefix a biographical and cri- 
tical preface, in the latter part of which he meant 
to insert a Critique on the style of Addison, so as 
to have shown its peculiar merits, as well as to 
have pointed out historically the changes which 
tiie English language has undergone from time 
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to time, and the hazard to which it is exposed of 
being debased and corrupted by the innovations 
which have of late years found their way iota 
the style of our best and most esteemed writers. 
Sudi a preface, however, if properly executed, 
he jbund would run the length of half a volume, 
and would require both more time and appllca'- 
tion than the state of his health and other avoca^ 
tions would permit him to bestow upon it. He 
was therefore compelled, though reluctantly, to 
abandon a plan, from the performance of which 
we had looked fosward with such high expecta- 
tions of -intellectual delight. He gave hopes, in- 
deed, that he might resume the design, at some 
future period, of commenting on the prose-wri- 
tings of Addison ; but he did not live to carry it 
into execution. All that he was able to do, 
therefore, on occasion of the republication of these 
periodical papers, (to which were added his * Evi- 
dences of the Christian Religion,') was to subjoin 
Tickell's ' Life of Addison' entire, which, though 
brief, is authentic, and extremely well written, 
together with some extracts from Dr Johnson's 
' Remarks on Addison's Prose.' This Dr Beattic 
has accordingly done; adding a few notes to 
make up for any material deficiency there may be 
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thought to be in HckelFs narmtive, and iUustni- 
ting^ Johnson's critique by a few occaaonal an- 
notations. Slight as those additions are which 
I>T Beattie has made to his stock of materials, 
with which he ori^nally set to work, the admirer 
of Ad^scHi will be much gratified by some new 
information, and to which Dr Beattie has given 
a degree of authenticity, 1^ adhering, even in 
Ibis instancy to his general practice of putdi^ 
hu name to every thing he wrote.* 



LETTER CXCrV. 

DE BEATTIE TO ROBERT ARSUTHNOT, ESQ. 

Aberdeen, ISUi NoTcmber, I78fi, 
*' I mean instantly to set about the preface to 
Addison. I beg you will inform me, whether 
the printing of the edition l>e actually begun, and 
when Mr Creech thinks it will be finished. As 
my pT8&ce will be printed last, it will come in 
good time (I suppose) five or sis months hence. 

* Thii moA wtu priated at Bdinburgb, in fbar volnmet, Sto. 
fpr V^, Creech %ik) J. Sibbald, 1790, 
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I intend to give in it, first, a brief account of Ad- 
dison's life (in which I shall have occasion to 
contradict some of Johnson's remarks) ; and, se* 
condly, a sort of criticism on his writings, parti- 
cularly his prose-style. On this head, it will fell 
in my way to speak of the present rage of inno- 
vation in our language ; a subject which I have 
touched upon in the preface to tlie Scotticisms, but 
which I purpose to consider with some minute- 
ness in the other preface." 



LETTER CXCV. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM: FORBES, 

Aberdeea. 30th November, ]7S6i 
" I am greatly obliged to you, my dear Sir, for 
your very kind letter of the l6thj no part of 
which gave me more pleasure, than the account 
ypu favour me with of yoUr son's proficiency. You 
did very right in sending him to pass som^ months 
in England. At his age it is not so difficult, as 
it comes to be afterwards, to get the better of a 
provincial dialect; and I arti very happy to un* 
derstand that he has acquired so much of the 
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English proDUDciation ; Greek and Latin he had 
in sufficient abundance beibre. It will likewise 
be of singular use to him to have been in a strange 
country for a little time ; for such we may call 
England, notwithstanding we all live under the 
same government ; so very different are the cus- - 
toms and mbdes, both of thinking and speaking, 
from those of Scotland. His passing a few months 
in France next year, will tend still more to his 
improvement, by presenting him with a system 
of manners still more different from those of his 
own country, and by preparing him betimes for 
a correct pronunciation of the French tongue. 
Youth is the best time both for acquiring lan- 
guages, and for getting the better of those na- 
tional prejudices, which are so apt to adhere to 
the mau who has never stirred from home; and 
which are equally unfriendly to Christian charity, 
to true politeness, and, I may add, to the ad- 
vancement of a man's interest even in this world. 
" The opposition, to the projected scheme of 
uniting the colleges is much to be regretted; but, 
as the voice of the country is so clearly on the 
»de of those who favour the union, I would fain 
hope, that in time the opposition may become 
more f^nt, and at last be withdrawn altogether. 
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At present, matters seem to be at a stand. The 
arguments on both sides have beefi prosecuted 
vith a minuteness, and perhaps too with an acri- 
mony, which was unnecessary ; but such thirds 
must always be expected in such cases ; and, were 
an union, after all, to take place, I am persuaded, 
that those altercations would be immediately for^ 
gotten, and that we should be better Iriends than 
ever. Such revolutions happen in love and friend- 
ship ; and why may they not happen in a contest 
like the present? in which, properly speaking, 
there is no hostility; the only thing aimed at, 
being to make both societies more respectable 
than ever they were before, without injury, to 
any private interest whatever. I have the plea- 
sure to inform you, that Marischal College is this 
year more crowded with students, than it has 
been any time these fifty years. Our pubhc hall 
is indeed quite full; so that there is reason ta 
think it was never better filled than at present. 
The other college is not so flourishing. Their 
students are said to be under ninety ; ours to be 
above an hundred and forty, I will not say that 
this account is perfectly exact, but have reason 
to think it h nearly so. 
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" I am just now reading Jjatd H^les's new pet- 
fbrmance against Mr Gibbon. There is much 
learning in it, and great knowledge of the sub- 
ject; but I wish he would make his reasoning a 
little more pointed and popular. He often leaves 
his reader to draw the conclusions from his pre- 
mises ; which is the most inoffensive way of con- 
ducting controversy, but not perhaps the most 
instructive. It gives me also concern to see so 
very able and so learned a writer affect sometimes 
the new-tangled cant style. 

" Your account of Sir J. Reynolds' new pic- 
ture is very entertaining. It is an unpromising 
luhject; but Sir Joshua's- invention will supply 
every thing."* 

* llie Infant-Hercules stran^ng the Seqiesti ; a large pn> 
tnre painted for the late Empress c^ Russia, and now at St Pe- 
tersburgh. It is indeed a wonderfiil efiort of the pencil of that 
great master. The hero himself is represented as a stont, graSt 
chubbed boy, squeezing the animals by the throat, one in each 
hand, nilh the utmost unconcern; while the passion of fear u 
finely expressed in the countenances of the mother and atten- 
dants, and admirably diversified; that of Uie mother being 
■olely for her child, while that of the attendants is evidently 
for themselves. Tireuas stands by, a truly venerable figure : 
and Juno ^>peara in the doudi, anxiously watting the miccqu- 
»f her experiment 
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tETTER CXCVr. 



DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Abenjeet^ 22d January, I7S?. 

" Miss Bowdlers ' Essays'* are just come to 
hand, and give me a very high idea both of the 

* We are informed by a prefatory adTertisemftnt, that then 
' Poems and Essays,' the proddetion of Miss Jane Bowdlcr, 
were written to relieve tfae tedious boars of pain and siclqkess. 
Ta the humble and pidia Christian, who feels the pressure of 
distress, and seeks in religion that support and consolation 
which nothing else can bestow, they present an example of 
patience and resignation, which no sufferings coutd conquer. 
Nor is it the pride of Stoicism th&t these pages exhibit. Th« 
author felt, with the keenest sensibility, the uacommon niisfon- 
tune which coildemned her for ten years in the prime of life to 
constantly increasing sufferings; but she found in the principlw 
which are here laid- down, such motives of consolation, as ren- 
dered her superior to all the sorrows of life, and to the lingering 
tortures of a most painfol death. Of the singular mrait of these 
' Essays,* there can be no higher praise than that of an amiablo 
and excellent moralist, t who has declared, that he considered 
diis performance as a production of inestimable value to every 
reader, who has a taste for elegant composition, or a heart dis- 
posed to profit by wise instruction^ instruction the more forcible, 

f See a letter iwerted soon after the death of Mas IBatrHet, and the 
pritlication of the ' Enaya,' D the ■ Bath Chroakle,' bj William Mel- 
autth, Siq. anllior of the ' Letter) of Sir Thomai FltXMboinc,' Ac Ax, 
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head and of the heart of the excellent author. . 
Such examples of piety and resignation rarely 

as she waa the bright esample of her own excelleot precepts. 
The genuine principles of Christian ethics, imdebased by the 
smallest alloy of bigotry or superstition, are jadiciously pursued 
through their important consequences, and applied with singular 
accuracy to the various purposes of moral agency. The lan- 
guage and the sentiments are level to the most tn-dinary under- 
gtanding, at the same time that the most itigjiwed will fiad much 
to admire in both. 

Miss Bowdler was the eldest daughter of Thomas Bowdler, 
Esq. of Ashley, a gentleman of independent fortune, who, being 
bred to no profession, resided chiefly at Bath, where he gave 
much of his time to study, and the company of men of letters. 
He was a person of great piety and worth; and gave many 
praofs of his singular attention to the strict discharge of religious 
duties. He died at Bath, 2d May, 1785. 

Although Mr Bowdler, from his attachment to books, may in 
some degree be considered as a literary character, he never, as 
far as I know, appeared ia print, like most of his family. Be< 
■ides the amiable sufferer, the author of these ' Essays,' tbeii 
mother, Mrs Bowdler, daughter of Sir John Cotton, was pos- 
sessed of very extraordinary talents. With a great store of 
knowledge, she never uitruded it into conversation, nor made 
any asel<% parade of her superior accomplishments. She 
printed at first anenymoiisly, but since her death they have 
been published by her family with her name, ' Practical Ob< 
servations on the Revelation of St John.' Whatever may be 
thought of Mrs Bowdler'a lucubrations themselves, upon this 
mysterious book, we cannot but be pleased with the practical 
inferences which her work contains. She died at Bath, lOtb 
May, 1797, in her eightieth year. 

Their eldest son, the present Mr Bowdler, a name justly 
respected by every friend of virtue and religion, published, in 
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occur; and the person who publishes them does 
an important service to mankind. The preface 
too, though short, is admirably written, and gives 
such an emphasis to what follows in the book, as 

Ibe year 1797, bd excellent and well-timed pamphlet, in a plain 
and familiar style, entitled, ' Refonn or Ruin,' at a period when, 
our national concerns wore a very gloomy aspect, yet when 
national di«ipation, apparently the certain forerunner of our 
destnictioQ as an empire, seemed arrived at its height.' 

This title of Mr Bowdler's pamphlet deceived many. At the 
time it was published, multiplied pamphlets came out oa tite 
subject of political rtform ; and some people were proliably in- 
duced to peruse this of Mr Bowdler's, who little suspected that 
the 'reform' he recommended was a reformalitm qfmantieri, not 
of the comtitution. 

Mr Thomas Bowdler, the late Mr Bowdler's second son, (the 
gentleman mentioned ia Tte Beattie's letter,) published ' Letters 
written from Holland, 1787, containing a History of the Expe- 
dition into Holland under the Duke of Brunswick, in the year 
1786 :' and Miss Harriet Bowdler has iaatructed the world by 
a volume, published anonymously, of practical ' Sermons on the _ 
Doctrines and Duties of Christianity,' which do equal honour 
to her piety, hei taste, and her knowledge of the human hearty 
and which cannot be caretully perused by any one, without 
exciting in the mind the best and most useful impressions of 
duty. There yet remains to be mentioned another daughter of 
Mr Bowdler, who, though ^e has never published any literary 
woric, possesses a taste and an understanding highly cultivated, 
with powers of epistolary composition, which speak her to bo 
mistress of talents, were she to employ them for the press, by 
no means inferior to those of the other branches of this extraor^ 
dinary tamily. I have long enjoyed the happiness of her clao- 
■ical and instmctive cormpondence. 
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cannot fail to recommend reli^on to the most 
inattentive, if they will only take the trouble to 
read this truly valuable work. I was wonder- 
fully struck and pleased with the beauty and 
proprietyof the motto from Ariosto; audit brings 
tears into my eyes, when I consider it as an apos- 
trophe to a departed saint. I beg you will return 
my most grateful and affectionate acknowledge- 
ments to the lady who honours me with this pre- 
sent, which I Value more than I can express, 
which I trust has already done me good, and 
which I am sure will do me a great deal more, if 
it is not my own fault. I am no stranger to the 
character of this lady's femily, having often heard 
of it from Mrs Montagu. And, if I mistake 
not, a brother of hers once did me the honour 
to sup at my house in Aberdeen, in company with 
Mrs Montagu's nephew, Mr Robinson. He seem- 
ed to be an excellent young man, and I was much 
pleased with his conversation. I should be very 
happy to hear that he is alive and well. 

" I have had two letters lately fivm the Bishop 
«f Chester, in both which he and Mrs Porteus de- 
• sire to be particularly remembered to Lady Forbes 
and you. He informs me, that the subscription 
price of the new edition of Shake^eare, adorned 



b,Googlc 



LITZ OF I>a BEATTIE. 13 

with drawings by the best hands, from designs by 
the best painters, will not be less than one hundred 
■ gjuineas for each copy. At this rate, one shall give 
tl]e price of an ordinary book for a sight of this. 
However, magnificent works of this kind do ho- 
nour to the nation that produces them, and raise 
a laudable emulation among artists, and at the 
samejime serve to give foreigners a high idea of 
■the genius, in honour of whom they are under- 
taken. The French' pique themselves, and very 
justly, on a splendid and el^ant edition of La 
Fonkune's ' Fables,' which is sold for twelve or 
fourteen pounds • but that work will be nothing 
to this. Clarke's edition of ' Cxsar ' was lately 
sold by auction in London for forty-eight pounds: 
it is indeed a most splendid work, and the ' Spec- 
tator' speaks of it as the glory of the British 
press ; but the original price was only twelve 
pounds. The finest copy I ever saw of this edi-t 
tion is ill the Ubraiy at Gordon-Castle." 
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LETTER CXCVII. 

DH BEATTIE TO THE HON. HR BARON GORDON. 

Aberdeen, 5th March, 1787. 

" I am happy to inform you, that on the first 
of March you were unanimously re-elected Lord- 
Rector of Marischal College for the ensuing year. 
Your assessors are also re-elected; and Major 
Mercer is re-elected Dean of Faculty. This mat- 
ter was conducted with the greatest unanimity. 
All the college, students as well as professors, are 
very sensible of the obligations they are under to 
you, for your constant attention to the interests 
of the society. 

*' You are very partial, my dear Sir, to my son's 
little attempt in Latin poetry ; which, however, 
I acknowledge to be rather extraordinary, consi- 
dering his years and opportunities. It may show, 
that classical learning is not quite so much ne- 
glected at Marischal College, as some of our 
southern neighbours would wish the public to 
believe. He has employed himself, during this 
winter, in a variety of compositions, both I^atin 
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and EogUsb, both prose and verse ; all which he 
will be solicitous to lay before his rector, when a 
proper opportunity occurs. 

" I^lnding that he is fond of a studious and 
academical life, I have been revolving a plan for 
him, which to you, as a firiend, and as the first 
(acting) magistrate in the university, I would 
have mentioned two or three weeks ago, if I had 
been able to write. I have laid it before the' 
college, in a letter, a copy whereof I beg leave 
to send you : 

*' To the ^Principal and other Professors of 
Marischal College. 
" Gentlemen, 

" I take the liberty to address you on a sub- 
"ject, which is interesting to me, and of some 
" importance to the college; and J do it in wri- 
" ting, because it is reasonable that ye should 
" deliberate upon it when I am not present 

" The state of my health for some time past, 
" though it has not as yet hindered me from per^ 
" forming the duties of my office, has however 
" been such as leads me often to think both of 
" an assistant and of a successor; and many ob> 
" vious reasons make me wish, that one and the 
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" same person may serre in both (Opacities. It 
'^ is natural for me to prefer my son to others in 
*' a matter of this kind, as he likes an academi- 
" cal and studious life ; and as be is, if not suf- 
" ficiently qualified, at least as well qualified for 
** the office as I vas, aiter I had been seven years 
" a professor. 

" It is by no means my intention to ^ve over 
" teaching. On the contrary, I will never per- 
" mit any body to teach my class, as long as I 
" am able to teach it. For habits of seven-and- 
" twenty years standing are not easily got the 
" better of; and I find so much amusement in 
*' this business, which on all ordinary occasions 
" gives me no trouble, that, if I were to retire 
*' from it, I am cert^n that my health would be 
" much worse than it is. 

" But it would be a great relief to my mind, tb 
" know, that, in the event of my being confined 
" by illness, the business of the class would suffer 
" no interruption : and I pr^ume, that, if my 
" assistant were to appear in it tu a pr^essor, it 
" would be no difficult matter for him, with my 
*' advice and influence, to establish his authority. 
*' If be live to see the beginning of next sesstw. 
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** iriy son wilt be in the twentieth year of his 
" age. 

" Of his behaviour and profidency while at 
" college, I need not say any thing; as that is 
" sufficiently known to those professors under 
" whom he studied, and from whom he received 
" so many marks of particular attention and 
" kindness. It may be proper, however, that 
" I lay before the college some things concem- 
" ing him, which they cannot be supposed to 
" know. And, in doing this, I do nothing more 
" for him, 'than justice would require me to do 
" for any other young man in his circumstances, 
" and whom I equally well knew. 

" Having for.some years had this employment 
" in view for him, I took pains to give such a di- 
" rection to his studies, as might imperceptibly 
" prepare him for it. And I jam well enough 
" pleased to find, that, though he has been a very 
" assiduous student in all the parts of learning 
" that are taught here, the bent of his genius 
" seems to lie towards theology, classical learning, 
" morality, poetry, and criticism. . In Greek, he 
" has read Homer's lUad and Odyssey, the Batra- 
" chomyomacbia, and a great part of Hesiod, the 
" greatest part of Xenophon, the Phedo of Plato, 
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" six or seven books of Euclid, Arrian's History 
" of Alexander, two Plays of Sophocles, part of 
" Herodotus asd Plutarch, of the Septuagint and 
■' New Testament, the Ethics and Poetics of 
" Aristotle, Longinus, several of the Odes of 
" Pindar, &c. Latin he understands better than 
" any other person of his years I have ever known ; 
" he wrote it pretty correctly when he was a boy ; 
" and, as I have sometimes conversed vith him 
'' in that language, I know that, with a little 
''practice, he could speak it easily: he is also 
" making' good progress in the French tongue. 
" From his early years I accustomed him to read 
" no books but good ones, luid to study eveiy 
'' thing he'read with g^ummatical and critical ac- 
* curacy. The moral science^ as lar as I teach 
' them, he knows very well ; and, as he has a 
'' methodical head and ready elocution, I flatter 
'' myself a little practice would npake him a good 
' teacher. Spedmens of his composition, both 
'' I^tin and English, both verse and proses shall 
' be laid before the c^lege, if they desire it. 
' " To all this it may nut perh^s be impertinent 
' to add, that as he has passed part of several 
' summers in Edinburgh, and two in, London, 
' and other parts of En^uid, and visited where- 
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" ev^ I ynAlaed, he may be suj^posed to have seen 
" a JitUe of the world ; of vhicb, thouj^ he is 
" rather silent m company, I find be has been no 
" isaccufate observer. 

" If the ooUege agree to recommeod him to bis 
^ Majesty, as a persoa fit to be appointed my as- 
" sistant a^id successor, I would farther request, 
" that it may be dooe as eooa as possible., This, 
" I think, would be an advantage to ^e college, 
" as wd.1 as to him and me. For if he were once 
" same of the f^cc, I would make him lay other 
" fitodiee aside for some time, and employ himself 
" in preparing a courfle of lectures ; which, as all 
" my ^pers are open to him, he would not find 
" it a difficult matter to do. t couU also teach 
*' him how to make many improroments in my 
'** jilan, which I have long had in view, but could 
" newer exiecute for want of heidt^ 

" I need not suggest to my colleagues the pro* 
** priety of keejang this affiur secret. Were it to 
" be talked of, and aiWr all to miscarry, it would 
" hurt my son's interest, aad make him feel ihe 
" disapppiatment the more heavily. He knows 
"nothing of this application; nor do I intend 
"that he shall know any thing of it, till I see 
" what the issue is likely to be. I am," &c. 
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" To this letter the college returned a veiy po- 
lite answer, to this purpose: That they were bo 
well satisfied with my son's proficiency and cha- 
racter, that they would immediately, notwith- 
standing his youth, grant the recomcneiidatioa I 
requested, if it were not for the present critical 
state of the business of the union. They there- 
fore desired me to let the matter rest a little, tilt ' 
the issue of that afihir could be more certainly 
foreseen. In this I thankfully acquiesced. 

" However, that I might if possible secure a 
majority, in the event of the union taking place, 
I mentioned my scheme to Mr Professor •*••. 
He entered very warmly into my views, and mai- 
tioned the thing in confidence to Dr •••*•• and 
Mr *******. Thfy were as favourable as I could 
have expected ; and, thoogh they made no pro- 
mise, which indeed was not solicited, they spcke 
in veiy strong terms of what th^ were pleased 
to call the delicacy of my conduct yith respect 
to my eoUe^ues and to them. They seemed to 
think, that I m^ht have carried roy point by a 
private application to the Crown in my own 
name. This might perhaps be true ; but I would 
not do a thing so disrespectful to the Mariscbal 
College. 
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*' I threatened you with a long letter, and you 
see I have kept my word. But, as my almanack 
tells me' that your terms are over, I hope you 
will excuse me. You are interested in thi& busi- 
ness in more respects than one ; for I took the 
liberty some time ago to execute a deed, in 
which you and Sir William fbrbes, and some 
other gentiemen> are named the guardians of my 
two boyf ; as JL thii^k I told you before." 



LETTER CXCVII. 



BR B£ATTI£ TO HISS VALENTINE. 



1, 30th July. 1787. 

'' I am just returned irom' Windsor, where I 
passed three days. I went thither, partly to see 
8<Hne friends, but chiefly that I might pay my re* 
spects to the Kjng and Queen. T^ey both re> 
ceaved n^e in the most gradous manner. I saw 
ibfi King first on the T<eiraoe, where be knew me 
at fint «igbt, and did me the hononr to converse 
mtb me a considerable time- Next morning I 
saw him again at prayers in his chapel, where he 
was pleased to introduce me to the Queen, who 
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inqufFeti very kindfy after rtty health ; oluerved, 
fliat many yean bad passed sinoe slie sav me 
hst; regretted the bad weather wbicb I bad met 
with at Windsor, (for it rained incessantly,) 
which, said she, has made your ftiends see less of 
you than they wished ; and, after some other 
conrersation, her. Majesty and the Princess Eliza- 
beth, who attended her, made a slight curtsey, 
and stepped into the carrit^e that; waited for 
them at the chapel-door. The King remained 
with us for some time longer, and talked of va- 
rious matters, particularly the union of the col- 
leges. He asked, "whether I was for or against 
it? I told him I was a friend to the union. "But 
" Lord Kinnoull," said he, *' is violent against it," 
(tins, by the bye, I <fid not know before.) The 
King spoire jocularly erf" my baring become fet : 
" I reiuember the time," said he, " when yon 
" were as lean as Dr •*** there," pointing to a 
gcattktnan who wav stwding by. " You took 
" rery well," said hts Majeirty to m«^ " and I an 
** convinced you aie wd^ if you wottld only 
"think So: I^, I)r Heberden," said the King, 
'' convince DrBeattie that he is in perfect heaJ'th." 
(Dr Heberden was also steiiding by.) ** I hsYC 
" been en^arouring, SiF;" returned the Doctor, 
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" to do SO." After two such attestations of my 
health, as those of the King and Dr Heberden, 
I suppose I need not say more on that subject. 
The truth is, I am better than I was. The gid- 
diness has not troubled me but one day $ince I 
came to London. 

" At Windsor I met with several other friends, 
pBrticularly Lady Pembroke, Mrs Delany, Mr 
and Mre De Luc ; and 1 was often with the fa- 
moufr Miss Bwney, (author of ' Cecilia,*) who has 
got an office in -the Queen's hou^sebold, and is 
one of the most agreeable yoat^ women I have 
net with ; haS' g^e&t vivacity, joiDed with a most 
Bnassummg gentleness and simplicity of man- 
nera. 

'* I passed an afternoon, a few days ago, with 
Lord Rodney. I was very §^ad to meet with 
that celebrated^ veteran, and much pleased with 
his conversation. He is of the middle size, ra- 
ther lean, has handsome features for an old man, 
piercing hint eyes, and is very weS bred" 
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LETTER CXCVIII. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FOEBES. 

Hnnton, neu Maidstone, Ith AagoMt, 17S7. 

" I came to Hunton the S8th of last month. 
Of the sceneiy of that 1>eautiful place I need say 
nothing to you, who. are well acquainted with it. 
Eveiy thiog is so exacttr the same that it was, 
and my memory of every thing is so accurate 
that the three years which have intervened since 
I was last here, seem to have dwindled into as 
many days. The Bishop and Mrs Forteus are 
perfectly well, and desire their best respects to 
Lady Forbes and you. 

" Last week we had a visit irom a gentleman, 
(Mr Boissier,) in whose history . there are some 
particulars, which I think will entertain you. He 
is a man of fortune, and of a French £unily» 
about fifty years of age ; was bom in England, 
and commonly resides at Bath, but has passed a 
great part of his time abroad, where it is evident 
that he has kept the very best company. • He 
speaks' Italian, Spanish, and French, and is well 
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cmversant in literature; and has so much of tHe 
French vivacity, that if he had not spoken £iig- 
lish with the propriety of a native, I should have 
taken him for a Frenchman. As Moses was tinn- 
ed up in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, it was 
this gentleman's chance to be educated in all the 
folly of French philosophy: be was indeed an 
avowed, nay a bare&ced,- infidel. In this temper 
of mind he went' to bear the Bishop of Chester 
preacli at fiath, about two years ago. The text 
was, " Truly this was the Son of God." He was 
80 much struck with the Bishop's eloquen<^ and 
reasoning, that he made no scruple to declare to 
his Aiends, that his mind was changed, and that 
he was determined to study the Christian reli- 
^on with candour, and' without delay. An ac- 
quaintance soon took place between the Bishop 
and him, and they were mutually pleased with 
each other. Books were put into his bands, and 
among others my little book.* To shorten my 
story, he is now a uncere Christian ; and is just 
going to publish a ' Vindication of Christianity,' 
which he has translated from the French ,of 



* ' ETidsDcea of the Chriitian Religtm, briefly tad plainly 
' ttaled' See Vol IL p. 385, 
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Mens. Boimet. This Tork I mve aeeii, and 
think very highly of it, as I do of the author and 
translator, who is truly a very agreeable, sensibly 
well-bred man. The sennon which, by the pro- 
vidence of God, was the cause of this conversion, 
the Kshop, atmydeare, peached to us last Sun- 
day. I never in my life beard more animated 
eloquence, of a more forcible piece of argumenta* 
tion ; and the Bishop exceeded himself in the de* 
livery ol* it"* 



In addition to the accaaiulaited evib with 
which Dr Beattie had been long afflicted^ of hit 
own bad health, and the total subversion of hit 
domestic happiness, arising fioift his wife's incu- 
rable malady, he was soon to experience another 
and a most weighty domestic ealamily, in the 
loss of his eldest son ; of the commencement of 
whose illfiess, which at last brmight him to the 
grave, his fetber gives the following affecting ac- 
count. 

* The disoDOTM ben nmitioBed it the lilh in the aecond 
volume of tjie Bishop of London'i ' Sennoni.' 
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LETTER CXCIX. 

BB WtATTlE rro HKS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeo^ I7tli NoTember, 1787. 
'* Ahet famriBg beicn for so many months a 
wandeter, 1 am at last become statioiiary, and 
lit Soma to ghre a brief account of what has be- 
MleB me since I tore myself away from Sandle- 
farA, The elncf reason of my leaving, so soon 
as I did, that delightful place, asd still more de- 
fightfut socie^, was, though I did not then men- 
tion it, tbe state of my son's health. He had at 
that time symptcras of approaching illness, parti- 
cularly srn onconquerafrfe semation of cold in his 
handiB and feet ; which made me anxious to put 
him, as sotm as possible, under the care of my 
me^a) friends in Lofidon. He was taken ill, as 
I expected, first more slightly, and afterwards 
with auch TicJence, and so many alanning appear- 
ances, that for several days he seemed to be in 
great danger. My friend, Dr Lettsom, attended 
bim y/rtth bis usual humanity ; and, as soon as he 
thought it safe to remove from London, advised 
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me to b^n my journey. We taavelled veiy 
slowly, and had every advantE^e that could be 
derived fii>in good roads and good weather; but^ 
though he bore the motion of the carriage well 
enough, hetcontinued to be so weak, that I was 
often at a loss to determine whether I should pro- 
ceed or' stop. He himself wished to get forward, 
especially to get to Morpeth, where Dr Keith 
lives, a particular friend of ours, of whose aSect 
tionate temper and medical abilities we both have 
the highest opinion. At Morpeth we arrived at 
last, and were so lucky as to find our friend at 
home, who ordered something which did much 
^x>d ; but the weakness still continued, and the 
disorder appeared to be only alleviated, but by no 
means removed. At Edinburgh, where we rest- 
ed ten days, I was advised to take him to Peter- 
head, which I did aecordipgly ; and the air and 
mineral-water of that place had so good an effect, 
that, by the end of October, when we were obr 
liged to return home, I thought bim, and he 
thought himself, perfectly recovered. He has 
been regularly inducted into his new office : but 
I do not intend that he shall have any thing to 
do this year, but to amuse himself, and recover 
strength ; as I £nd myself well enough to ma- 
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lu^ all the business without difficulty . Indeed 
I have now better health than I remember to 
have enjoyed for some years. And it would he 
strange if it were otherwise, considering the ve- 
ry great attention and kindness which I met 
with at Sandleford and Hunton ; and, since my 
return to the North, at Gordou-castle, where I 
made a visit of three weeks, while my son was 
at Peterhead. The Duchess desired me to pre- 
sent to you her best respects ; which, however, I 
presume her Grace will deliver in person, as she 
is now on her way to London, where she means 
to pass the winter. 

" At Peterhead I gave Mrs Arbutbnot the mo- 
ney which you committed to my care, and I was 
happy to find her wonderfully Well, considering 
her great age. I need not tell you with what 
gratitude she acknowledged your bounty, nor 
how anxiously minute she was in her inquiries 
afW your health, and that of Mr and Mrs Mon- 
tagu, and their lovely child. She is naturally of 
an inquisitive turn, as solitary people of good 
parts generally are ; but, where her heart and 
afiections are engaged, there is no end of her in- 
tent^tories. It ^ves me no little pleasure to 
observe, how much to the better her poor old 
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house is chaoged, since sbe has had the hranHir 
to be under your patroiu^- The roof, which 
was entirely decayed, has undergone a thorough 
repair; her moth-eaten tables axid chairs, which 
were on the point of faUifig to pieoes by their 
oirn weight, have giriEn place to a set of new 
ones, not fine iodeed, but neat and eubstantial ; 
the »noky roofs of her few apartoients are lean- 
ed and whiteviraifhed, aad the mouldioess of her 
wdlfi coDoealed by a deeent covering of pdnted 
paper. Jn her 6it9B I peiceave littie or no change ; 
for in that respect, even in her worst days, «he al- 
ways contrived to appear like a g^itlewonua. 

" I learned a few days ago, by a letto* from 
his Lordship, that our £xceUeut friend, the Bi- 
shop of Chester, is promoted to the see of Loo- 
don. Few things could have given me so much 
pleasure. Thw is a station in which his great ta- 
lents for business, and for doii^ g3X>d, will find 
ample scope ; yet so, as not to take him to such 
a distance from his friends, or sulgect him to sut^ . 
bodily iatigue, as the duties of his former diocese 
often made necessary." 
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LETTER CC. 

DE BBATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM rOKXES. 

Aberdeen, 10th December, 178?, 
" I wished to have written to you by Mr 
••••*•, but when he was here I wa3 ill. My 
son on that occasion took upon hitn, for thf first 
time, the management of the class, and acquitted 
himself not only to my satis&ction and theirs, 
but also to his own. It was not my intention 
that he should appear in his new characto' till 
n^st wintef ; but I am glad he has had this trial, 
as it has satisfied him that he ia equal to his bu- 
siness. However, I do not mean that he shall 
ether assist or succeed' me, as long as I can pre- 
vent it. He is greatly obliged to you fbr your 
kind concern about him, and desires to offer his 
humble service. His health was improved by 
Feteihead ; but he is not robust, and I am ob- 
liged to exert my authority in moderating his ap- 
plication to study. 

" Every body must approve greatly of your 
sending Mr Forbes abroad, previously to his en; 
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tering on. business. Next to a good conscience, . 
notiung tends more to the happiness of life, than 
habits of activity and industry begun in early 
youth, so as to settle into a permanent disposi- 
tion before one arrives at manhood ; and I never 
see, without pity, a young man of fortune who is 
bred to no business. 

" The Iiiends you inquire after. Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr Langton, &c. were all well when I 
left London; but I did not this year see so much 
of them as usual, as my health would not permit 
me to be much in town. I regret exceedingly 
my not having bad an. opportunity to pay my 
respects to Miss Bowdler. 

" The pMsage in the ' Lounger,' to whi&h she 
objects, seems to me to be not very accurate; 
and I am not sure that I understand it There 
are men, and those too of masculine minds, who 
prefer Virgil to Homer; Mr Burke is one; and 
there are others who prefer Metastasio to Shake- 
speare, and Tasso to Milion. Johnson told me 
he never read Milton through, till he read him 
in order to gather words for his * Dictionary;' 
and though he has spoken civillif of him in his 
' Lives,' it is well known that he did not do so 
in conversation. On the other hand, I have 
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^ovn women, whose sentiments were th6 same 
urith mine, and I sappost with the ' Lounger'*,' 
in regard to those great authors; and who, for 
all that, had minds as delicate, and as truly femi" 
nine, as any of their aex. Few women have the 
means of judging with precision of the compara- 
tive merit of Virgil and Homer j for, in order to 
do that, it is abscdutely necessary to throw all 
translations aside, and read them in their own 
language. Pope's translation is a very pleaaiog 
poem, and I believe a great fkvourite with the 
iairsex; but has nothing of Homer, but the story 
and the characters, the numner being totally dif' 
ferent: Dryden's "' Virgil' is not a very pleasing 
book, and conveys not any tolerable idea of the 
original ; of whose tenderness, pathos, and deli' 
cacy, and uniform majesty of expression Mid 
numbers, Diydeu had no just relish.'and whose 
language he did not understand so perfectly as 
he ought to have done. 

" Of the superiority of- male to female minds, 
much has been said and written, but perhaps in 
too general terms- In what relates to the pecu- 
liar biisness and duty of either sex, the genius 
of tbat sex will, I believe, be found to have the 
superiority. A iaan, though he could suckle, 
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would not make so good a nurse as a woman j 
and though the woman were in bodily strength 
equal to the man, there are in her constitution 
many things which would make her less fit, than 
he is, for what may be called the external eco* 
nomy of a family. Matters of learning, taste, 
and science,. are not more the naiural province of 
the one sex than of the other ; and, with regard 
to these, were they to have the same education 
and opportunities, the minds of the two sexes 
would be found to approach more nearly to equa- 
lity. The same education, however, they cannot 
have, because each must be trained up for its 
own peculiar business; nor the same opportuni- 
ties, because many scenes of observation are open ~ 
to men, from which women are, by their reserve 
and modesty, excluded, and some open to women, 
to which men are, with great propriety, though 
for a different reason, denied admittance. If 
one were to enter into the detail of all these pai-- 
ticulars, I imagine it would not be difficult to 
say, what sorts ctf writing and parts of learning 
the two sexes might cultivate with equal success 
and in what women would be superior to men, 
and men it^erior to women ; and tlie inftrencesi 
as they occur to me at present, would, if I mis* 
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Wkc not, receive confirmation from the history 
of literature." 



lETTER CCI. 

ba BEATTIE TO SIR WILUAU FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 5th March^ 1788. 

" I scarce remember when my attention was 
So much eng^ssed by a number of little matters^ 
as it has been for the last two months. This 
must be my apology for pot sooner acknowledg- - 
ing the receipt of your very kind and affecting 
letter. After what Dr Hay tbld me last summer; 
I had no hopes of your son's recovery; but the 
account of his death gave me pain, as I well 
knew what Lady Forbes and you would suffer on 
that occasion. You have been tried with many 
severe afflictions of the same kind;' but have 
borne them as became you ; so that they will, in 
their consequences, prove matter of everlasting 
triumph. 

" It is with great pleasure I see your name in 
the news-papers, subjoined to a petition to the 
House of Commons in behalf of the poor ne- 
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gToes. The society, to which I belong, resolved 
some time ago to present a siihilar petition, but' 
the thing is delayed till we hear from our chan- 
cellor on the subject ; and he is now very infirm, 
so that I fear we shall be; too late in our applica- 
tion. I Wrote a * Discourse on Slavery,' parti- 
cularly that of the negroes, about ten years ago, 
and had thoughts lately of revising and publish- 
ing it. So much was I in earnest, that I had 
actually transcrihed about a fourth part of it; 
when, having occasion to consult some authori- 
ties, whi<:h were not at hand, I foresaw^ that, let 
me be ever so diligent, the fiite of Mr Wilber- 
force's Istended motion on tlus Bubject, woul^ 
in all probability, be determined before my little 
book could be got ready; and so I dropped the 
scheme, at least for the present : which I have 
the less reason to regret, as I had little to say 
wluch has not been said by others, who may he 
thought to have better means of information. I 
earnestly pray, that our legislature may have the 
grace to do something effectual in this business 
so as to clear the British character of a stai% 
which is indeed of the blackest dye. The freest 
nation and best-natured peopk on earth, are, ai 
matters now st^n^ the patrons of siaveiy, vid ii^ 
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a. slavery more severe than is warranted by the 
laws of France or Spain, or of any other country 
in Europe. What an inconsistency is tliis ! and 
what a reproach ! I am not^ however, one of 
those who think, that our negroes ought imme- 
diately to be made free. That would be danger- 
ous, and is, I fear, impracticable. But to miti- 
gate in the mean time the horrors of their slavery, 
and to prepare matters ibr a gradual abolition of 
it, seems to me to be neither dangerous nor dif- 
ficult. 

" I have been looking into Dr Reid's book on 
' The Active Powers of Man.' It is written wi;th 
his usual peispicuity and acuteness ; is in some 
parts very entertaining; and to me, who have 
been obliged to think so much on those subjects, 
is -very interesting throughout. TTie question 
concerning liberty and Necessity is v^iy fully 
discussed, and very ably ; and, I tiiink, nothing 
more needs be said about it. I could have wish- 
ed that Dr Reid had given a fuller enumeration 
of the passions, and been a little more particular 
in illustrating the duties of morality. But his 
manner is, in all his writings, more turned to 
speculation than to practical philosophy; which 
may be owing to his having employed himself so 
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much in the study of Ixicke, Hunae, Berkeley, 
and other theorists; and partly, no douht, to th? 
habits of study and modes of cOHversation which. 
were fashionable in this country in his younger 
days. If I were not personally acquainted with 
the Doctor, I should conclude, from his bool^s, 
th^t he was rather too warm an admirer of Mr- 
Hume. He confutes, it is true, some of his opi- 
nions; but pays them much more respect than 
they are entitled to. 

" I have the pleasure to inform you, th^t we 
have heard from our chancellor, who approves 
highly of our declaring our sentiments with re- 
spect "to the slave-trade, in' a petition to the 
jioUse of Commons- No time w^ tost I ha4 
prepared the petition ; which was instantly sigii- 
ed, and sent off by last post. 

" Mr Boissier* has published his ' Translation 
' of M. Bonnet's Inquiries conoeming Christianr 
' ity,' and has dope me the honour to .send me a, 
copy ; which I shall read as soon as I can com- 
mand a day's leisure. In his preiace he mentjons 
Bishop Porteus as the first, ' who traced out t<i 
f him the road which leads to .truth.' From wha^ 

* Mentioned in Letter C:^CVUl 
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I have seen of tbis book, I should be apprehen- 
sive that the author's manner is rather abrupt, 
and too abstruse to be popular, at least in this 
country. However, the world is under obUga- 
tions to him, and to his worthy translator, for 
declaring themselves in so explicit a manner the. 
friends of religion ; and as M. Bonnet's character 
is very high in France, I hope his book will do a 
great deal of good. 

" At my spare hours, which have been very 
few this winter, I am preparing to do, what, if 
circumstances had permitted, I ought to have 
done long ago, — to print an abridgement, a very 
brief one, of my lectures on moral philosophy and 
l<^c. It is intended for no other purpose but to 
assist the memory of those students who attend 
my class ; and therefore, though I shall print, I 
am in doubt whether I should publish it. The 
students, by paying for their copies, will in time ' 
indemnify me for print and paper, >rhich is all I 
shall ask in the pecuni^ way. Notwithstandr 
ing all my care to be concise, I find it will ex- 
tend to two octavos; the first of which will con- 
tain, ' Element? of Moral Science,' and the 
second, ' Elements of Logic' Under Logic I 
comprehend, not oi^ly the philosophy of evidence, 
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but likewise every thing that relates to langui^, 
composition, and criticism. Hitherto it has been 
my way, as it was that of my predecessor, to 
make the students take down in writing an ab- 
stract of the lectures and conversations ; and this 
method is not without its advantages ; but such 
:. abstracts, being written in great haste, were not 
always correct, and took up a good deal of time. 
The time, which I shall save by using a printed 
text book, I intend to employ in commenting 
upon classic authors, and other profitable exer- 
dses.* 

" You will be glad to hear, that Sunday- 
scho(^9 are likely to do good here. Eight have 
been set a-going, and are supported by subscrip~- 
tion. 

" My son desires his best respects. My cough 
has obliged me to employ him more frequently, 
in the morning nieeting at eight, than I wish'ed 
to do: but he likes the business, and has now 
had experience of almost all the varieties of it. 
He has also been composing some lectures, one 
of which, accompanied with a model in paste- 

* Thit abrid^meat of bis lectures, Dr Beattie did publish, 
pader the title of '- Elements of Moral Scieuce ;' the first to- 
Iwne iu the year ITOO, the seeiHid Tolume in the year 1793. 
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board, is an account of Raymond LuUy's mill for 
making books,, alluded to by Dr Campbell in the 
' Philosophy of Rhetoric' He got Raymond's 
hook in the college library, and made the mill 
exactly acc<M'ding to the author's directions.** 



LETTER ecu. 

DE BBATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM FOBBES. 

Peterheaii, 3d May, 1788. 

" TTie book I have in view will not be a raerr 
syllabus, like the pamphlet which Dr Blair pub- 
lished; nor a collection of aphorisms, like Dr 
Ferguson's ' Institutes :' in its plan it will more 
-resemble Dr James Gregory's ' Con^ectus Me- 
' dicma Theoretka;' only it will be in English. 
If I live to execute my purpose, it will compre- - 
hend the substance of all my lectures and canver* 
satiotu, (for I often teach in the Socratic me- 
thod, by question and'answer,) with the omission 
of such illustrations, facts, and reasonings only, 
as cannot be expressed in few words. The first 
volume will contain, the Philosophy of' the Hu- 
man Mind; Principles of Natural Religion ; Mo- 
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ral Philosophy; and Politics: and the second, 
lo^c, or, the philosophy of evidence; and Rhe- 
toric, or the Belles Lettres. About one hundred 
and forty large quarto pages of the first volume 
are written ; and I hope, if my health does not 
prevent me, to have it in the press before the end 
of the year. 

" The same post, that brought your last most 
agreeable favour, brought also a letter, with two 
pamphlets, from the Bishop of London. The Bi- 
shop is very urgent with me, as you are, to pub- 
lic my papers on the slave-trade. He says they 
will come in good season if they appear before 
the next session of parhament, for that nothing 
in that business 'n'ill be done this session. The 
Privy-Councilf he says, have been at uncomnion 
pains to ascertain the exact nature of the Afiican 
slave-trade, and the state of the slaves in our 
West India islands. His Lordship also wishes 
me to subjoin, as an appendix to my papers, an 
examination of an extraordinary pamphlet, which 
has just appeared, to prove the lawfiilness, or, as 
the author calls it, the licitness of the slave-trade, 
from the scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. This pamphlet he has sent me, but I have 
pot yet got time to read it It is the work of 4 
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Spanish Jesuit of the name of Harris, who it 
seems is connected with the slave-merchants of 
Liverpool, by whose means he hopes to obtain 
preferment in the church of England, to which 
he is willing to conform : his pamphlet is dedi- 
cated to the Mayor, Aldermen, &c. of Liverpool- 
The slave-dealers exult in this- champion, and say 
that his work is unanswerable ; but the- Bishop 
of London says it is mere JesuitiQ^t sophistry. 
From what I have seen of it, I should think it an 
easy matter to answer it; but whether I shall be 
able to do this, I know not. My h^tb is a great 
hindrance to all my projects. ^ 

" The other pamphlet which the Bishop s«nt 
me, is a ' Pastoral Letter to the English Clergy 
* in the West Indies/ who are all, it se«ms, sub- 
ject to his ecclesiastical jurisdiction. It is short, 
but very elegant, and very like himself and his 
station. It relates chiefly to two things, the con- 
version and education of the negroes, >rhich he 
earnestly and powerfully recommends; and the 
qualifications which he insists on finding in all 
those West Indians who may apply to him for 
holy orders. My little book of 'Evidences,' is 
one of those which his Lordship is pleased to rc; 
commend to their attention.*' 
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LETfER CCIIL 

DU BEATTIE TO HRS MONTAGU. 

IVterhead, 38th Jane, ,178S. 
" My papers on the slave-trade would now 
appear too late. The legislature seems to have 
engaged in an investigation of that business 
with a generous alacrity, which does them infi- 
nite honour, and will undoubtedly bring on such 
regulations, as would make my zeal and my ar- 
guments both unnecessary and unseasonable. In 
fac^ several of those abuses, which I had attack- 
e(i with most severity, are already in part redress- 
ed, or in a f^r way of being so ; particularly the 
horrid cruelties perpetrated upon the poor ne- 
groes in their passage across the Atlantic, and 
the cruel laws to which they are subjected in 
some of the West Indian islands, particularly 
Barbadoes and Jamaica. If one may believe the 
newspapers, considerable reformations have al-' 
ready taken place in both those islands, as well 
as in North America. As to the final abolition 
of the traffic, I pray for it as earnestly as any bo- 
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dy ; but I do not think it can be accomplished 
soon, though in a fei^ years it may, and I trust 
it will. Much good might be done in the mean- 
time, if planters could be prevailed on to repose 
less confidence in overseers; to give liberty and 
wages to their most deserving slaves ; to give 
Christian education to them all, with rest on 
Sunday ; to teach them to be rational, by treat- 
ing them as rational beings ; and to mitigate the 
cruelty of punishment, and the severity of labour. 
I am truly sorry to hear of Mr Wilberforce's in- 
disposition. It is very good in Mr and Mrs 
Montagu to interest themselves so much in his 
behalf: J hope their kind assiduities will be suc- 
cessful. 

*' I hope my veneraWe friend, Mrs Delany, is 
alive and well I am extremely anxious to hear 
of her ; having seen the other day in a newspa- 
per, the words, " the late Mrs Delany ;'' which I 
would &in believe to be a newspaper blunder, as 
I have never heard of her death, or even that she 
was ilL X saw her frequently at Windsor last 
year, and was happy to observe no symptoms of 
decline. A very great person was pleased to 
joke with her cm my account. ** Where have 
" you been these two days, Mrs D. ?" said he, . 
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" but I call guess ; I warrant you have had more 
" than one assignation with Dr B. since he has 
" been at Windsor." " Indeed, Sir," replied she, 
" Y. M. is right; Dr B. has becawith me several 
" times." 



LETTER CCIV. 

DR BEATTIB TO DB P0KTEU3, BISHOP OF LONDON'. 
Teterf»eadj 3d July, 1788. 

" As sOon as it is in my power I shall, give the 
Rev. Mr Harris* a fair hearing, and let your 
Lordship knon' my opinion. I have seen a little 
df hiin, and think him a tolerable sophister. His 
arguments might pass, for argument's sake, in a 
school-disputation upon a thesis ; but can have 
no influence upon, a candid and rational mind, 
except perhaps to provoke indignation : for the ■ 
matter is too solemn for laughter. He pretends 
to piety, reverence of the Scripture, and zeal for 
the rights of humanity ; and all the while he is 

* Who wrote a book to prove the slave-trade agreeable to 
reason and Scripture. See Letter CCIL to Sic William Forbes, 
p. 41. 
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labouring to pervert Scripture, in order lo vindi- 
cate one of the most impious and inhuman prac* 
tices that ever disgraced the sublunary creation. 
He, good man ! would not for the world offer an 
apology for any injustice, oppression, or cruelty* 
that may have been practised by dealers in slaves ; 
he would only justify what he calls " the Afii- 
" can islave-trade in the abstract" I knoiv. not 
whether I understand this. But, if he will re- 
move all oppression, cruelty, and injustice, from 
that trade, I promise him I shall not object to 
his abstract notions : the trade will then be a 
mere idea; as harihless as those Tum are, to which 
H'e give the names of ostracism, crusade, &c. ; 
and will no more make negroes miserable, and 
slave-mongers cruel, than the second book of tho 
' jEneid' will bum their towns. The misfortune 
is, that from this vile traffic, oppression, injustice, 
and cruelty, are inseparable. These crimes have, 
from the beginning of it, formed its basis, and 
without them it can no more subsist, than a house 
without a foundation. " If you have any music 
*' that makes no noise," says a clown in Shake- 
speare to a company of fiddlers, " pray let us 
*' have it; but we cannot endure any other." So 
say I to Mr Harris. If you can give us an Afu- 
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can slave-trade, that his notbiog cruel, oppressive, 
or unjust in it, vith all my heart; let it be set 
a-going as soon as possible. To such a trade tbe 
British legislature will have no objection; and I 
trust they will never tolerate any other. They 
have entered into this business with a generooa 
alacrity, that does them infinite honour ; and will 
soon, I hope, make such regulations as will ren- 
der my^ zeal and ray arguments unnecessary, and 
even unseasonable." 



LETTER CCV. 

SR BEATTIE TO SIB WIILIAH FORBES, 

Peterhead, lOth July, 1788. 

" I am much obliged to you for the quotatioa 
from Mrs Piozzi's letters, and to that lady for 
speaking of me with so much Idndness.* I was 
introduced to her and Mr Thralc by Dr Johnson, 
and received m^y and great civilities from both. 

* Tfae paiagraph in question is m follows : ' Dr Beattie ia w 

" charming as ever. Every body rejoices that tbft 

" Doctor will get his pension. Every one loves him but Guld- 
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Mr Thrale was a most respectable character ; in- 
teUigent, modest, communicativ*;, and friendly: 
and I greatly admired his wife for her vivacity, 
ieaming, affkbility, and beauty: I thought her 
indeed one of tbe'most agreeable women I ever 
saw; and could not have imagined her capable 
of acting so unwise a part as she aflerwards 

did. 

" What she says of Goldsmith is perfectly true. 
He was a poor fretful creature, eaten up with af-- 
fectation and envy. He was the only person I 
ever knew who acknowledged himself bo be en- 
vious. In Johnson's presence he was quiet enough ;~ 
but in his absence expressed great uneasiness in' 
hearing him praised. He envied even the dead; 
he could not bear that Shakespeare should be so 
much admired as he is. There might, however, 
be something like magnanimity in envying Shake- 
speare and Dr Johnson ; as in Julius Caesar's 
wisepiDg to think, that at^ an age at which he had ' 

" smith, who says he cannot bear the sight of so much applause 
" as we all bestow upoa him. Did he not tell us so himself, 
" who nould believe he was so exceedingly ill-natured i" || 

I Mrs PioZEi and Dr JohDson'i Lettcn, VoL I. p. IB^ 

VOL. m. V 
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done ao little, Alexander should have done so 
.much. But surely Goldsmith had no occasion 
to envy me; which, however, he certainly did, 
for he owned it (though, when we met, he was 
always very civil) ; and I received undoubted in- 
formation, that he seldom missed an opportunity 
of speaking ill of me behind my back. Gold- 
smith's common conversation was a strange mix- 
ture of absurdity and silliness; of silliness so 
great, as to make me sometimes think that he 
affected it Yet he was a genius of no mean 
rank : somebody, who knew him well, called 
him, an inspired idiot. His ballad of ' Edwin and 
* Angelina' is exceedingly beautiful, and well 
conducted; and in his two other poems, though 
there be great inequalities, there is pathos, ener- 
gy, and even sublimity." 
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LETTER CCVL 

DE BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GORDON. 
Abecde^, dth Angnat, 1783. 

" It delights me to hear that Lord Huiitty is 
to go to Oxford or Cambridge. An English uni- 
Tersi^ is the best place on earth for study ; and, 
what is of still greater consequence, especially to 
a person of high rank, it supplies the best oppor- 
tunities of contracting those early connections 
, of fiiendship, which one remembiers with exqui- 
site pleasure to the end of life ; and which often 
contribute, more than any thing else, to a great' 
man's influence and popularity. Mr Pitt, great 
as he is by hereditary right, and greater still by 
his own genius and virtue, would, I am persuad- 
ed, readily acknowledge how much he owes to 
Cambridge. There he was from the first a gene- 
ral ^vourite ; and there he found many valuable 
friends, who, I am told, still adhere to him with 
a fervency of zeal, in which it is difficult to say, 
whether admiration or fondness be the most 
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powerful ingredient. Such attachments do ho- 
nour to human nature, and are equally delightful 
and lasting. The Duke will be at no loss to de* 
temiine, whether Oxford or Cambridge is to be 
honoured with Lord Huntly's residence. It is 
natural for me to have a partiality to the former: 
but in most things they are, I beUeve, pretty 
equal. Oxford is a place of greater resort and 
more brilliaiicy ; but the quiet of Cambridge is 
perhaps more salutary to the student. Each haJs 
produced such a number of great men, as no 
other seminary in the ancient or modem world . 
can boast of. The Duke of Gloucester's sofi, if 
I mistake not, is gone to Cambridge. 

"My son is greatly honoured by the notice 
you take of him, and desires to offer his humble 
service. His health is quite re-established, but 
he is too studious to be robust. He has gone 
pretty deep in the theory of music, and now be- 
gins to practise a little. The organ is his favour- 
ite instrument ; and, as he has something of a 
mechanical turn, and needs to be decoyed from 
his books sometimes, I have made him employ 
his leisure at Peterhead, . in superintending the 
building of an organ, under the auspices of Dr 
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Xung. It is now almost finished, and can alrea- 
dy, as Hamlet aaya, 

•' Discourse most eloquent muMc" 

The workmanship is good, and the tones are very 
pleasing." 



LETTER CCVII. 

Da BEATtlE TO SIR WILLIAM FO&BES. 

Aberdeen, Slit October, 178S. 

" The account you" have from Miss Bowdler, 
of Dr Taylor's ' Sermons,* agrees exactly with 

the Bishop of L 's sentiments. Perhaps you 

may wish to sec his Lordship's words. Here they 
are : " Before I release you, I must mention one 
"more publication, on account of its singularity 
" as well as its merit It is a volume of sermons, . 
" published by Dr Taylor, prebendary of West- 
"' minster, who is lately dead. He was an old 
" friend and school-fellow of Dr Johnson's, and 
'* is often mentioned in the Doctors letters to 
" Mrs Thrale. He was long suspected of preacb- 
" ing sermons written by Dr Johnson. To con- 
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" fiite this calumny, he ordered this volume of 
. " sermons to be published after his death. But 
" I am afraid it will not quite 'answer his pur- 
" pose ; for I will venture to say, that there is 
" not a man in England, who knows any thing 
" of Dr. Johnson's peculiaritiesof style, sentinien)^ 
" and composition, that will not instantly pro- 
" nounce these sermons to be his. Indeed, they 
" are (some of them at Jeast) in his very best 
*' manner ; and Taylor was no more capable of 
" writing them, than of making an epic poem.* 
I long to see this literary curiosity." 



LETTER CCVIII. 

DE BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF 60RD0N. 
Aberdeen, 20th November, I78S. 

" I had the honour to receive your Grace's 
most obliging letter yesterday morning; and 
immediately packed up my papers on the slave- 
trade, and delivered them to be forwarded to 
Gordon-castle. They are extremely incorrect 
and not fit to be seen by any eyes that are not 
very partial to the writer; and, therefore, I must 
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beg that your Grace will not show them to any 
body. Many things in them were true when I 
wrote them, which are not true now ; a late act 
of parliament, and some late regulations in Ja- 
maica and Barbadoea, having greatly mitigated 
the suiFerings of the negroes, both in the West 
Indies,, and in their transportation thither from 
their own country. And candour obliges nie to 
declare further, that though^ when I wrote those 
papers, I thought I had good reason to believe 
eveiy word in them, I have since found, that I 
was misinformed in regard to several particulars. 
All this your Grace will excuse with your wont- 
ed generosity, as well as the blotted condition of 
the manuscript, which I am afraid will make 
many passages quite unintelligible. ' 

" The late dreadful news from Windsor must 
have been most distressing to your Grace. • 
Blessed be God, the danger seems now to be 
over; otherwise I should not be able to write oa 
that, or any other subject For these ten days 
past I have thought myself in a dark, fconfused, 
feverish dream, with' nothing' before me tefrdan- 
ger^and honor. The agitation and anxiety t 

*• The King's illnewi^ 
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have undergone, are indeed such as it is impossi- 
ble to describe, and such as I shall not soon get 
the better, of. But may God restore the health 
-of the best c^ sovereigns, and the best of men ! 
and it matters not what become of me. Your 
Grace must have the most authentic intelligence, 
.otherwise I would. telV you. of a letter which I 
had to-day from Sir William Forbes, which men- 
tions one received firqm the highest authority, 
certifying, that his Majesty is in a fair way of 
recovery; and that- the slowness of the recovery 
is, in the opinion of the physicians, very much. in 
his fevour. Sir William Fordyce too, in a letter 
wliich arrived here yesterday, gives the same ac^ 
coijnt, and says, that the delirium is gone. .1 
hope the King will soon have the exquisite satis- 
faction to know, from what his subjects have suf- 
fered <m this occasion, that he is, as he deserves 
to be, the most beloved prince that ever sat. on 
the British throne. 

" You desire to know my opinion of Mr Gib- 
.bon. I can say very little about him ; for such 
is the affectation of his style, that I could never 
get through the half of one of his vduroes. If 
any body would translate him into good classical 
English, (such, I mean, as Addison, Swift^ ^^ 
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: Lyttelton, &c. wrote,) I should read him with 
eagem^s ; for I know t^ere must be much cu- 
rious matter in his work. His cavils agiunst re- 
ligion, have, I think, been all confuted ; he does 
^not seem to understand that part of his subject: 
indeed I have never yet met with a man, or with 
an author, who both understood Christianity, 
and disbeheved it. It is, I am told, the fashion 
to admire Gibbon's style ; my opinion of it, how- 
ever, is supported by great authorities, of whom 
:I need only mention Lord Mansfield, the pi'esent 
Bishop of London, Mrs Montagu, and Major 
Mercer. In the Bishop's last letter to me there 
is the following passage : " We have been much 
" amused this siimmdr with Keate's ' Account of 
" the Pelew Islands:' and.it is almost the only 
" summer book we have had. For Gibbon's three 
" bulky quartos are fit only fi^r the gloom and 
" horror of wintry storms. His style is more ob- 
" scure and aflfected ihan ever ; and his insults on 
"Christianity not less offensive." 

" I am glad to hear that your Grace is plan- 
ning future groves to wave along the breezy hill. 
Of all rural occupations, if they were all in my 
:power, I should prefer that of rearing trees and 
.sferubs: and accordingly have always admired 
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Addison's right antediluvian novel, on the subject 
of planting, as one of the most pleasing little 
tales I ever saw. It is in the ' Spectator,' Nos. 
5S3, .584, S85. Your account of your walks 
through the decaying woods, puts me in mind of 
a fine passage in Thomson's * Autumn :' 

" The pale descending year, yet pleasing still, 
" A gentler mood inspires; fur now the leaf 
" Incessant rustles from the mournful grove, 
* Oft startling such as studious walk below," &C. 

I am tempted to make the quotation losger, but 
it is now time to release you." 



LETTER CCIX. 

DR BEATTIE TO UBS UONTAGU. 

Abetdeeo, 25th Much, 1769. 
" I thank you most sincerely for your very in- 
structive and pleasing letter ; and with my whole 
soul I congratulate you on one of the happiest 
.events that ever took place in this country, or in 
any other. I need not tell you that I mean, his 
Majesty's recovery. It is indeed a most signal 
ftiterposition of Providence in our behalf; aad 
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lias raised us all finm the deepest affliction to an 
extacy of joy. The rejoicings, on occaaion of 
this great event, have been universal, and have 
fer exceeded any thing I ever sav before in this 
country. May the Hearer of prayer, and the 
God of consolation, confirm the King's recovery, 
and grant him to see many happy years in the 
land x)f the living, with his family and people 
flourishing around him ! and may all his people 
be enabled to make a right improvement of these 
(^spensations of Providence ! I hope his Majesty 
has not engaged in business too soon ; and that 
he will, for this great while, engage in those parts 
of it only, which may amuse without fatiguing 
him. 

" My friend Dr Campbell's great work (a new 
Translation of the Gospels, with preliminaiy Di»- 
sertations, and Notes critical and explanatory, in 
^two volumes 4to) is published at last I carefully 
read the whole in manuscript, and wrote many a. 
sheet of remarks and criticisms upon it; and have 
no scruple to say, that it is one of the most im- 
portant publications in theology, if not the most 
mportant, that has appeared in my time. It wiU 
give the public, at' least the rational part of thd 
public^ a very tugh idea of the learning, acute-> 
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ness, industry, candour, and piety, of the author; 
who is my next neighbour, and with whom I 
have lived in the same society, upon the most 
intimate terms, for almost thirty years. It U 
about forty years since he engaged ax this impor- 
tant work ; and yet I am afraid he will not get 
so much hy it as Mr Sheridan did by the come- 
dy of the ' Duenna.' 



LETTER CCX. 

DR BEATTIE TO U&8 HONTAGV. 

Peterhead, 25th May, 1789. 
" I congratulate you, Madam, on the late pro- 
ceedings of the Commons in behalf of humanity 
and justice. The account of Mr Wilberforce's 
speech that appeared in the papers is no doubt 
very imperfect ; but it does him infinite honour, 
and I have read itonceand again with great delight. 
It confirms a number of facts, which I find in my 
papers on negro-slavery, but of which I had of late 
become somewhat distrustful, having forgotten 
the authorities on which I had recorded them. 
The truth is, I have been collecting materials on 
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liiat subject for upvards of twenty-five years ; 
and, as fer as my poor voice could be heard, have 
laboured, not altogether unsuccessfully, in plead- 
ing the cause of the poor Africans. This, at least, 
I can say with truth, that many of my pupils 
have gone to the West Indies ; and, I trust, have 
t»uried my principles along with them, and ex- 
emplified those principles in their conduct to 
their unfortunate brethren. A good deal of my 
information, with respect to the negroes, I re' 
ceived from a most worthy old gentleman, a par- 
ticular friend of mine, wlio had been long in one 
of our West India islands ; and having acquired 
a competent fortune, returned to his own coun- 
try, and, devoted the last thirty years of a long 
life to philosophy and literature. He was one of 
the most learned men I have ever met with, a 
sincere Christian, and one who held all injustice, 
oppression, and every sort of inhumanity, in ut- 
ter detestation. * 



* This gentleman's name nas Wilion, the father of Mf 
Geor^ Wilson of Liacoln's-inD, now one of his Majesty's coun- 
Ml, learned in the law, and well known to all the beach and 
profession, as one of the soundest and most learned lawyers, ai 
well as one of the most honourable and well-informed men, M. 
. the'^gUA bar. 
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" Mrs Arbuthnot is surprisingly w^. Shie 
was at churdb yesterday. T need not tell you 
with what raptures of esteem and gratitude she 
speaks of you. I observe your benevolent inten- 
tion of making an addition to your bounty to 
ber ; but will take it upon me to say, that it is 
quite' unnecessary, as I know she considers her- 
self as raised by your goodness to a state, not on* 
ly of competence, but of opulence. She speaks 
of writing to her patroness very soon." 



LETTER CCXI. 

DR BBATTIE TO SIR WILLIABf FORBES. 

Peterttead, 28th July, 17&9. 
" I have been lately looking into Mrs Cock- 
bum's works,* which I borrowed from her njece, 
Mrs Arbuthnot, and which, though 1 had seen 
them before, I had not examined with any de- 
gree of minuteness. They have given me a very 
high opinion of the acuteness of the author s un- 
, derstanding, and of the goodness of her princi- 

* See Vol. IL p. 3+9, 
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pies. She is also a clear and el^ant writer, 
without any affectation. The abstruser parts of 
moral philosophy she seems to have studied with 
great accuracy and success, and is a very able 
advocate for Clarke and Locke. She speaks with 
extraordinary veneration of Warburton, who it 
-seems corresponded with her sometimes ; and she 
is a great admirer of Pope ; but, what is rather . 
particular, values him chiefly on acifount of his 
moral character, and, in the list of his virtues^ 
mentions his friendship for Patty Blount Our 
friend, Mrs A. appears to have been under great 
obligations to her aunt, and to have derived from 
her chiefly that taste for reading and study, which 
has been of so great use to her in the course of 
her long and solitary life. I do not find that 
Mrs Cockbum was distinguished for her taste: 
her attempts in poetry show rather a deficiency 
in that respect Her tragedy, called ' The Fatal 
Friendship,' ought to have been suppressed ; for 
it does her no credit, and shows her to have been 
at eighteen a greater adept in love matters than 
unmarried women of that age are commonly sup- 
posed to be : There are passages in that play, 
which I could not have the face to read, or hear 
read, in a lady's company.^ But her youth, and 
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the licentiousness of the English stage in the end 
of the last century, may be pleaded, and ought 
to he admitted, as an apology, in behalf of one,' 
who was undoubtedly an ornament to her sex, 
and an honour to her country. There are in her 
■works, especially in her letters, many things that 
would entertain you. She lived many years (be- 
tween 1736 and 1737) in Aberdeen; and yet I 
never heard any person there speak of her, though 
I- have often heard her husband spoken -of by 
those who must have known both," 



LETTER CCXIL 

DR BEATTIE TO MHS MONTAGU. 

Peterhead, 31st July, 1789. . 

" I am very happy to hear, that the Lord-Pri- 
mate }jf Ireland • has not forgotten me, and beg 

* The moat reveread DrKichard Robinsoa. LordTArcbbbbop 
gf Armagh. A most exemplary prelate, of great worth, as this 
singolar act of munificence sbxmgly evinces. His Grace was, I 
, believe, cousin to Mrs MoDtagu; and an intimate iriendahip 
subsisted between them. Out of compliment lo her, the re- 
mainder of his peerage of Rokeby was taken to her nephen-, 
who now enjoyg it 
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leave to offer my humble respects to his Grace. 
The endowing of an university at Armagh, ^ith 
a library and astronomical apparatus, is a work 
worthy of his benevolent, liberal, and magnificent 
mind. Though the college of Dublin be, as I 
have been told it is, abundantly flourishing, it is 
certainly not extensive enough for so populous a 
country as Ireland ; one proof of which . is the 
great number of Irish students that every year 
resort to Glasgow ; a circumstance which gives 
no little uneasiness to the people of Dublin, if I 
may judge from some of their pamphlets; in 
which not Glasgow only, but the other Scottish 
universities,' are attacked with rancorous asperity, 
and such a total disregard to truth, as is hardly 
credible. I once had thoughts of answering one 
of the most maUcious of those pamphlets, but 
changed my mind on considering, that the abuse 
was anonymous, aiid, in respect of style and com- 
position, so void of merit, that there, was no chance 
of its gaining any attention. I sincerely wish 
success to the Archbishop's noble foundation at 
Annagh. Every friend to humanity must regret, 
that his health is so precarious. I made Mr 
Creech veiy happy, by transmitting to him your, 

VOL. Ill, E , 
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anA his Grace's, approbation of the ' Cotnplratlve 
View of Edinburgh.' 

" One knovrs not what to say of this wonden- 
ful Tcn^lution, tliat.is likely to take place in 
France. As I wish all mankind to be free and 
happy, I should rejoice in the downfal of French 
despotism, if I thought it would gpve happiness 
to the people : but the French seem to me to be 
better fitted tor that sort of government which 
they want to throw oflF, thaii for any other that - 
they could adopt in its stead. Till of late, ihe 
glory of the monarch was the supreme wish of a 
Frenchman's heart ; and that principle, though 
in the day of trouble ^id tumult it may admit of 
a temporary suspension, will not soon or easily 
give way to the cooler and more philosophic no- 
tions that have long been i^miliar to the British 
politician. It is true, the political ideas of the 
French have been in a slate of improvement ever 
since -the time of Montesquieu, who iirst gave hia 
countrymen a sketch of the constitution of Eng- 
land : but political liberty is a thing, which, even 
among us who have long enjoyed it, is .not uni- 
versally understood ; and which Harrington, Syd- 
ney, and Locke, understood very imperfectly. I 
dare say, that the bulk of. the French iiatjon at 
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this moment suppose, as the North-American* 
seem to do, that liberty consists in the privilege 
of doing what they please, or, at least, of being 
subject to no laws but those of their own making; 
and yet it is certainly neither the one nor the 
other. The first would be anarchy, the worst 
sort of slavery ; and the other is not compatible 
with any plan of policy that was ever yet devised 
by man. Political liberty I take to be, that stale 
of society, in which men are so governed by equi- 
table laws, and so tried by equitable judges, that 
no man can be hindered from doing what the 
law allows him to do, nor have reason to be afraid 
of any man so long as he does his duty. But I 
apprehend it will be long before a nation, emer- 
ging from tfespolism, and assuming a popular 
form of policy, can hit upon the proper way of 
establishing such a state of things ; and, till that 
be done, convulsions are to be expected, which 
will sometimes endanger liberty, and sometimes 
tend to the subversion of legal authority. If the 
revolution in France be made effectual, it will 
probably be beneficial to the poor negroes: for 
I am tdd that M. Neckar, and the National As- 
sembly, have explicitly declared themselves for 
the abolition of the slave-trade. 
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'* Tam very sorry to hear of the death of my 
friend, Mr Ramsay, who was one of the first who 
drew the pubJic attention to that subject. He 
was long in the West Indies ; and at his return 
to Bntain was presented to-the living of Testan 
in Kent, and published his book on Slavery, 
which so exasperated the people concerned in 
that business, that they attacked not only his 
book, but also his moral character, with eveiy 
species of abuse. Ramsay, however, stood his 
ground, and answered to all the charges they 
brought against him. When I told him, about 
two years ago, that I thought he gave himsdf 
too muqh unnecessary trouble in answering every 
adversaiy, whether anonymous at otherwise, ,he 
said there was something in his t^per, which 
would not allow him to rest till he had done so. 
I am persuaded, that anxiety of his has been in 
a great measure the occasion of his death ; and. I 
find the Bishop of London, who knew him well, 
is of the same opinion. The Bishop says he has 
died a martyr to a noble cause. Mr Ramsay was 
bom at Frasersburgh, about eighteen miles from 
this place, and was educated at King's College 
Aberdeen, where I got acquainted with him. He 
was several years older than I ; but our standing 
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as collegians was the same, though we were <rf' 
different colleges." 



The. following letter, no doubt, refers to some 
present of money made by Mrs Montagu to I>t 
Beattie's youngest son, who had been named af- 
ter her; but I do not find any letter, either of 
her's or of Dr Beattie's, in which tlie amount is 
specified. What he says of the blame she used 
to throw on Rousseau and others, for refusing 
9uch presents, as setting too high a value on - 
money, is not, to me at least, very intelUgible. 



LETTER CCXIII. 

UR BEATTIE TO URS MONTAGU. 

Peterhead, I4th September, 1789. 

*' Though I have had innumerable opportuni- 
ties of admiring the generosity of your sentiment^ 
and your superiority to the formalities of fashion 
and verbal compliment, I am at a loss what aa- 
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swer I shall return to your letter. I know with 
what pleasure you confer favours, and that you 
prize the gifts of fortune only as they supply you 
with the means of doing good ; I have heard you 
blame Rousseau and others for setting so high a 
value on money, as to refuse any assistance of 
that kind from those whose patronage they would 
have been proud to boast of in any other way : 
and yet so largely have I already ''participated in 
your bounty, that I am almost tempted to re- 
monstrate a little on the present occasion. How- 
ever,- let it be as you are pleased to order. In 
return for so much goodness, it would ill become 
me to teize you with protestations and apologies. 
With the most sincece gratitude, therefore, and 
with fervent prayers for your health and happi- 
ness, I accept of your most generous offer in 
behalf of my little boy, whom you honour with 
the appellation of godson^ He shall thank you 
soon with his own hand. I know he will b^ 
much affected with this new instance of your fa- 
vour. For though he is sometimes less attentive 
than I could wish in matters of literature, he is 
of an affectionate and grateful disposition, and 
Iris veneration for you, Madam^ is unbounded. 
As yet he ktwws act what your letter contains. 
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I intend to keep back from him thitt mtelligence 
for a few days, till circumstances afford me an 
opportunity of enforcing, by means of it, some 
usetiil n^oral lesson; and a lesson so enforced, 
will, I trust, have a powerful and lasting effect 
When I return to Aberdeen, which will be in ten 
or twelve days, I shall, by subjoining a clause to 
my will, secure your bounty to him ; which will 
be a very material addition to his pecuUum. 

" If the newspapers may be crpdited, JVench 
affiiirs become every day " confusion worse con- 
" founded." Whatever maybe in the minds of 
tbe more intelligent part of the nation, it is plain 
that the generality are actuated by a levelling 
piindple of the worst kind ; which one is sorry 
to see likely to extend its influence beyond the 
limits of France. I do not think that any thing 
like the. enormities now prevailing there, 'took 
j^ace during our civil wars of the last century. 
We lost mucK blood, it is true, but it was. gene- 
rally in the field of battle, or with some appear- 
ance at least of law ; and we had but two parties, 
and those headed by men of abiUties-and autho- 
rity. But in France ^ere seems to be no subor- 
dination, authority,, or law, nor any great abilities 
exerted any where; instead of two^ there are 
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iDDumerable parties; and the blood that is spilfi 
is all in the way of murder and massacre." 



LETTER CCXIV. 

DE BEATTIE TO EGBERT ARBUTHNOT, ESQ. 

* Aberdeeo, 12th December, 1789. 

"^ thank you for your valuable hints with 
respect to Addison. They shall be duly attended 
to. I have begun my notes on Tickell's life of 
him, and written several pages. But I fear it 
will not be possible for me to make them inte- 
resting ,' so that if Mr Sibbald * expect much 
from them, he will certainly be disappointed. I 
suppose tfiere will not be room in the volume for 
more than thirty or forty pages of this prefatory 
matter; f and those I hope to finish in a few 
weeks. 

*' I remember that Dr Hurd speaks somewhere 
of somebody who had' projected an epic poem of 
the ancient and le^timate form; but I know 
not whom he meant I have beard Dr Bfowa 

* Tbe pabliiher. t 'Hiey amount to xl*i. 
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guesaed to be the person; but be was by no 
means equal to the task ; nor has either this age 
or the last produced a genius equal to it, except 
perhaps Mr Gray. Pope himself would have 
&iled if he had persisted in his epic project. He 
would undoubtedly have made something supe- 
rior to * Leonidas,' the ' Epigoaiad,' the ' Henri- 
ade,' 8k. but with Homer, Virgil, and Milton, he 
could no more cope, than " I with Hercules." 

" I wish I could see PhiUps's play of the ' Dis- 
trest Mother;' for I never have seen it, nor do I 
know where to inquire about it. I wish you 
would take the trouble to compare it with Ra- 
cine's ' Andromaque,' and infqrm me how fir it 
is a translation or an imitation of that tragedy. 
From such a writer as Ambrose Philips I never 
could have expected a good play, or a good poem 
of any sort ; which made me always think, that 
there must be great extravagance of praise in 
what Addison says of it. But it has the merit of 
fiiroishing matter for one of the most humorous 
of Addison's papers. That strange mixture of 
sentiments that arise in Sir Roger's mind, from 
bis every now and then mistaking the play for a 
reality, and by and by recollecting that it is but 
a play, is perfectly natural, and Addison has ma- 
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naged it to the best account. Fielding's imlta* 
tion of it, in that part of ' Tom Jones' where 
Partridge goes to see ' Hamlet,' is hardly infe- 



LETTER CCXV. 

DR BEATTIE TO Sin Wld-IAU FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 9th April, 17i>a 
" I was SO much delighted with yoar most 
affectionate letter, that I wished to answer it in 
course; but was prevented, by having more to 
do in the college than usual, it being the last 
week of our session. The vacation is nov be- 
gun; and nothing, but what I am going tomen- 
tton, would prevent my setting out immediately 
for your house in George-street, where I wish on 
many accounts to be, and where, in a few weeks, 
I hope I shall be. My son's bad health is the 
circumstance which prevents me. In the end of 
last November, by giving assistance to a nek 
friend in the night-time, he got a very severe 
cold, which came on wiUi a violent fit of fever, 
and he has been in a declining way almost ever 



b,Googlc 



LIFE OF DR BBATTIC 75 

since. Within these three weeks he has got a 
little better, which I ^fitter myself -is at this sea- 
aoD of the year a good symptom. He has no 
cough, and very Uttle positive pain, and he has 
good spirits ; his chief complaints are weakness 
and a disordered stomach. Dr ***** thinks, and 
he thinks himself, that some weeks of Peterhead 
water, followed by a course of goats' milk, will 
set him up again. To Peterhead, therefor^ we 
shall go in a few days. 

" There is not much in my notes on Addison's 
papers. They do not interfere with what I pro- 
jected some time ago, about an * Essay on the 
Writings and Genius of Addison ;' which, if I 
live to finish it, will be a volume by itself. Bu^ 
as you observe, the second volume of my ' Ele- 
ments,' &c. must be my first concern. A great 
part of the materials of it are provided ; and two 
or three months of leisure, and tolerable health, 
would almost enable me to finish it. 

" Tlie same iavourable accounts, which you 
are so good to give me, of the Bishop of London 
and Mis Porteus, I have received from several 
quarters, and very lately in a letter from himself, 
in which there is a particular and pleasing de- 
scription of his new Kentish retreat near Seven- 



C.M.z,,:,G00Qk 



7ff LIFE OP DR BEATTIE. 

oaks. I once thought of seeing him, and some 
other friends in the south, ■ in the course of the 
ensuing summer. The Bishop's constitution is 
certainly not a robust one ; it seems rather the 
contrary; and yet nobody enjoys better health 
and spirits than he; such are the effects of tem- 
perance, activity, and a cheerful temper. I ear- 
nestly pray his life may he long; for he is a 
blessing' to his friends, and a zealous and judi- 
cious guardian of the church. You would ob- 
serve, and I am sure with pleasure, how averse 
the parliament is to civil or ecclesiastical innova- 
tion. This to all, " who fear God aiid honour 
" the King, who study to be quiet and mind their 
" own . business, and meddle not with them who 
" are pven to change," must be very welcome 
intelligence. I hope our people *ill take warn- 
ing from France; which I believe is at present » 
miserable country, and likely to continue so. The 
French wish for liberty, but know not what it is; 
they seem to think it the same thing with level- 
ling. Their King is the slave of their Assembly, 
and their Assembly are the slaves of the rabble." 
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LETTER CCXVI. 

DR BEATTIE TO ROBERT ABBUTHNOT, ESQ. 
Peterhead, 2Jth April, 1790. 

" I thank you for your very kind letter, and 
for the tender concern you take in my son's wel- 
fere. By the advice of physicians, and in conse- 
quence of his own earnest desire, I brought him 
hither about a week ago. He has gained notliing 
as yet ; I am afraid he has rather been losing 
ground. Yet Dr •••*• is under no apprehen- ■ 
sions, and assures me there is nothing the matter 
with him but weakness; which, being the effect 
of relaxation merely, good weather, fresh air, 
strengthening medicines, and moderate exercise, 
" will in time remove. I thought of a journey for 
him several weeks ago ; but find, after repeated 
trials, that he has not strength equal to it. 

" Of the notes on Tickell's * Life of Addison,* 
and Johnson's ' Remarks on his Prose-writings,* 
the printing is at last begun, but proceeds very 
slowly. I am much obliged to you for the est- 
tract from the ' New Tatler,' relating to Addi- 
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son's thousand pounds, it is certainly a true 
state of that transaction, of which Dr Johnson 
gives an account so partial, and to Addison so ^ 
injurious. 

" The annotations on the late edition of the 
' Tatler,' in six volumes, are in general not such 
as one would have expected. Many of them are 
veiy trifling ; and many of them, by endeavour- 
ing to substitute real for fictitious names, and so 
to transform general into personal satire, are in- 
jurious to the writers of the ' Tatler,' and have a 
tendency to make that work both less useful and 
less amusing. ,And what are we to think of that 
assertion, so often repeated in those annotations, 
that it is impossible to distinguish the style of 
Addison from that of Steele? This alone would 
satisfy me, that the .annotators were no compe-' 
tent judges, either of composition, or of the Eng- 
lish language; which indeed appears from the 
general tenor of their own style, which is full of 
those new-fangled phrases and barbarous idioms, 
' that are now so much alFectcd by those who 
form their style from poUtical pamphlets, and 
those pretended speeches in parliament that ap- 
pear in newspapers. Should'this jargon continue 
to gain ground among us, English literature will 
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go to mill. During the last twenty years, es- 
pecially siDce the breaking out of the American 
war, it has naade an alarming progress. One 
does not wonder that such a &shion should be 
adopted by illiterate people, or by those who are 
not conversant in the best English authors ; but 
it is a shame to see such a man as Lord Hailes 
g^ve way to it, as he has done in some of his 
latest publications. If I live to execute what I 
propose, on the writings and genius of Addison, 
I shall at least enter my protest against this 
practice; and, by exhibiting a copious specimen 
of the new phraseology, endeavour to make my 
reader s^t his heart against it. 

" I am very happy to hear, that your eldest son 
intends so soon to exchange Paris for Geneva; 
a land of impiety and distraction, for a settled 
govemmeot in a Christian country. Ever since 
the breaking out of this revolution, (I should 
rather say, since the commencement of French 
Anarchy) my opinion of that in&tuated people 
has been invariably the same. I wish them li- 
berty with all my heart; but the liberty they jum 
at, that is, the Hbeity of doing what they please, 
I do not wish them. No despotism is so dread- 
JiU as that of the rabble ; the Bastik was never. 
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80 bad a thing as the kmterne is; and t dwbt 
not that the greatest and most respectable part 
of the French nation -would be heartily glad to 
see their old government re-established, even in 
all its rigour. But, in fact, it was not rigorous ; 
it was the mildest despotism upon earth; and 
iar preferable, in my opinion, if we consider what 
was good in it^ as well as what was bad, to any 
republican form of government now subsisting. 
I wish Mr Burke would publish what he intend- 
ed on the present state of France. He is a man 
of principle, and a friend to reli^on, to law, and 
to monarchy, as well as to liberty." 



LETTER CCXVII. 

PR BEATTJE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 23d July, 179a 

" I have read Bnice's ' Travels,' all but the 
second volume, which contains a very uninte- 
resting business, the civil history of Abyssinia. 
1 became fonder of Bruce as he and I grew better 
acquainted. He is not an elegant writer, but he 
is frequently a learned one; and, though too 



C«.t.:,S:,G00glc 



LIFE OF Dlt BEATTIE. 81 

much given to ostentation, I think we must, for 
all that, acknowledge him to be a hero. There 
is much curious matter in him : I thought I saw 
some contradictions or inconsistencies; but tliat 
might be owing to the dfstracted state of my 
mind. If ] can find leisure, I will read him a 
second time, and then I am sure I shall like him 
still better. I honour him greatly for being a 
Christian, as well as a traveller and philosopher : 
there are in his book many striking confirmations 
of the truth of the Old Testament history, which_ 
he emphatically calls the most authentic of all 
ancient histories." 



LETTER CCXVIII. 

I)R BEA.TTIE TO SIS WILLIAM FORBES. 

AberdeeD, 3d August, 1790^ 

" My son continues, as he has been for these 
four weeks past, without either gaining grountl, 
or ^parently losing any. His debility is extreme; 
and his cough a little troublesome, but not very 
painful ; and to me it does not seem to have that 
hollow sound which is generally heard in cflft" 

VOL. III. F 
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sumptive cases. He continues his milk diet; 
the greatest part of which is goats' milk. 

" I am well aware of the propriety of your ad- 
vice and will endeavour to profit by it. - To tor- 
ment ourselves with unavailing anxieties about 
possible or even probable evils, is not only im- 
prudent, but unlawful ; for our religion expressly 
forbids it But I have not now the command of 
my thoughts. Ever since the commencement of 
our vacation, I have been passing, without inter- 
mission, from one scene of perplexity and sorrow 
to another. But let me not trouble you with 
things of this nature. It would become me bet- 
ter to speak of the manifold blessings which Pro- 
vidence has conferred upon me, than of any trials 
which may have fallen to my lot. These will 
all terminate well, if it is not my own fault ; and 
even for these I ought to be thankful ; for I can 
say, from the fullest conviction, that ' it is good 
' for me to have been afflicted.' 

" I am glad that you approve of my slight 
annotations upon Addison. I have not yet got 
a sight of the new edition of his prose- works; 
but I should like to see it, having almost forgot- 
ten what I wrote, of which I kept no copy. I 
am greatly obliged to Miss Bowdler for her fii- 
7 
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vourable opinion ; and am well pleased to find, 
that she approves of my sentiments with respect 
to the present rapid decline of the English lan- 
guage. I begin to fear it will be imposuble to 
check it; hut an attempt would be made, if I 
had leisure, and a little more tranquillity, of mind. 
" I have been leadings witlt all the attention 
that my bewildered mind is capable of, Bishop 
Newton's ' Dissertations on the Prophecies.' 
The simplicity of the style and manner is very 
characteristical of its author, whom I well knew, 
aiod- who was the most saint-like Nathaniel I 
ever saw. It is a very learned and pious work, 
and should be read by every body : for though 
all the reasonings are not equally satisfying, a 
thing not to be expected in such a work, it con- 
tains many acute and striking observations, 
which, though they should not overcome the 
obstinacy of the infidel, can hardly fail to con- 
firm the faith of the Christian. It contains a 
very great variety of historical information, and 
throws a surprising light on many obscure pas- 
sages of Scripture." 
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That ihisfortune which Dr Beattie had long 
dreaded, the loss of one so dear to him as his 
eldest SOD, was now fast advancing. In his let- 
ters to his friends for several months preceding, 
he had given a melancholy presage of what was 
about to happen ; and the piety and resignation 
with which he viewed its approach, were truly 
edifying. 

The foliowing letter to the Duchess of Gordon 
^ves an account of that event having actually 
taken place. It is worthy of himself, and can- 
not be perused without a deep sense of what tie 
must have suffered on the occasion. 



LETTER CCXIX. 

DR BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GOBDOV. 

Aberdeen, 1st December, 1790. 
" Knowing with what kindness and conde- 
scension your Grace takes an interest in eveiy 
thing that concerns me and my little family, I 
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take the liberty to infonn you, that my son 
James is dead; that the last duties to him are 
now paid ; and that I am endeavouring to return, 
with the little ability that is lefl me, and with 
entire submission to the will of Providence, to 
the ordinary business of life. I have lost one 
who was always a pleasing companion ; but who, 
&r the last five or six years, was one of the most 
entertaining and instructive companions that ever 
man was blest with: For his mind comprehended 
almost every science ; he was a most attentive 
observer of life and manners ; a master of classi- 
cal learning ; and he possessed an exuberance of 
wit and humour, a force of understanding, and 
a correctness and delicacy of taste, beyond any 
other person of his age I have ever knowp. 

" He was taken ill in the night of t^e 30th of 
November, 1789; and from that time his decline 
commenced. It was long what physicians call a 
nervous atrophy; but towards the end of J'un^ 
symptoms began to appear of the lung^ being af- 
fected. Goats' milk, and afterwards ass^' milk, 
were procured for him in abundance ; and such 
exercise as he could bear, he regularly took: 
these means lengthened his days, no doubt, ^id 
alleviated his suflerings^ which indeed were not 
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often severe ; but, in spite of all that could be 
done, he grew weaker and weaker, and died the 
19th of November, 1790, without complaint or 
pain, without even a groan or a sigh ; retaining 
to the last moment the use of his rational facul- 
ties ; indeed, from first to last, not one delirious 
word ever escaped him. He lived twenty-two 
years and thirteen days. Many weeks before it 
came, he saw death approaching; and he met it 
with such composure and pious resignation, as 
may no doubt be equalled, but cannot be sur- 



" He has left many things in writing, serious 
and humorous, scientific and miscellaneous, prose 
and verse, Latin and English ; but it will be a 
long time before I shall be able to barden my 
heart so ftr as to revise them. 

" I have the satisfaction to know, that every 
thing has been done for him that could be done ; 
and every thing according to the best medical 
advice that Scotland could afford. For the last 
five months Z kept in my family a young medi- 
cal friend, who was constantly at hand : and from 
the beginning to the end of my son's illness, I 
was always either by him, or within call. From 
these circumstances, your Grace will readily be- 
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lieve, that Iilerive no little satisfaction. But my 
chief comfort arises from reflecting upon the par- 
ticulars of his life; which was one uninterrupted 
exercise of piety, benevolence, filial affection, 
and indeed of every virtue which it was in his 
power to practise. I shall not, with respect to 
him, adopt a mode of speech which has become 
too common, and call him my poor son: for I 
must believe, that he is infinitely happy, and will 
be so for ever. 

" May God grant every blessing to your Grace, 
your family, and all your friends. 

" The Duke of Gordon has done me the ho- 
nour, according to his wonted and very great hu- 
manity, to write me a most friendly and sympa- 
thetic letter on this occasion." 
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SECTION IV. 



FROM THB DEATH OF DR BBATTIB 9 ELDEST SON 1 
1790, TO HIS OWN DEATH IH 1803t 



Jja. Beattis bore the loss o£ his son with sin- 
gular fortitude and resignation. Yet, although his 
grief was not clamorous, it was not the less se^ 
vere ; and that beautiful line of his own ' Hermit' 
might most aptly be applied to htm : 

" He thought as a sage, though he felt as a man." 

That, event indeed had been long foreseen ; he 
was therefore not altp^ther unprepared to meet 
the stroke: and the thousand nameless attentions 
which he had been in the daily habit of paying 
to this darling object of his aifection, during the 
course of his illness, by continually occupying his 
time, had in some degree given employment to 
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his thoughts, and had prevented him from feel- 
ing the full weight of his impending misfortune. 
But when at length the scene was closed, and he 
had piously paid the last mournful duties to his 
child's remains, he experienced, in its full extent, 
the melancholy void which was occasioned by the 
loss of one so dear to him, who, as he himself 
emphatically expresses it, had been " the plea- 
" santest, and for the last four or five years of 
" his short life, one of the most instructive com- 
" panions that ever man was delighted with. But 
" —The Lord gave; the Lokd hath takew 
" awat: blessed be the name of the Lord. 
" — I adore the Author of all good, who gave 
" him grace to lead such a life, and die such a 
" death, as makes it impossible for a Christian to 
*' doubt of his having entered upon the inheri- 
" tance of a happy immortality."* His habitual 
piety and submission to the will of Heaven, were 
indeed the great sources whence he derived that 
fortitude by which he was enabled to bear up 
under this weight of affliction. The very thought, 
too, of his son's extraordinary merit, while in one 



* " AccoDDt or the Life and Character of James Hay Beat- 
lie," p. 66. IZmo edition. 
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respect it aggravated the feeling of faisJoss, af- 
forded him no slight consoUtion under it; and I 
believe he might have appropriated to himself, 
with peifect sincerity, the beautiful and affecting 
eulogy of the gp:eat Duke of Ormond, on oct:ft- 
sion of the death of the virtuous aod gallant Earl 
of Ossory, that " he would not exchange his - 
" dead son for any living son in Christendom."* 
As soon as Dr Seattle was able to collect his 
scattered tiioughts, he^set himself to examine the 
papers which his son had left behind him ; con- 
sisting chiefly of fragments of essays, and unfi- 
ni^cd pieces of poetry, on the composition of . 
which he had occasionally employed himself; to- 
gether with many unconnected memorandums of 
what he meant to perform, had it pleased God 
to prolong his life. Those manuscripts, as they 
evinced the extent of his genius, and the siugu- 
Ur proflciency to which he had attained during 
so short a period, in so many branches of litem- 
ture and science, while they excited his father's 
admiration, added to the regret he could not but 
feel for the untimely iate of one who had given 
luch rich promise, had he been spared, of being 

* Hiune'i ' Hbtory of England/ Vol. VUI. p. 1«4. 
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aa ornament to his countiy, and a blessing to 
mankind. From among these papers, he select- 
ed such pieces as he thought deserving of preser- 
vation ; and he soothed his grief, by writing an 
account of his son's life and character, which he 
resolved, though not to publish, yet to print for 
the use of his friends. He was pleased to in- 
scribe it to Mr Baron Gordon, Major Mercer, 
Mr Arbuthnot, and myself, to alt of whom he 
was much attached, as he had long received from 
us the strongest proofs of mutual friendship. 

Of this selection, it must be fairly acknow- 
ledged, that all the pieces are by no means of 
equal merit While some bear undisputed marks 
of genius and talents, far beyond the author's 
years, others do not rise even to mediocrity. He 
himself gave the reason of the miscellaneous na- 
ture of the collection, in his prefatory address ; 
in which hfe says, that " He wislied to give such 
" proofs as could be had, and might be publish- 
" ed, of the various talents of the author ; and, 
" for the sake of example, to show, that, though 
** studious and learned, he was neither austere 
" nor formal ; and that in liim the strictest piety 
" and modesty were united with the utmost 
" cheer^lness, and even playfulness' of disposi- 
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".tion."* In vain was it tliat some of hia friends, 
to whose perusal he had submitted the manu- 
script, took the liberty of representing to him, 
that of those humorous pieces, of which Dr 
Beattie was himself exceedingly fond, although - 
they had no doubt been highly relished by the 
domestic circle, for whose amusement they had 
been originally composed, some were of such a 
nature, as that no very high degree of approba- 
tion could be looked for from others-T—tbat, there- 
fore, he had better confine his selection to such, 
whether in verse or prose, as were of undisputed 
merit Di- Beattie, however, continued firm in 
his own opinion ; and the volume came from the 
press as it now appears, f To the edition of Dr 
Beattie'a works, in prose and verse, now prepar- 
ing for publication, I propose to subjoin only 
such a selection of those pieces of his son\ as, 
in my judgment, do him most credit; together 

* Dedication of the " Accoout of the Life and Character of 
" James Hay BeaHie," p. Tii. 

f I have said, that the volume was originally printed at Dr 
Bedltie's expence, and only distributed amoDg his friends. 
Those pieces of his son's, however, so printed, together with the 
Account of his Life and Character, have since been publisht^d 
for sale in London, as a second volume of an edition of hii own 
poetical works, published under his authority in the year 1709- 
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with an abridgement of the ' Account of his 
' Life and Character.' If, in doing so, I shall 
thuB take the liberty of differing from an autho- 
rity so high, I can only plead in my own vindi- 
cation, the opinion T have mentioned, as having 
originally been pven, and the rectitude of my 
intention, in anxiously wishing to do what I 
think will be most conducive to the reputation 
of both father and son. 

I now proceed with a continuance of his cor- 
respondence with his friends. 



LETTER CCXX. 

DR BEATTIE TO THE BET* DE LAII4G. 

Aberdeen, Uth December, 1790. 

" I know you are anxious to hear from me ; 
and I wish, as I have much to say, to write you 
a long letter ; but that is not in my power at pre- 
sent. There is only one. subject on which I can 
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think ; • and my nerves arc so shattered, and my 
mind feels (if I may so express myself) so sore^ 
that I can hardly attend to any thing. You may 
be assured, that to the will of God I am pcrftct- 
ly resigned : and. In the late dispensation of his 
Providence, I see innumerable instances of the 
divine benignity, for which I can never be suffi- 
-ciently thankful. 

(( ]yj^ ****** would tell you many particulars, 
which I need not recapitulate. Since the last 
duty was paid, I have thrice a-day attended my 
business in the college ; the doing of which is, 
in the present circumstances, painful and lab<»i- 
ous, but perhaps salutary. I sleep irregularly; 
the pain in my side is frequently troublesome ; 
and the dizziness of my head is so great, as would 
alarm and astonish me, if I had not been used to 
it : but, upon the whole, I am as well as I had 
any reason to expect. I have had very kind let- 
ters of condolence from all my fnends. 

" i know not whether you will, as a physician, 
approve of what I am doing at my hours of lei- 
sure — writing an aco>unt of the life, character, 
education, and literary proficiency, of our depart- 

* The recent )ow of his eldeal son. 
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ed friend. I sometimes think it g^ves relief to 
my mind, and soothes it. At any rate, it is bet* 
ter than running into company, in order to drive 
him, as much as possible, out of my remembrance. 
With all the tenderness that writing on such a 
subject necessarily occasions,' it yields also many 
consolations so pleasing, that for the world I 
would not part with them. I know not what I 
shall do with this narrative when it is finished : 
I have thoughts of printing a few copies of it, 
and sending them to my particular friends. 

'* I have ordered a marble slab to be erected 
over his grave; with an inscription of which I 
inclose a copy. In some things I think it falls 
below the truth; but rises in nothing above it, so 
far as I can judge. Monumental inscriptions I 
consider as belonging, not to poetry, but to his- 
tory ; the writers of them should give the truth, 
if possible the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. I .wrote this inscription in Latin ; think- 
ing that language more suitable, than English, 
to bis character as a scholar and philosopher. 
The papers he has left are many ; but few of them 
finbhed. In little notes and memorandums, 
some Latin and some English, I find strokes of 
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character greatly to his honour, fbrniB of devo- 
tion, pious resolutions, hints for writing essays, 
&c" ■ 



LETTER CCXXI, 

DR BEATTIE TO THE BEV. BR I.AINO. 

Abeideeo, Slat January, 1791. 
" My heart is likely to receive very soon ano- 
ther deep wound. Our Principal's life is in the 
most extreme danger. The disorder began with 
what was supposed a cold only, but has become 
a most violent asthma with fever, and in the night- 
time such extreme distress, that Mrs Campbell 
told me to-day, in an agony of grief, that it would 
be better for him to be at rest This morning 
he expressed great anxiety to see me. I went 
immediately, and was a quarter-of-an-hour alone 
with him. He told me he was dying; with 
other matters which I cannot mention ; and gave 
me directions with respect to some things in 
which he is interested. I endeavoured to raise 
his spirits ; and when I left him, he was better 
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than when I went in. But Dr ••••• has little 
or no hopes of him : Mrs Campbell has none. I 
thought his pulse not bad ; but he told me be 
had always a very slow pulse. A person so ami- 
able and so valuable, and who has been my inti- 
mate and affectionate friend ibr thirty years, it is 
not a slight matter to lose : but I fear I must lose 
him. His death will be an unspeakable loss to 
our society. 

" The monument, with the inscription, is now 
erected in the church-yard ; so that all that mat- 
'ter is over. I often dream of the grave that is 
under it: I 9aw with some. satisfaction, on a late 
occasion, that it is very deep, and capable of 
holding my coffin laid on that which is already 
in it. I hope my friends will allow my body to 
sleep there."* 

* See Vol. L p. 38. 
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The inscription is as follows : 

JACOBO. HAY. KBATTIE. JACOBt F. 

PUlo*. m. Aead. MaritdiaL Prqfisuori. 

AdoieMxMi, 

Ea, Modatia. 

So, Suaokate. JlfonoN. 

Ea. Beneoolentia. a^ o mma . 

Ea. trga. Detan. PietaU. 

Vt, HtoMOMtDM. mUL mfra. 

In. Bomi. IMerit. 

In. Thetiit^. 

In. Omni. PItUoaophia. 

Excrcitatimmo, 

Potuc. VM^er. 

lltbua. m. LeDMibta. jicelo. 

In. Grandioribvs. SiMimL 

, Std. Placidani. Animam 0acit. 

XIX. NoBtmb. MBCCXC. 

Ataoi. habau. XXI L Dieigue. XIII. 

Pater, hosuns. H.'M. P. 
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LETTER CCXXII. 

»R BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM lORBESi 

Aberdeeo, Slat Jaaoary, 17SF. 

" I have too often sent you letters that must 
have given you pain : I am happy in having it in 
my power to send one that will give you plea- 
sure. I beg you will let Mr Baron Gordon and 
Mr Arbuthnot know the contents of it. 

" Our Principal .Ca-mpbells disorder has taken 
an unexpected and very favourable turn. I sat 
with him half-an-hour to-day, and found, to my 
inexpressible satisfaction, that his fever is goite, 
that he has little to complain of> and that he now 
begins to have hopes of recovery. I have seldom 
seen him more cheerful ; and he would willingly 
have talked much more than I would allow him 
to do. Few things have ever happened to me in 
life that gave me more satisiaction than the pros- 
peet of his recovery. It is a blessing to the pub- 
lic, of inestimable benefit to Mariscbal College, 
and to me a very singular mercy. In conse- 
- qucnce of it, I -feel my heart . more disengaged 
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and . light, * than it has heen these many long 
months. May God con&Tn his recovery, and 
preserve him ! The physicians both entertain san- 
guine -hopes. 

" You, my dear Sir, and I, have seen several 
instances of the power of Christianity in triumph- 
ing over death. I saw many instances of it on a 
late occasion, that nearly affected me. I must 
give yoiv a little anecdote, which Mrs Campbell 
told me to-day : At a time when Dr Campbell 
seemed to be just expiring, and had told his wife 
and niece that it was so, a cordial happened un- 
expectedly to giv« him relief. As soon as he 
was able to speak, he said, tliat he wondered to 
see their countenances so melancholy, and cover- 
ed with tears, in the apprehension of his depar- 
ture. At that instant, said he, I felt my mind 
in such a state, in the thoughts of my immediate 
dissolution, that I can express my feelings in no 
other way, than by saying, that I was in a rap~ 
ture. The feelings of such a mind as Dr Camp- 
bell's, in such an awful mwnent, when he certain- 
ly retained the full use of all liis iaculties, deserve 
to be attended to. When will an infidel die such 
a death! 
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" I have a thousand things to say ; but; afiet 
what I said last, every thing else is impertinent. 
Adieu ! May God bless Lady Forbes and your 

family.'' 



LETTER CCXXIIL 

SB BEATTIE TO TU£ DUCHESS OF GOftDON. 

Aberdeen, 7th March, 1701. 

'* After the patient hearing which your Grace 
has done me the honour to grant to several of my 
opinions, I presume you will not be at a loss to 
guess what I think of Mr Burke's book on the 
French revolution. I wished the French nation 
very well; Iwished their government reformed, 
and their religion ; I wished both to be according 
to the British model : and I know not what bet- 
ter things I could have wished them. But (with 
the skill and temper of that sui^on, who, in or- 
der to alleviate the toothacb, should knock all 
his patient's teeth down his throat) they, instead 
of reforming popery, seem to have resolved upon 
the abolition of C'bristianity ; instead of amend- 
ing their government they have destroyed it; 
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and instead of advising their King to consult his 
own and his pedple's dignity, by making law the 
rule of his conduct, they have used him much 
more cruelly than our Charles I. was used; they 
have made him a prisoner and a slave. 

" They will have a democracy indeed, and no 
aristocracy ! They know not the meaning of the 
words. -A democracy, in which all men are sup- 
posed to be perfectly equal,*never yet took place 
in any nation ; and never can, so long as the dis- 
tinctions are acknowledged, of rich and poor, 
master and ^servant, parent and child, old and 
young, strong and weak, active and indolent, 
wise and unwise. They will have a republic; 
and of this word too they misunderstand the 
meaning; they confound republic with levelling: 
and a levelling spirit, generally diffused, would 
soon overturn the best republican fabric that ever 
was reared. They must also . have a monarchy 
(or at least a monarch) without nobility ; not 
knowing, that without nobility a free monarchy 
can no more subsist, than the roof of a house 
can rise to and retain its proper elevation, while 
the walls are but half built ; not knowing, that 
where there are only two orders of people in a 
nation, and those the regal and the plebeiai^ 
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there must be perpetual dissention between them, 
either till the king get the better of the people, 
which will make him (if he pleases) despotical, 
or till the people get the better of the king, 
which, where all subordination is abolished, 
must introduce anarchy. It must be the interest 
of the nobility to keep the people in good hu- 
mour, these being always a most formidable bo- 
dy ; and it js equally the interest of the nobles 
to support the throne ; for if it fall they are crush- 
ed ill its ruiii^ The same House of Commons 
that murdered Charles I. voted the House of 
Lords to be useless: and when the rabble of 
Fraqce had imprisoned and enslaved their King, 
the}' inifiiediately set about annihilating their no- 
ble^ Such things have happened ; and such 
f,hing9 must always happeti in like circumstances. 
These principles I have, been pondering in my 
mind t(ie?e thjrty yeai^; and the more I learn of 
history, of law, and of human nature, the more 1 
become satisfied of thpir truth. But there seems 
to be just now in France such a total ignorance 
of human nature and of good learning, as is per- 
fectly astonishing; there is no consideration, no 
simplicity, no dignity ; all is froth, phrensy, and 
foppery. 
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" In Mr Burke's book are many expressions, 
that mighti perhaps, with equal proprie^, have 
been I^ss, warm : but against these it is not easy 
to guard, when a povrerful eloquence is animated 
by' an ardent, mind. ITiere are also, no doubt, 
some things that might have been omitted with- 
out loss: and tlie arrangement of the subject 
might perhaps have been more convenient for or- 
dinary readers. But. the spirit aiid principles of 
the work, I, as a lover of my King, and of the 
constitution of my country, do highly approve; 
and within my very narrow circle of influence, I 
shall not &il to recommend it. It came very ~ 
seasonably ; at a time, when a considerable party 
among us are labouring to introduce into this 
island the anarchy of France ; and when some 
seem to entertain the hope, that the carifege of 
civil war will soon deluge our streets in blood : 
But no matter, say they, provided Kings, and no- 
bles, and bishops, are exterminated; and Maho- 
metans, Pagans, and atheists, obtain universal tOr 
leration. 

" I once intended to have attempted to write 
something on the subject of Mr Burke's book, 
and nearly according to his plan : and, had my 
mind been a little more at ease during the last 
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mmmer, I believe I should have done it But 
■when I heard that Mr Burke had the matter in 
hand, I knew any attempt of mine would be not 
only useless, but impertinent He has done the 
•ubject infinitely more justice than it waft to my 
power to do. 

" At a time when your Grace has so many 
matters of importance to attend to, I would not 
have troubled you with so lOng a tetter, if you 
had not desired me to give my opinion' of Mr 
Burke's book. But this ted me into some digres- 
uons; which, though your judgment may blame, 
I know your goodness will pardon." 



LETTER CCXXIV. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Fdlham Palace, 7th Jane, IT91. 
" The Bishop of London, who brought me out 
of town on Saturday last, urges me to go to 
Bath; in which he is joined by Miss Hannah 
More, who is liere just now, though she com- 
mouly resides at Bath. She is to draw up a pa- 
per of directions for me. I know not whether 
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you h&ve seen her. She is one of the most agree- 
able womm I know : to her genius and learn- 
ing • you are no stranger. 

" Fulham Palace is a noble and venerable pile> 
and so large that I have not yet learned to find 
my way in it. The grounds belonging to it, 
which, are perfectly level, and comprehend twen- 
ty or thirty acres, are of a circular form nearly, 
and surrounded by a moat supplied with water 
irom the iliames ; and round the whole circum- 
ference, on the inside of ^e moat, there is a fine 
gravel walk, shaded with four or five rows of the 
most majestic oaks, elms, &:c. that are any where 
to be seen. Of the buildings, which form two 
square courts, (besides offices,) some are ancient, 
and some comparatively modem. Many of the 
apartments are magnificent, particularly the di- 
ning-room (which was the work of Bishop Sher- 
lock) and the hbrary. There is also a very ele- 
gant chapel, in which the whole family meet to 
prayers, at half |^t nine in the morning, and 
where the Bishop preached to us on Sunday even- 
ing, from the seoHid article of the creed. I ne- 
ver heard, even from him, a finer sermon ; and 

* VoL L p. 272. Vgl U. p. SS*. 



b^Googlc 



108 Z.IF£ OF DE BEATTir. 

Montagu, who is a sort of critic in sermons, was 
in utter astonishment at the enei^ and degance 
of his pronunciation. 

*' I read yesterday the debate on the slave- 
trade, which fills a two-shilling pamphlet. The 
speeches of Mr Wilberforce, Mr Pitt, Mr W. 
Smith, and Mr Fox, are most excellent, and ab- 
solutely unanswerable. The friends to the aboli- 
tion are very sanguine in their hopes, that this 
diabolical commerce will in twi? or three years 
be at an end/' 



LETTER CCXXV, 

DR BEATTIE TO THE REV. DR LAING. 

Fulham Palace, 8th Jupe, 1791. 
" I know you will be very anxious to hear 
good accounts of my health, and I wish I could^ 
send you such ; but that is very fiir from being 
the case. I left Aberdeen the l6th of April, and 
in a week, for I went very slowly, I got to Edin- 
burgh, where I remained three weeks,' during all 
which time we had from the east very cold and 
stormy weather. The journey from Edinburgh 
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to London was the work of nine days ; for on 
account of my health I still went slowly, seldom 
above fifty miles a-day, though the roads were 
the finest that can be. On my arrivalin London, 
the wind settled in the east, where it has been 
e^'er since ; and the weather, from being cold and 
stormy, became, and still continues to be, unsup- 
portably hot. Violent heat and east wind will, ' 
either of them, beat down my strength at any 
time: think then what I suffered, when both 
came upon me at once, enforced by the stifling 
atmosphere of London. I lost all my strength, 
and all the spirit that remained with me. The 
day after my arrival, I dined with Mrs Montagu, 
and her amiable nephew and niece, and intro- 
duced Montagu to his god-mother, who gave 
him as affectionate a reception as if he had been 
her own son, and seemed to be (indeed she told 
me she was) much pleased with his appearance 
and behaviour. Every body he has seen is kind 
to him, and he very soon becomes acquainted 
wherever he is. We lodged ten days with our 
friends Mr and Mrs *•*•**, who showed us the 
utmost attention and kindness, and with whom 
we should have still been, if the Bishop of Lon- 
don had not on Saturday last brought us to this 
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place, which is his summer residence. It is in- 
deed a noble and venerable mansion^ five miles 
from town, on the brink of the Thames, and si- 
tuated in a spacious lawn, surrounded with rows 
of the most majestic ehns and oaks, &c. that are 
any where to be seen. I may have told you, that 
our friend ******"a house is within a hundred 
yards of Westminster Abbey. Notwithstanding 
this, and that the commemoration music was go> 
ing on at the time we were there, in the presence 
of the King and Royal Family, and some thou- 
sands of the first people of the kingdom, and 
conducted by the greatest band of musicians that 
ever were brought together in this world ; and 
though the music was Handel's, (for his Majesty 
hears no other on that occasion,) yet my health 
was such, that I could not go to it. Perhaps this 
was no loss to me. Even the organ of Durham 
Cathedral was too much for my feelings; for it 
brought too powerfully to my remembrance an- 
other organ, much smaller indeed, but more in- 
teresting, which I can never hear any more."* 



* This alludes to his eldest son's perfomiance on tbat iiutru- 
meat. 



bvGoogIc 



i 



MFE OF DB BEATTIB. 



LETTER CCXXVL 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 

Folium Palace^ SOth June. 1791. 

" I am fevoured with yours of the I7th, and 
thank you for every part of it» especially for that 
in which you give me so particular an account of 
Lady Forbes, in whom I am indeed as much in- 
terested as I can be in any human being. I am 
greatly concerned to hear of her relapse ; which, 
considering the very untowardly state of ^e wea- 
ther, we need neither wonder nor be alarmed at : 
but now, when summer and the west-wind are at 
last come, I «n conBdent she will soon expe- 
rience a very sensible change for the better, and 
gradually regain her wonted health ; to which 
her placid and cheerful temper will greatly con- 
tribute. 

" My health is better since I came hither. To 
the tranquillity, the fresh air, and the venerable 
bowers of Fulham Palace, I owe much ; but 
much more to its delightful inhabitants, whom I 
cannot leave without great regret. Among other 
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pleasing circumstances, I have here had an op- 
portunity of renewing my acquaintance with some 
very respectable friends, whom I was formerly 
much connected with, but had not seen these 
fourteen years ; particularly Lord Viscount Crc- 
mome (formerly Lord Dartrey) and his lady, Mrs 
Boscawen (the Admiral's widow), and Mrs Gar- 
rick, who, notwithstanding her age, is still an 
elegant woman. I have also, once and again, 
met with Mr Horace Walpole, and had much- 
conversation with him.* He. is a very agreeable 
man, perfectly well bred, and of pleasant dis- 
course; but it pains one to see him so miserably 
martyred by the gOut, both in his feet and hands. 
" Dining some days ago with Lord Guilford f 
at Busby Park, I une:cpectedly met with your 
friend, the Bishop of Kilaloe, ;}: and his son, I 
presented your compliments to the Biafaop, who 
asked particularly about Lady Forbes and you, 
and desired to be remembered to you. I was 

* The-vell-knoin) proprietor of 9tranberry-Hill; anerward* 
Earl of Orford. He died 2d March, 1797, aged seveaty-nine. 

t Formerly Lord North, to whom, when minister, Dr Beattie 
had been m much obliged in the business of his pensicHi, in tba 
year 1773. SeeVol. I. p. 332. 

X Dr Barnard, now Bishop of Limerick. 
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healtb, and how I meant to pus the summer ; 
apoke of the Duchess of Gordon, the improTe- 
ments of Edinburgh, and various other matters : 
and when I told him, I knew not what apc^ogy 
to make for intruding upon him, said, that no 
^>ology was necessary, for that he was very glad 
to see me, and denred to see me again." 



LETTER CCXXVII. 

DR BEATTIE TO U16S YALEWIINE. 

Saudle&ia. Berluhire, 27th July, 17S1. 
" Bath is a town about twice as large as Aber- 
deen, and situated- in the bottom of a deep and 
narrow valley, overhung with steep hills on every 
side ; so that there is hardly such a thing to be 
:^t there as a fresh breeze. The soil is white 
chalk, which on the surface of the groimd is 
pounded, by the feet of animals, and the wheels 
of cairiages, into a line powder, which, in dry 
weather, is continually Hying about; and, drawn 
in with the breath, proved most offensive to my 
lungs, though they are not easily affected ; in 
wet weather it covers, all the level and n^row 
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streets vHh a Aeep mm. The heat of the place 
is, as you will readily suppose, very great; and 
the air liiiich more close and stifling than that of 
Lotidon- Soine of the streets are, in respect of 
architecture, very elegant, if they be not too 
gaudy, and too much ornamented ; but, on the 
whole, it is an irregular and veiy inconvenient 
ibWiL Bang all built of free-stone, (an uncom- 
mon thing in England,) it has more the air of a 
Scotch town than of an English one ; the Eng- 
lish towns being for the most part of brick: and 
it put me more in mind of Edinburgh than any 
other place X have seen. Montagu will tell you 
more of it hereafter. The water of the pump, at 
least of that pump at which I was desired to 
drink, - is so warm as to raise the mercury in the 
thermometer to 103 : The common fountain-wa- 
ter is c\e3i and cool, and indeed veiy good. 

"At Bath, though my stay was so short, I met 
with some very agreeable people, particularly two 
ladies (to whom X was recommended by Miss 
Hannah More), and Mr Wilberfotce.* This gen- 

* William Wilberfi»ce, Esq. M. P. for the county of York, 
the strennoiu pramoteri ia the House of CotnicDDs, of the abo- 
lition of the ^are-tnde ; author of 'A Fiactical View of the 
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tleman, whom you know I was very' anxious to 
see, is, for those virtues that most adorn human 
nature, one of the most distinguished character 
of the age ; and withal a man of great wit, cheer- 
■ fill conversation, exemplary piety, and uncom- 
mon abihties: I a^ sony to see he is not robust; 
I am afraid his health is too delicate. I was with 
him part of three days. He is very partial to mc^ 
and showed me every possible attention, and- was 
veiy kind to Montagu." 



In the year 1790, f Dr Beattie had published 
the first volume of ' Elements of Moral Science;' 

prevailiDg Religious System of professed ChnsdanB, : in the 
higher and middle Classes in this Country, contrasted with 
" real Christianity.' 

t I must not omit to mentjon here a circumstance reacting 
the pnblication of the ' Elements of Moral Science/ Ttry much 
to the credit of Dr Beattie. On his writing to me to dispose of 
the manuscript, to be printed in octavo, I applied to his book- 
seller, who made offer of a sum of money for the copy>right; 
adding, however, that be could afford to give me more if the 
book were to be printed in quarto. 'On my mentioning this to 
Dr Beattie, he immediately answered, "No; 1 do not wish, for 
" the sake of profit to myself, to increase the price to my stu- 
" dents, many of whom <an but ill alFord to purchase an expen- 
"sive publicatiw." It accordingly iaevechaa been printed ia 
quarto. 
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the second volume did not make its appearance, 
until the year 1793. In an advertisement pre- 
fixed to the first volume, he informs us, that they 
contain an Abridgment, .and, for the most part, 
a very brief one, of his Lectures on Moral Phi- 
losophy 'and Logic, delivered in Marischai Col- 
lege. It had long been his practice, he says, 
■with a view of assisting the memory of his hear- 
ers, to make them write notes of each discourse. 
This practice, although it strongly evinces Dr 
JBeattie's great attention to the instruction of his 
pupils, was not without its disadvantages, both 
to them and to himself. 

< As these notes were written in the lecture- 
room, many hours were necessarily consumed in 
that manner, which might have been more use- 
fully employed in listening to the teacher. Aa 
they were also written in haste, they were very 
oflen inaccurate ; and, by an unavoidable conse- 
quence, many manuscript copies had got into the 
world, and even some part into print, incomplete,' 
as well as incorrect, with more imperfections, 
says Dr Beattie, than could reasonably be im- 
puted to the author. To remedy both these evils, 
he was intreated to publish these notes himself^ 
and thus put it in the power of his students to 
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procure correct copies of tbe whole sunfiiiaiy, a 
little enlarged in the doctrinal parts, and with^ 
the addition of a few illustrative examples. Such 
is the account Dr Beattie g^ves of the publica- 
tion of his * Elements of Moral Science.* He 
adds farther, in the ii^me advertis^pnt^ thait he 
presumes nobody will be offended, if iii tb,es9 
papers there be found, as there pert^uiily will, 
numberless thoughts and arguntents, Y^ich ^^y 
be found elsewhere- It will be confidjered, Jie 
says, that as a professed province is genera% ^• 
signed him by public authpnty, his business is 
rather to collect and arrange bis materials, thaQ 
to invent or in^ke them. In his illustratiQns, in 
order to render what he teaches afi pier^picupus 
and entertaining as possible, he may give anpple 
scope to his inventive powers ; but in pifeparing 
a summary of his principles, he wilj be in<we soUr 
ditous to make a collection of useful truths, hawr 
ever old, than to amuse lus readers with paradox, ■ 
and theories of his own contrivance. Ai^d let it 
be considered farther, h;^ add^s^ that as ^1 tb^ 
prajcticalj and most of thp speculative, partjs of 
tUjOial scaeijce, have be?n frequeatly. and fully ex- 
plained by the ablest wnters, he would, if b; 
fkbould a^cX novelty in these qiatters, neither do 
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justice to his subject, nor easily clear himself 
irom the charge of ostentation. 

Notwithstanding this modest declaration on 
the part of the author, we should do great injus- 
tice to' the work, were we to suppose it to be ao 
more than a mere prospectus, or syllabus of a' 
course of lectures on moral philosophy. In a 
certain degree, no doubt, it may be considered as 
a text-book ; "but in general so copious, so lumi- 
nous in the arrangement^ so perspicuous in the 
language, and so excellent in the sentiments it 
every where inculcates, that although the pro- 
found metaphysician and logician may not find 
in it that depth of science which they may ex- 
pect to meet with in some other works of the 
same description, the candid inquirer after truth 
may rest satisfied, that if he has studied these 
' Elements' with due attention, he will have laid 
a solid foundation, on which to build all the 
knowledge of the subject necessaiy for the com- 
mon purposes of life. Some of the topics are no 
doubt treated with more, some with less, brevity. 
Of such <^ the lectures as have already, under 
the ndme of * Ess^s,' been published in the same 
form in which they were at first composed, parti- 
cnlarly those on * The Theoiy of Language,' and 
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' On Memory and Imagination,' Dr Beattie has 
made this abridgment as brief as was consistent 
with any degree of perspicuity; while he has 
bestowed no less than seventy pages on his fe- 
vourite topic, the JhlUion of the Slave-trade, and 
the subjects of Slavery connected with it On the 
Skeoe-trade, indeed, Dr Beattie felt the strongest 
and warmest interest in favour of the poor Afri- 
cans ; and he had employed himself^ during five- 
and-twenty years, in collecting materials and in- 
formation for the purpose of writing and publish- 
ing an essay in behalf of that unhappy people. 
In the mean time, he contrived to interweave 
into his lectures much of the substa!nce of his 
projected essay; and while the business was 
pendrag in Parliament, and he waited with an- 
xious expectatTon the success <>f the efforts of 
Mr WiJberforce.and his friends towards effecting 
the abolition of the trade, Dr Beattie comforted 
himself with the reflection, not only that he was 
doing his duty, by raising his voice against the 
traffic, but that many of his pupils, in the various 
vicissitudes of life, being led to the West Indies, ■ 
mjght cany his principles with them ; and thus 
contribute, in a certain degree, to improve the 
unhappy condition of the negroes in our colo- 
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nies. * His ' Essay on Slavery,' however, was 
never published : nor do I find any other trace 
of it among his papers, than what is to be met 
with in this summary of his lectures. 

Dr Beattie has divided his course of lectures 
into four parts, viz. Psychology, Natural Theolo-. 
gy. Moral Philose^hy, and Logic. These, again, 
he has subdivided into a variety of subordinate 
parts. Under the first part, he has treated of the 
Perceptive Faculties, and of the Active Powers of 
Man. In the second, ov XhaX on Natural Tk&)- ■ 
hgy, he has devoted two chapters to the consi- 
deration of the Divine Existence and Divine At- 
tributes; the proofs of which he deduces from 
what we feel within ourselves, and what we per- 
ceive in contemplating created nature around us. 
To this he has added an appendix on the Irmna- 
teriality and Immortality of the Soul. His second 
volume, or that division of his subject which 
comprehends Moral Philosophy, commepces with 
Ethics, under which head he gives a general de- 
lineation of virtue, as well as of the nature and 
foundation of particular virtues, comprehending 
those duties which we owe to God, to one an- 

* Seepage 61. 
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other, and to ourselves. (Economics \hea folio w^ 
comprehending the relative duties of life; in 
irhich part it is, that he takes occasion to treat 
so largely oi SUnxry, and particularly that of the 
negroes. The third part contains two chapiters 
^ the General Natune of Law, and the Origin 
and Nature of Civil Govemnient. To this suc- 
ceeds Logic, comprehending Rhetoric and Belles 
JUttres, and ccmtainicg much beautiful and va- 
luable crrticism on style and composition of va- 
rious sorts ; which he who wishes to form a good 
style, and' to excel in composition of any kind, 
either prose or verse, will do well to study with 
attention.* The whole is concluded by some Bh- 
marks on Etndence. 

To give a more copious analysis is not neces- 
sary here, as those who wish to be better ac- 
quEunted with the work, will naturally have re- 
course to the book itself; which they will find 
to contain the most interesting truths, explained 
in a popular but ecmvincing manner, in which 
elegance, variety, andhannony of style, are united 



* The djligen^itudbitt, honever, will not conteat himself with 
thii abridgment, but will carettilly pernae what is said at lai^ 
' on the head, in Br Beattie's Essays and Dissertations on ' Poetry/ 
and ' The Theory of Language.' 
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with simj^ipi^, and the subjects illustrated by 
familiar allusions to history an^ commoa life, ia 
such a manner as may not only amuse the fancy, 
but instruct the understanding, and improve the 
heart 

But there is one excellence of Dr Beattie's 
* Lectures on Moral Philosophy,' on which I can- 
ixot but dwell W'tb peculiar emphasis ; and that 
is, his happy manner of fortifying his arguments 
from natural reli^n, on the most important 
points, by the Md of revelation. While he de- 
t^U, mth precision,, the proofs which natural 
reason alone affords, he never oolits any pSQpei 
opportunity of appealing to revelation in support 
of his doctrine, sometimes in the very words of 
Scripture at other times by a general reference 
to the subject, as it is to be learned there; thus . 
makisig them mutually support and strengthen 
each other, as ought ever to be the study of every 
teacher of ethics. Dr Beattie is, therefore, justly 
entitled to the most distinguished of all appella- 
tions, that of A Christian Moral Philoso- 

?ttBlb * 

* Ah eminent Professor of Moni Philosophy, Dr Fet^pnon, 
nbpi^ ' hecXfifGt,' delivered in the Dniveraitf of Edloborgh, 
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LETTER CCXXVIII. 

BB. BEATTIE TO ROBEBT ABBUTHNOT, ESCt. 

Aberdeen, 17th A|ml, 179^. 

"I am very happy in your and Mr Fraser 
Tytlei^s approbation of my book; as also Sir 
WilHam Forbes's and our Principal's, who read it 

have been published »nce he resigoed his chair, has the follow- 
ing observation : 

" It may be asked, perhaps, why he (the Professor) should 
_* restrict his ailment, as he has done, to the mere topics of 

* Natural Religion and Reason? This, being the foundatioB of 

* every superstructure, whether in morality or religion, and, 
" therefore, to l>e separately treated, he considered as that part 
" of the work which was allotted to him. Farther institution& 
" may improve, but cannot supersede, what the Almighty has 
" revealed in his works, and in the suggestions of reason to 



" When first we from tbe teeming vomb were brought, 
" With idborn precepts, tben, out aauli were franghl." 

RowB's iMcm, lib. ii. 1. 9U. 

* And what the Author of our nature has so taught, muat'be 
" considered as the test of every snbsequent institution that is of- 

* fered as coming from Him." |j 

J Prefatory adTertisement to ' Principles of Moral and Potitifal 
Sctence,' by jUtwi FergmoD, LL. D. page vlL 
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in manuscript General approbation I do not 
expect The plainness of the style will, by our 

la this coDctuding sentimeiit, Dr Fei^son is no doubt per- 
fectly rigbt; and yet I caDDOt but presuoie totally to differ from 
him iu regard to hia mazitn of confiniag himself to argumenU 
. drawn from natural religion and reason alone. The consetjuencei 
of such a mode of teaching appear to me extremely hazardous: 
Sot if the Professor shall state an aigument, amounting to any 
strong degree of probability, which at the beat is the utmost he 
caa do, there is danger that the studeut may rest satis&ed with 
the reasoning, and, leaving revelation entirely out of the ques- 
tion, may not seek to carry his inquiries any farther. If, on the 
contrary, he derive no solid conviction from the use of mere 
reasoning, the risk is, that he sink iato decided scepticism and 
mfidelity. 

Dr Beattie, on' the contrary, while he does ainple justice to 
his arguments from reason, never loses sight of the Gospel, as 
the sole anchor of a Cl^ristian's hope. As a proof of this, take 
the following among many instances that might be produced 
from the book now before us. The sentiments enforced are so 
transcendently beautifiil, that they n^ver can be out of place or 
leaaoD, wherever they may be found. 

. In his second chapter of Natural Theology, speaking of the 'di- 
vine attributes, he says: " Kevelation gives such a display of 
" the divine goodness, as must fill us with the most ardent gr»- 
" titude and adoration. For in it we find, that God has put it 
" in our power, notwitbnaading our degeneracy and unworthi- 
" ness, to be happy both in this world and for ever; a hope 
f which reason alone could never have permitted us to entertain 
" on any ground of certainty. And here we may repeat what' 
f was already hinted at, that although the right use of rea- 
" son supplies our first notions of the divine nature, yet it is 
■ fi^m revelation that we receive those distinct ideas of His at- 
" tributes whI providence, which are the foundation of our deai>> 
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fashionable writers, be termed vulgarity; the 
practical tendeiu^ of the whole will satisfy onr 

"est bopei. Tbe.nwit enlightened of the Heathen had no cer- 
" tain kiKnriedge tX his unity, spiritnality, etemity, vriadom, jo^ 
" tice, or mercy; and, by conieqaeDce, codld never contriTe a 
" comfiirtable aystem of natural religion, as Socrates, the wiaest 
" of th«in. acknowledged." % 

In his lecture on die Immortality of the Soul, he thus intro- 
dnces the subject : " It ii unnecessary to prove to a Christum, 
" that bis soul will never die; becaose he believes, that life and 
** immortality have been bronght to light by the Gospel. But, 
" though not necenary, it may be useful to lay before him 
" those argoments, whereby the immortality of the soul migfa) 
* be made appear, even to those who never heard of revelattOBj 
" probable in the highest degree," &c. &c. || 

In treating of the Divine Attributes, Dr Beattie says, " It is 
" reasonable to think, that a Being infiiiittfly good, mlut also hi 
^ of infinite mercy : but still the purity and justice <^ God must 
" convey the most alanning thoughts to those wlio know ^uStA- 
- selves to have been, in instances without number, inexcusably 
" crimiQal. But firom what is revealed 'A Scriptui^, concertiiflg 
" the divine dispensations with re^Spect to mail, WB learn, that 
" on performing certain conditions, we shall be' fb^VCn and re- 
" ceived into fevour, by means which at once displsy ihe divine 
" mercy in the most mniable light, atkd foUy' vlndicale the di-' 
", vine justice. * 

" It is indeed impossible to understaud the deotrines of ouf 
" religion, abd not to wuft at~ ieaH that they lAay bte true : for 
" they exhibit the most comfortable views of God and his pn> 
" vidence ; they recommend the purest and most perfect mora^ 
" lity ; and they breathe nothing throughout, but beaevoknee; 

\ Elemcstg of Moral ficleace, Vol. I. p. 400, J Ibid. p. 314, 
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speculative metaphyucians, that the author must 
be flhiUlow and' superficial, and a dealer in com- 

* equity, and peace ; and one may venbire to affiim, HaX no 
" man ever wiiAed the Gospd to be tro^ who did not find it 

JDiscouising of the Natiav qf Vtrtue, Dr Beattje layi^ « TbeM 
" speculations might lead into a labyrinth of perplexity, if ft 
" were not for what rer elation .dec lares coucerniag the divine 
" govenmient. It declares, that man may expecti on the per- 
" fbrmancc of certata conditions, not only pardon, but everiasU 

* ing happiness ; not on account of his own meril, which in the 
" si^t of God is nothing, but on account of the infinite merits 
" of the Redeemer, who, descendiag from the height of glory, 

* Tohintarily underwent the punishment due to sin, and dius o^ 
" tamed those high privileges for as many as should comply 
" with the terms annoanced by him to mankiad." f Again, 

" It is the belief of a tatan slate of retributira, that satisfies 
" the rational mind (rf the infinite rectilnde of the divine goven^ 
" ment ; and it is this persuasion only, that can make the vir- 
" tnous happy in the present life. And if we couki not without 
" revelation, entertain a well-grounded hope of future reward, it 
" is mily the virtue of the true Christian that can obtain Ab 
" happiness we now speak oC § 

"_ Though all men are sinners, yet some are highly respecta- 
' ble on account of their goodness ; and there ate crimes so 
" atrocioiu, peijary ftw exam|^, that one single pu-petration 
" makes a man mftunous. The Scripture expressly dedam^ 
" that, in the day of judgmenti it will be more tolerable for 
" some criminals than for others; and not obscuKly insinuatei^ 

* that the fiiture exallatirai of the righteous will be in proportioEi 
" to their virtue." || 

i EI«aenta of Moral Science, VoL I. p. 40S. 
f Ibid. Vol. II. f. 31. ^ Ibid. p. 39. 

n Ibid. p. 77. 
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mon-place observations ; and the deference that 
is paid in it to the doctrines of Christianity, will, 

speaking of Pieig, or the Duliet wt owe to God, be says, " How 
" far the deplorable condition of maDy of the buman race, with 
" respect to false religion, barbarous life, and an exclusion, hU 
" therto unsorniouDtable, frwn all means of intellectual improre- 
" ment, may extenuate, or whether it may not, by firtue of the 
" great atonement, entirely cancel the imperfection of those to 
" nhom, in this world, God never was, or without a miracle 
" conld be, known, we need ntA inquire. It is enough for us to 
" know, that for our ignorance we can plead no such apoio- 
" gy." t 

Chi the subject of Public Wot^ip, he says, " These consider- 
" atJooB alone would recommend external worship as a moat ex- 
" cellent means of improving our moral nature. But Christians 
" kn6w farther, that, this duty is expressly commanded j and 

* that particular blessings are promised to the devout perform- 
" aoce of it. In us, therefore, the neglect of it must be inexcu- 

* sable, and highly criminal. [| 

f That principle which restrains malevolent passions, by dis- 
*" poring (is to render to every one his own, is called Justice ; — 
" a principle of great extent, and which may not improperly be 
" said to fonn a part of every virtue ; as in every vice there is 
" stmiething of injustice towards God, our fellow men, or our- 
" selvea. As far as our fellow men are concerned, the greiU 
" rale of justice is, ' Whatfoeyer ye i^ould that men^hould do 
** unto you, do ye even so to them :' a precept which, in this its 
" complete form, we owe to the Gospel ; and which, for its 
"clearness and reasonableness, for being easily remembered, 
f and on all occasions easily applied to practice, can never be 
" too much admired." § 

% ElcmenU of Moral Science, VoL II. p. 80. 
II Ibid. p. SS. . ^ Ibid. p. 9S. 



b,Googlc 



. LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. ' 139 

by all our Frenchified critics, be coosidered as a 
proof, that he is no philosopher. You observe, 
very justly, that the sciaice of moraUty has not 
often, at least in modern times, been so treated, 
as to show its connection with practice ; but I 
have always considered morality as a practical 
science; and, in every other part of literature, T 
do not see the use of those speculations that can 
be applied to no practical purpose. - It may be 
said, that they exercise the human faculties, and 
so qualify men for being casuists and disputants; 
but casuistry and disputation are not the business 
for which man is sent into the world; although 
I grant, that they may sometimes, like dancing 
and playing at cards, serve as an amusement to 
those who have acquired a taste for th'em, and 
have npthing else to do." 



Such was the iito4e of teaching moral philosophy pracUsed by 
Dr Bcattie, during the long coane of upwards of thirty years in 
his public lectures at Aberdeen. Let the reader compare those 
animating and comfortable doctrines inculcated by thb excellent 
writer, with the cold aitd cheerless speculations of natural reason 
• alone, amt then let him say, which method most deserres tho 
preference or is most likely to pHunote the happiness of man- 
kind? 
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In the month of October, 1793, Dr ,Beattie 
wa3 much affected by the sudden death of his 
fevourite sister, Mrs Valentine. * She had left 
her house apparently in perfect health;. but hav- 
ing been taken ill in the street of Montrose, was 
carried home speechless, and expired in a few 
days. His mother had also died suddenly of an 
apoplexy, t From several of hts letters about 
this time, he appeai:a also to have believed him- 
self to be dangerously ill. At this period, in- 
deed, his health was so bad, that he ibund him- 
self unequal to the task of teaching his class as 
usual : he, therefore, engird Mr George Glen- 
nie, who had been his pupil, to assist him during 
the session of the university 1793-4. He conti- 
nued, however, to teach his class occasionally, 
until the commencement of the winter-session of 
theyear 1797. ■ 

* Widow of Captain John Valentine, who commanded a mer- 
chant vessel belonging to the town of Montrose, where his fa* 
mily resided. 

*^ Dr Beattie's mother resided, for several years befbre her 
death, with her son David in the neighbourhood of Lawrence 
kirk, during which period Dr Beattie showed ber every Burk oC 
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The Rev. Dr Campbell, on perusing Mr Fraaer 
Tytler's * Essay on the Principles of Translation,' 
had been struck with a coincidence gf the au- 
thor's sentiments in regard to the fundamental 
laws of the art, with those general principles, 
which he himself had briefly laid down in one of 
his preliminary dissertations to his ' New Trans- 
* lation of the Gospels,' and had expressed some 
suspicion, that the Author of the ' Essay on 
' Translation' had seen that dissertation, which 
was published a short time before his essay. Of 
the groundlessness of this suspicion, Mr Eraser 
Tytler very soon convinced that respectable 
writer, as he candidly owned in the amplest and 
most handsome terms of apology. The follow- 
ing passage in Dr Beattie's letter relates to this 
subject- 
attention in bis power. She died there at a very adTanced agfe. 
See Letter 3QCV. U> Mn Valentiae, V«l I p. U9. 
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LETTER CCXXIX. 

DB BEATTIE TO ALEX. FBA9ER TTTLER, ESQ. 
NOW LORD WOODHOUSELEE. 

Aberdeen, 17 th November, 1793. 

" I needed no- information on the subject of 
your last As you had not mentioned our friend 
Dr Campbell's ' Translation of the Gospels,' or 
the critical dissertations prefixed to it, I was very 
certain that you had neither borrowed any thing 
from him, nor even read that Teamed and excel- 
lent work ; and I told him so, and easily persuaded 
him that it was so. Your letter to him I read 
very attentively ; and as I knew there was no- 
thing in it which he would or could disapprove, 
I sealed and gave it to him. He is, I assure you, 
perfectly satisfied, as I dare say he has told yOu 
before now. On such a subject it is hardly pos- 
.uble that two men of sense and learning could 
. differ in t^nion ; and, therefore, it is no wonder 
tliat there should be such a coincidence of your 
sentimenta with his. I have thought, and writ- 
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■ ten too, on the same subject, and I agree most 
cordially with you both. 

" You did me much honour when you asked ■ 
me to write a short historical account of our dear 
departed fnend, your father. To do so would be 
an agreeable emplo3rment to me ; as I have some- 
times been inclined to think, that next to the 
pleasure of conversing with a living friend, is thit 
of meditating on the virtues of a deceased one. 
The last is indeed a melancholy pleasure, but is 
not perhaps on that account the leas delightful. 
But of late, since my health became so bad, I 
sometimes think I shall never be in a condition 
to' write any more. 1 am so much disheartened ' 
and stupiBed by this vertigo, to say nothing of 
my other complaints, that I frequently lose the 
command of my thoughts, and become incapable 
of all mental e3(,ertion. However, if I should get 
a little better, and if there is no occasion for 
haste in preparing the biographical account- of 
your fether, it may still perhaps be in my power 
to attempt it.* I am at a loss to know how to 

* This Dr Beattie never accomplished. An excellent bio- 
graphical sketch of the life of Mr Tytl&r, by Henry Mackenzie, 
Esq. a priated in the ' Traosactiona of the Royal Society of 
• Edinbu^h,' Vol. IV. p. 33. See d^peodix, [O.] ; and Vol. L 
p. 147. 
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find Dr Anderson's account, £ot I seldom see his 
periodical work; and with reviews and maga- 
zines I am still less acquainted. 

" If you see Sir William Forbes or Mr Arbutb- 
not, please to show them this letter. It will ac- 
count for my writing so seldom to them of late." 



LETTER CCXXX. - 

THE filSHO'P OF LONDOIf TO DR BBATTIB. 

Fulham House, 125tk June, 1794. 
" I have the pleasure of inclosing to you a let- 
ter from my fiiend, Lady Cremome, who writes 
to thank you for the veiy great pleasure she has 
received from the perusal of your son's ' Life/and 
the English part of his works. To her acknow- 
ledgments I must add my ownand Mrs Forteus's, 
who are both of us no less delighted with this 
publication. Among the Latin poems, I am par- 
t^ularly pleased with the ' Translation of the 
Messiah.' In the ' life' you have written of him, 
you have erected a lasting monument to him and 
to yourself. It will for ever remain a striking 
proof of his learning, genius, piety, beneVoIence, 
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«nd goodness of heart ; and of yoin- paternal ten- 
derness, sensibility, and attacliment, to a son, so 
worthy of your aficction. I lament greatly, tliat 
his uncommon diffidence, modesty, and reserve, 
when be 'was with us at Hunton, prevented us 
from knowing so much of his true character, and 
from testifying so strong a sense of it as we ought 
to have done. 

" There is something very ingenious and plea- 
sing in the method you took to give him the first 
idea of a Supreme Being. It has all the imagi- 
nation of Rousseau, without his folly and extra- 
T£^nCe. I make no doubt that the deep impres- 
sion this incident left oq his mind, was the true 
ground-work of that sublime sense of piety which 
afterwards animated his whole conduct. * 

* Th« paasaf « bere allnded to, in tbe ■ Account of his Son's 
Lif^' is as follows : 

" The first rules of morality I taught him were, to speak 
truth, and keep a secret; aad I never found that in a single in- 
stance he tiausgressed either. 

" The doctrines of religion I wished to impress on his mind, 
as soon as it might be prepared to receive them; but I did do( 
see the propriety of making him commit to memory theologicd 
sentences, or any sentences, which it was not possible for hiiA 
to understand. And I was desnous to make a trial bow far his , 
own reason could go in tracing out, with a little direction, th6 
peat md first principle of aU religion, the being of God. Tfa^ 
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'" The sources from whence you received your 
iufonnatjcm respecting the West Indies, seeip ve- 



Jc^lowiDg fact is mentioned, not as a proof of snperioT sagacity 
in him, (for I hare no doubt that most children would in like 
circumstances think a^ be did,) but merely as a moral or logical 
experiment 

/' He had reached his fiiUi (or sixth) year, knew the alphabet, 
and could read a little ; but had received no particular ioibrma- 
tion ifith respect to the Author of hb being : because I thought 
he could not yet understand such information ; and because I 
had learned, from my own experience, that to be made to repeat 
words not understood, is extremely detrimental to the faculties 
of a young mind. In a corner of a little garden, without in- 
forming any person of the circumstance, I wrote in the mould, 
withmyfioger,thethireeinitiallettersof his name; and sowing 
garden-cresses in the fiirrows, covered up the seed, and smooth' 
ed the ground. Ten days after, he came running to me, and 
with astonishment in his countenance told me, that his name 

, was growing in the gardeq. I smiled at the report, and seemed 
inclined to disregard it; but he insisted on my going to see 
what had happened. " Yes," said I carelessly, on coming to 
the place, " I see h b so ; but there is nothing in this worth no- 
" tlce ; it is mercchance :" and I went away. He Ibllowed me, 
and, taking hold of my coat, said, with some earnestness, " It 
" c.ould not be mere chance ; for that somebody must have con- 
" trived matters bo as to produce it" — I pretend not to give his 
words, or my own, for 1 have forgotten both; but I give the 
substance of what passed, between us in such language as we 
both understood. — " So yon think," 1 said, " that what appears 
" so regular as the letters of your name cannot be by chance," 
" Yes," said he, with firmness, " I think so." " Look at your- 

■ " self," I replied, " and consider your hands and fingers, your 
" legs mi ^et, and other limbs; are they npt regularin their 
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ty sufiicient to justify what you have said. I am 
now looking, out for missionaries and school- 
niasters to s'end to that country ; and if you know 
' any young man that would be a proper person 
for either of those occupatibns, please to inform 
me. His character must be irreproachable ; and 
his piety and zeal, in the great cause of religion, 
nhist be fervent, yet tempered with discretion. 

" The last news from Flanders arc very dispirit- 
ing. * The numbers of the French are so great, 
that it seems to me impossible for all the powers 
of Europe to withstand ihem. When I look on- 

" appearance, and useful to you f " He said, " they w^e-" " Came 
" you then hither," said I, " by chance )" " No," he answered, 
" that cannot be ; something must have made me." " And who 
" is that something ?" I asked. He said, " He did not know." 
(I took particular notice, that he did not say, as Rousseau fan- 
cies a child in like circumstances would say, that his parents 
made him.) I had now gained the point I aimed at: and saw, 
that his reason taught him (though he could not so express it) 
, that what begins to be must have a cause, and that what is fonn- 
ed with regularity must have an intelligent cause. 'I therefore 
told him the name of the Great Being who made him and all 
the world ; concerning whose adorable nature I gave him siich 
information as 1 thought he could in some measure comprehend. 
The lesson aSbcted him greatly, and he never forgot either it, 
or the circumstance that introduced it." 



' * This was during the course of the war in that country, in 
which Great Britain was then engaged. 
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ly to human means, and the common course of 
afiairs, I totally despair. But I trust that God, 
who has so often interposed in our favour, will 
once more rescue us from that torrent of anarchy, 
confusion, infidelit}> and misery, which seem 
ready to overwhelm us. And it is this hope 
alone which sustains my spirits, and supports my . 
mind."' 



While Dr Beattie was thus suffering by the 
deplorable state of his own health, shattered by 
a long tr^D of nervous complaints, oiiginally 
brought on by too intense application to. study, 
he was about to experience another domestic 
misfortune in the lm% of his only surviving son, 
Montagu Beattie, who very unexpectedly died at 
Aberdeen on the Uth Match, 1796, in the I8th 
year of his age, of a fever of only a week's con- 
tinuance. 

Ever since he lost his eldest son, this his ' 
second son had been the great object of his 
attention. The characters indeed of the tw» 
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young men were extremely different The el- 
dest w^ grave, studious, and reserved; the other, 
was lively, and of popular, manners ; nor was 
be defective in genius, though fer inferior to 
hia elder brother in learning. His progress in 
science had not indeed been considerable ; partly 
owing to bad health, which had prevented his 
regular attendance at school and college, and 
partly, perhaps, to his father's having kept him 
too much with himself: for he was always ex- 
tremely dependent on the society, and even on 
t^e assistance, of bis children. His friends used 
to think, too, that in his system of education, he 
erred on the score of personal indulgence ; yet 
Montagu bad suffered less in that respect than 
might have been supposed ; for, as Df Beattie 
had been so long in the habit of teaching, and 
as he bestowed all the time he could possibly- 
spare on bis son's instruction, he tells us himself 
in one of his letters, that scarce a day passed in 
which he did not give hira a lesson of one sort or 
other ; and he speaks of his progress in literature 
as by no means contemptible. 

The care of this his youngest son's education, 
and the' plans he was devising for his iuture esta- 
blishment in the world, served to fill up his time 
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after he lost his eldest son, and proved a tie that 
continued to connect him with society. On this 
subject he and I had frequent conferences; in 
the course of "which he informed me, that he had 
done me the honour*to appoint me one of those 
iriends to whom he had left the charge of his 
son, if we should survive "him. He had there- 
fore expressed himself to me on this interesting 
topic with uncommon enei^ and unreserve; and 
he had occasionally spoken of his intention ,to 
make his son a clergyman of the church of Eng- 
land ; for which profession the youth himself 
showed some inclination. With such views and ■ 
such prospects, Dr Beattie was pleased himself; 
when all at once they were destroyed by his son's 
unexpected death. Of that melancholy event he 
gives a most interesting and affecting account in 
the following letter. 
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LETTER CCXXXI. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAH FORBES. 

Aberdetui, 14tb Much, 1706. 
" Our plans relating to Montagu are all at an 
end. I am sony to ^ve you the pain of being 
ipformed, that he died this morning at tive. - His 
disorder was a fever, from whiclr at first we had 
little apprehension; but it cut him off in five 
days. He himself thought from the beginning 
that it would be fatal ; and, before the delirium 
came on, spoke .with great composure and Chris- 
tian piety of his approaching dissolution : he even 
gave some directions about his funeral. The de- 
lirium was very violent, and continued till within 
a few minutes of his death, when he was heard to 
repeat in a whisper the Lord's prayer, and began 
an unfinished sentence, of which nothing could 
be heard but the words incorruptible glory. Pious 
sentiments prevailed in his mind; through life, and 
did not leave him till death ; nor then I trust did 
they leave him. Notwithstanding the extreme 
violence of his fever, he seemed to suffer little 
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pain either in body or in mind, and as his end 
drew near, a smile settled upon hia couptenance. 
I need not tell you that he had eveiy attention 
that skilful and affectionate physicians could be- 
stow. I give you the trouble to notify this event 
to Mr Arbuthnot. I would have written to him, 
but have many things to mind, and but indiffer- 
ent health. However, I heartily acquiesce iu the 
dispensations of Providence, wiiich are all good 
and wise. God bless you and your family. 

" He will be much regretted ; fbr wherever he 
went he was a very popular character." 



The death of his only surviving child com- 
pletely unhinged the mind of I>r Beattie, the first 
symptom of which, ere many days had elapsed, 
was a temporary but almost total loss of memory 
respecting his son. Many times he could not re- 
collect what had become of bim ; and afler search- 
ing in every room of the house, he would say to 
his niece, Mrs Glennie, " You may think it 
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" strange, but I must ask you if I have a son, and 
" where he is r" She then felt herself under the 
painful necessity of bringing to his recollection 
bis son Montagu's sufferings, which always re- 
stored him to -reason. And he would oi).eu, with 
many tears, express his thankfulness, that he had 
no child, saying, " How could 1 have borne to 
" see their elegant nWnds mangled with mad- 
" ness !" • When he looked for the last time on 
the dead body of his son, he said, " I have now 
*' done with the world :" and he ever after seem- 
ed to act as, if he thought so. For he never ap- 
plied himself to any sort of study, and answered 
but few of the letters he received from the friends - 
whom he most valued Yet the receiving a let- 
ter from an old friend never failed to put him in ' 
spirits for the rest ofthe day. Music, which had 
been his great delight, he could not endure, after 
the death of his eldest son, to hear from others ; 
utd he disliked his own tavourite violoncello. A 
few months before Montagu's death, he did beg^n 
to pUy a little by way of accompaniment when 
Montagu sung : but atter he lost him, when he 
was prevailed on to touch the violoncello, he was 

* Atiodiag, no dtrab^ to their mcdlier's melandK^y situation^ 
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always discontented with his own performance 
and at last seemed to be unhappy when he heard 
it. The only enjoyment he seemed to have wa? 
in books, and the society ofV very few old friends. 
It is impossible to lead the melancholy picture 
which he draws of his own situation about this 
time, without dropping a tear of pity over the 
sorrows and the suiferingsof so good a man thus 
severely visited by affliction, who, at the same 
' time was bearing the rod of divine chastisement 
with the utmost patience and resignation. 



LETfER CCXXXII. 

THE BISHOP OF LONDON TO DE BEATTIE:. 

London-houae, 23d Match, 179€. 
" I can scarce jecoUect a time when I have 
been more surprised and afflicted than at the re- 
ceipt of your last letter. It is Indeed a sad and 
most dismal event; and both Mrs Porteus and 
myself most cordially sympathise, with yoa in 
your loss and in your grief. At the ^me,tim^ 
there are circumstances in the case, which give 
no small consolation to our minds. The &ith, 
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the pie^, the fortitude, displayed by so youDg a 
man on so awful an occasion, do infinite credit to 
him, and must afford the highest satisfaction to 
you. And it is with no less pleasure I observe the 
composure and resignation with which you sup- , 
port this great calamity. It shows in the strong- 
est light the power of Christian principle over the 
mind ; and it shows also from what source this 
excellent and amiable young man derived those 
virtues, which adorned his short life, and dignified 
his premature death. 

" But I will dwell no longer on this melan- 
choly subject ; nor will I at present obtrude any 
trifling matters on your serious moments. WteU 
time has a little lightened the pressure of this af- 
fliction, I will write to you again ; and, in the . 
meanwhile, implore for you all the coinfi:>rta of 
religion. " ' / ' 
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LETTER CCXXXia ' 

DR BEATTIE TO THE BEV. DB LAING. 

AberdeeOi lOth April, 1796. 
" I wished to answer your kind letter as sooa 
ts-I received it^ nr as soon after as possible ; but 
the very interesting and painttil suspense I v^ 
kept in by Dr Campbell's illness, disqualified me 
for writing, and 6very thing else. His illness was 
90 violent, that, considering his age and enfee- 
bled state, and some other disorders which I knew - 
he was afiticted with, I did not at first imagine 
that he could live two days. To the surprise of 
every body, however, he held out almost a wedc, 
though unable to speak, and for a great pati, of 
the time delirious. His death at last was easy, 
and he died as he had lived, a sincere Christian : 
we yesterday paid our last duties to his remains. 
He and I were intimate friends for about thirtyr 
eight years, without any interval of coldness or 
dissatisiaction. His instructive and cheeriul con- 
versation was one of the greatest blessings of my 
Uf^ and I shall cherish the remembrance of i^ 
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vith gratitude to the Givo- of all good, as long 
as I live. 

" His death was looked for, and by himself 
much desired. Montagu's came upon me in a 
diflereot manner. His delirium, which was ex- 
Iremely violent, ended ip a state of such apparent 
tranquillity, that I was congratulating myself on 
the danger being over, at the very time when 
Dr •••*• came, and told me, in his own name, 
and in that of the other two physicians that at? 
tended Montagu, that he could not live many 
hours : this was at eleven at nighty and he died 
at five next morning. I hope I anli resigned, as 
my duty requires, and as I wish to be; but I 
have passed many a bitter hour, though on those 
occasions nobody sees me. I fear my reason is a 
little disordered, for I have sometimes thought 
of late, especially in a morning, that Montagu is 
not dead, though I seem to have a remembrance 
of a dream that he is. This you will say, what 
I myself believe, is a symptom not uncommon in 
cases similar to mine, and that I ought by all 
. means to go from home as soon as I can. I will 
do so when the weather becomes tolerable. In- 
clination would draw me to Peterhead ; but the 
mtolerable rood forbids it> and I believe I must 
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go southward, where the roads are very good : at 
least I hear so. 

" Being now childless, by the will ^f Provi- 
dence, (in which I trust I acquiesce,) I have made 
a new settlement in my small afiairs; the only 
particular of which that needs to be mentiooed 
at present is, tliat the organ, built by my eldest 
son and you, is now yours. 

'* I am much obliged to the kind friends whq 
sympathise with me. Montagu was indeed very 
popular wherever he went. His death was calm, 
resigned, and unaffectedly pious; he thought 
himself dying irom the first attack of his illness. 
" I could wish,** said he, " to live to be old, but 
'' am neither afraid nor unwilling to di^." 



LETTER CCXXXIV. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIK WIJ.LIAU F0BBE8. 

Aberdeen, 17th April, 1793. 

" I have been these many days resolving to 

write to you and Mr Arbuthnot, to thank you 

for your very kind and S3rmpathetic letters, but 

various things have coipe in my way to prevent 
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it I need not pretend a hurry of business, fbr 
every body knows I am not capable of any. 
A deep gloom hangs upon me, and disables all 
my faculties ; and thoughts so strange sometimes 
occur to me, as to make me "fear that I am not," 
as Lear says, " in my perfect mind." But I thanfc 
God I am entirely resigned to the divine will i 
and, though I am now childless, I have friends 
'tvhose goodness to nte, and other virtues, I find 
great comfort in recollecting. The physiciabs 
not only advise but intreat^ and indeed command 
me, to go from home, and that without further 
delay : and I do seriously resolve to set out for 
Edinburgh to-momw- As I sliall travel slowly, 
it will perhaps be a week or more before I see 
you. At another time, and in different circum- 
stances, I should have had much to say on the 
loss of our friend, Dr Campbell; but that sub- 
ject, as well as some others, I must defer till we 
meet" 
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LETTER CCXXXV. 

PR BEATTIE TO UBS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 17th April, n»e. 
" I thank you most cordially for your letter^ 
to fiill of kindness and sympathy, and by couse- 
^lence of comfort, to my bewildered mind. X 
trast, that in resignation to the will of the su- 
premely wise and good Dispfser of all events, I 
am not deficient; but my frailties are many, and 
I cannot yet counteract the pressure that bears 
so hard upon me. Time and recollection will, I 
hope, give some strength to my Acuities, and 
restore to me the power of commanding my 
thoughts. The physicians, who see how it is 
with me, not only advise but command me to 
go from home, without ftirthec delay : and I in- 
tend to begin to-morrow, to try at least what I 
can do in the way of travelling. My first course 
will be towards Edinburgh, where I shall stay 
two or three weeks ; and if I find I am abl^ 
I shall probably after that go a little way into 
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England: but whether I shall find it advisable 
to proceed as far as London, I cannot as yet de- 
termine. 

" My son Montagu sleeps in his brother's grave ; 
the depth of which allows sufiicient rooip for 
both. The inscription I have enlarged a little, 
and inclose a copy : its only merit is its simpli- 
octy and tpi^h. 

MONTAGU. BEAITIR 

Jacobi.'Hi^, BeiUtie. Prater, 
^luque, rttntfun. tt. StudumoH. 



S^ulckrigve. C<m»on. 

Variarvm, Periliu. Artitm. 

Phtgendi. in^rinm. 

Natwu Octaoo. Jidii. MDCCLXXFIIl. 

Mtdtmn. It^Ma. Obiit. 
Dtciim). awrto. Mariii. HWCCXCVI. 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. 

DK BEATTIE TO ROBERT ARflUTUNDT, ESQ. 

Aberdeen, 9th Febnisry, 1797. 
" tf I could have said any thing that would 
mitigate your g^ef for the loss of a most deserv- 
ing son,* your own heart will testify for me that 
I would not have been so long silent. But I have 
had too much experience not to know, that the 
only sources of comfort, in a case of this kind, 
are submission to the Divine Will, aided by the 
slow and silent operation of time. God grant 
that these may be effectual for the alleviation of 
your sorrow * Think on the many other blessings 
you enjoy; and think that the moat enviable of 
all deaths is that which we now bewail, an ho- 
nourable death in the service of our country. I 
beg leave to offer my best wishes and sympathy 
to Mrs Arbuthnot and the rest of your family; 
and shall be happy to hear, that you and they 
are as well as it is reasonable to expect 

• A very deserving officer of artillery, who died st this time 
ia the West Indies. 
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" I sometimes make aa excursion to Major 
Mercer's, which is the only sort of visit I ever 
attempt ; atd he and I are, I hope, beneficial to 
each other; though his affliction is, I fear, in 
Bome respects, heavier than either yours or mine. 
Alas ! how many things occur in this world, 
which are worse than death !" 



The following letter to Mr Fiaser Tytler, no* 
Lord Woodhouselee,* in return for a present which 
that gentleman had made him of a new edition 
of his elegant and excellent ' Essay .on Transla- 
tion,' is written with more of Dr Beattie a former 
manner, than any I have met with of his, after 
the death of his youngest son. It does no more 
than justice to the merit of the * Essay on Trans- 
lation ;' and it is curious, as cont^ning an account 
and a specimen of a work not frequently to be 
met with. 

* Sm Apptadix {V.} 
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LETTER CCXXXVL 

DR BEATTIE TO ALEX. FaASEK TTTLEB, JESft. NOW 
LOBD WOODHOUSELEE. 

AberdeeD, 15th May, 1797. 
" Ever since March I have been, as I still am, 
in a great degree, crippled both in my legs and 
' arms by rheumatism, which has been very pain> 
fill, and is likely to be not less durable. This 
xoftde me, 6x)m time to time, defer attempting to 
thank you for the mueh-esteemed present of the 
new edition of your ' Prmciples of Translation.* 
As yet I have read it only once ; but I read it 
with much attention, and great pleasure, as well 
as instruction. I am astonished at the variety d 
your examples, which prove that you must have 
though long and deeply on the subject ; and I 
am convinced that your work will be very ac- 
ceptable to the learned world, and very useful. 
Great taste, as well ias learning, appears in every 
part of it. I must thank you, in particular, for 
the very favourable manner in which J have the 
honour to be quoted in il; ibr your very elegant 
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ecunplitnent to my son I have thanked you, and 
I still t^nk you, with my tears. Had he lived 
to see' your book, I know it- would have ^veu 
hJm much pleasure; for I have oilen heard him 
^leak on the subject, and in terms which per- 
fectly coincided with your sentiments. 

" A judicious OTtic every body must acknow- 
ledge y(m to be, and yet you are'-very nierdful, 
especially to Cowley and Dryden. This last fre- 
quently burlesques Vir^ : whether he intended 
it^ I know not; if he did not intoid it, he must 
have been very little of a scholar. But who is 
equal to the task of translating Virgil? Nobody, 
I will venture to say, will ever attempt such a 
task, who is equal to it. I formerly attempted 
some parts «f him ; but it was at a time when I 
understood him veiy superficially indeed.* , 

" There is one translation which I greatly ad- 
mire, but am sure you never saw, as you have 
not mentioned it : the book is indeed very rare; 
I obtained it, with difficulty, by the friendship 
of Tom Davies, an old English bookseller ; I 

* Alloding to his tnuulatioDi of the Pastorala of Virgil, priated 
in the fes editicHi of Dr Beattie's Poetna, bat nerer re-publial^ 
«d. See Vol I. p. M ; Bod Ai^wadix [£.] 
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tnean, Dobson's 'Paradisus Amissus;' ray son 
'studied, and I believe read, every line of it. It- 
is more true to the original, both in sefise and in 
spirit, than any other poetical version of length 
-that I have seen. The author must have had an 
amazing command of Latin phraaeotog)', and a 
-very nice ear in harmony. I shall give you a 
passage, I twed not say Aom what part of the 
poem : 

" Dix&ai ; et laetii'dida tmribus kmmt Adama, 
" At nil rcapondit ; <aamque ollis maxirma hospet 
*' Jam propior siait ; adveniqiK a culmine morUis 
" Flanimea prasciiptam atationem adiere chendniet 
" Agndna, ngttntu pa- huttttau labauia plantii, 
" Ui nebula, exfiteeiis x e^mdeni veiperc sero, 
* Fervolitat d^ntat liqvido pede lap»a pabides, 
" AgricolamqM pTcmit reducem, caicemque tuburget. 
" Vndanles a fronte facet sublime vtiratiu 
, " Numinis evomuU glndius, ctu crine comela 
" Tcnibile lugubre rubena, ccelique benignant 
" TeB^terietn itntrtit ; totraiti incanduit atrox 
" Igae v'lpoT, qwmtua sitiaaibai inaibat ^iM, 
" Corripil iftdt nuaai nostrOM ulragne parentes 
" AaWi'wr, increpitatque moras; portamqae ad eoam 
" Ducii agem, cels&qve itenan de rupejacetaem 
" Ociui in campam ; teruies dein Jiigil iJt auras, 
" Comjertere ocutoi ; laleque plagas Paradisi 
" Eoat, sua tarn nvper latitnma riara, 
" Flammioomo timcrone vident ardescert] formitqM 
" Ofrwuiim horr^sponami et Jiagrantibus- armis, , 
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" Natura impfrio laaimas miten, repente 

" Determu : PetluU spatiosu tractibas orbit 

" Terrarum, reqi^em optaiam duicaque recesius i 

" Svdpftercnt libi canqnc loca ; a Dau adfuit auiftx 

" Ivm vaga, laUaque, ducenta vestigia, palmia 

" G^mtiii, kIo» Edciti abiere per ogroi." 

" There are perhaps in this quotation two or 
three, words which might have been f>etter, and 
I.am far from thinking the work &uUless; but 
when there is so much excellencie, cavilling is 
unseasonable. 

" Being curious to kixow some particulars of 
Dobson, I enquired of him at Johnspn, who 
owned he had known him, but did not seem in- 
clined to speak on the subject. But Johnson 
hated Milton from his heart; and he wished to 
be himself considered as a good Latin poet, which 
however he never was, as may be seen by his 
translation of Pope's ' Messiah.* All tbat I could 
evpr hear of Dobson's private life was, that in his 
old s^ge he was given to drinking. My edition 
of his book is dated 1750. It is dedicated to 
Mr Benson, who was a &mous admirer of Mil- 
ton ; and from the dedication it would seem to 
have been written at his desire and under his pa-< ' 
trpnage." 
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LETTER CCXXXVIII. 

Dtt BEATTIE TO THE RET. DE LAINO. 

Aberdeen, 5th June, I79S. 
" You woald have heard &om me long agc^ if 
it had been in my power to write ; but my com- 
plaints, which seem to grow worse every day, 
are now so bad, that I can do nothing. My 
vertigo, the greatest of them all, is now so vio* 
lent, that I am for a great part of the day un- 
able to go down stairs ; my ^ight is much im- 
paired ; I cannot attend to what I read, and I 
forget almost every thing that I see or hear, 

" I have been trying to' play a little on the 
violoncello^ but my fingers have not strength to 
press down the strings. I will send you, when I 
get an opportunity, a little treatise, by a man, 
proposing an improvement in the art of music. 
He' wishes, like some othef writers, to reduce all 
music to simple melody: a doctrine which old 
admirers of Corelli, like you and me, will never 
- acquiesce in. It is the violin "which he proposes 
to improve, by a method, which, in my opinion. 
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would ruin that instrument He thinks music an 
imitative .art; and that a tune, which he calls the 
Cameronian Rant, is aij exact resemblance of two 
women scolding. Mr Glennie plays the tune, 
which seems to me to be nothing but confusion 
and barbarism, and to bear' no resemblance to 
any thing in art or nature. Lord Monhoddo, 
another adherent to the imitative notion, says, 
the only true mu^ic he ever heard, is the thing 
Called the Heris March; which no man, who 
deserves to have ears in his head, would allow to 
be tnudc at all. 

" I have just seen a new edition, by Dr Joseph 
Warton, of the works of Pope. It is fuller than 
Warburton's; but you will not think it better, 
when I tell you, that all Pope's obscenities, which 
Warburton was careful :td omit, are carefully pre- 
served by Warton, who also seems to have a 
gi^t favour for infidel writers, particularly Vol- 
taire. The book is well printed, but has no cuts, 
except a curious caricature of Pope's person, and 
an elegant profile of his head." 
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LETTER CCXXXIX. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 

Peterhead, 3d Aogiut, I79S. 
" I am acquainted with many parts of your 
excursion through the. north of England, and 
very glad that you had my old A-iend Mr Gray's 
f Letters' with you,' which are indeed so well 
written, that I have no scruple to pronounce 
them the hest letters that have been printed in 
our language. Lady Mary Montagu's ' Letters' 
are not without merit, but are too artificial and 
affected to be confided in as true; and Lord Ches- 
terfield's have much greater faults, indeed some of 
the greatest that letters can have: but Gray's 
letters are always sensible, and of classical con* 
ciseness apd perspicuity. They very much re- 
semble what bis conversation was. He had nono 
of the airs of either 9 ^holar oj ^ poet ; aqd 
though on those and all other subjects he spoke 
to me with the utmost freedom, and without any 
reserve, he was, in general company, much more 
silent than one could have wished. 
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** Have you seen Mr Pinkerton's new ' Histoiy 
of the James's of Scotland ?' The author, with 
whom I was acqutainted in london about fifteen 
years ago, has sent me a copy of it, but my dizzy 
head will not ypt permit me to read it. He is a 
Scotchman, and speaks with a strong Edinburgh 
accent, at least be did so formerly. There are 
two quartos, with a striking likeness of the au- 
thor prefixed. He seems to abound too much in 
•our new-fashioned English ; but I cannot yet 
take it upoqi me to criticise his work-" 



In the following letter he evinces the same 
warmth of aifection a» ever for his friends, by the 
manner in which he laments the death of Mrs 
Montagu; although the intelligence he had re? 
caved of that event proved to be a mistake, as 
that lady did not die till the year following. 



by Google 
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LETTER CCXL, 

BR BEATTIE TO THE REV. IW LAING. 

Abeideen. lib March, 179S. 
'* I have just now heard, by the post of this 
day, a piece of news that affects me very much, 
the deafbfa of my excellent friend Mrs Montagu. 
Her age wa& not less than fourscore so that on 
this point she is not to be regretted. But many 
people depended on her ; and to me, on all oc- 
casions, ever since 1771, when I first became ac- 
quainted with her, she has been a ^ithful and 
affectionate friend, especially in seasons of distress 
and difiSculty. You will not wonder, then, that 
her death afflicts me. For some years past a 
^hire in her eyes had' made writing very painful 
< to hwt; but for not less than twenty years she 
was my punctual coprespoadent ^e was greatly 
attached to Montagu, who received his name 
from her, and not less interested in my other 
son, and in every thing that related to my family. 
I need not tell you what an excellent writer she 
was: you must have seen her book on Shake- 
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speare, as.eotnfttred'with the^rteekand Ftencb 
drattiatic writera. ; I have known peveta) >t^a 
noinent in literature^ but she escellod-.t^in atl i 
and in conversation she bad m^rejmtihsiatjty 
otSiet per9(ni, r^e or female, \vhain I have gv€X 
known-: Thes^ however, were , her sligi^er acr 
coiiiplishments : vhat was infinitely store ibo het 
hofaour, she vm a sincere Christian, hoth in- Anth 
and in practice^ and took every fDrop«r <^>portu- 
nity to show it; so that by her exafnpJe and iq^ 
fluehce she did much; good. ,I:kneuriher hus- 
band, who died in e^trenw old agft in the yeai 
1775, and by her desire' had'«pn£n%nces witb 
hina on the subject of Chriatiaaity'; but, to her 
gre^ concern, he set too much value o» math^ 
ni3fticfil evidence, ^nd [Hqued hiBo^elf too much 
on his knowledge in that science^ He took i% 
into his head, too, that I was a mathematiciait, ' 
though I was at a great deal of pains to convince 
him of the contrary." 



Dr Beattie's sufferings were now drawing to a 
conclusion. In the beginning of Apri^ 1799, he 
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had a stroke of palsy, which for eight days so 
affected his speech, that he could' not make him- 
self understood, and even forgot some of the ndost 
material words of every sentence. At different 
peiiods after this; he had several returns of the 
same afflicting malady. The last took place on 
the 5th October, 1803. It deprived him alto- 
gether of the power of motion ; and in that hu- 
miliating sitpatiOD, I saw him for the last time 
in the month of June,^ 1803- 

He continued to languish in this melancholy 
condition till nine o'clock in the morning of 
Thursday the 18th of August, 1803, when ■li 
pleased the Almighty to remove him from this 
world to a better, in the sixty-eighth year of his 
^;e, without aiAy pain, or apparent struggle. For 
some weeks preceding, his remaining strength 
had declined rapidly, and his appetite entirely 
left him; but he seerae^ not to suffer, and at 
last he expired as if falling asleep. 

His remans were deposited, according to his 
own desire,* beside those of liis two sons, in the 
church-yard of St Nicholas at Aberdeen. The 
spot is marked by the following elegant and clas- 

* See Vo). I. p. S3 ; and (upra, p. 97. 
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sical inscription, written by his friend the present 
T>T James Gregory, Professor of the Practice of 
Physic in the University of Edinburgh : 



Memoria, Sacnmu 

JACOB!. BEATTIE. LL. D. 

Eibictt. 

In. Acadmtia. MartKaUatia. Aujit*. Urbii, 

Pit. XLIU. Anaoi, 

ProfcMoru. Mertttssimi. 

Viri. 

Pietate. PrabkaU. Ingauo. atqiie. DodTma. 

PntitaatU. 

Scriptoru, Elcgantiuim. Poeta, Suavitiimi. 

■ Philoadphi. Vert. Ckrixiani. 

Naivt. est. V. Nov. Amo. MDCCXXXV. 

Obiit. XVIU. Aug. MDCCCIII. 

Omnibus. Liberu. Orbm. 

Sbiorum. Nam. Maxinaa. Jacobdj. Hat. Beattil 

Vel. a. Puerilibus, Aimit, 

Palrio. Vigcru. IngeiUo. 

Novmnque. Deau, Jam. Addetu. PtUenut. 

. Sail. Cariuimia. Patria. FlebUu. 

Lenta. Tabe. Conaanpttu. Pa-iit. 

Anno. Mudii. XXIII. 

Geo. bt Mar. Glehnis. 

H. M. p. 
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They who have perused, with any degree of 
attention, the preceding narrative of the Life of 
Dr Beattie, and his letters to his friends, will not 
require much to be said to give them a- sufficient 
idea of his character. 

That he was a poet and philosopher of real and 
original genius, his writings^ in the possession of 
the puhlic, are the strongest testimonies. The 
sweetness and harmony of his numbers, the rich- 
ness of his fancy, and the strictness of moral in- 
culcated in his poetical compositions, are such as 
will long secure to him a high degree of reputa- 
tion. His best and most valuable poem is his 
' Minstrel ;' in the delineation of whose character 
it is generally, and I believe with truth, under- 
stood that he depicted his own. 

His Essays on ' Poetry and Music,' on ' Me- 
' mory and Imagination,' on ' Fable and Ro- 
' mance,' * The Theory of Language^' and some 
others, are strongly calculated to give pleasure, 
as well as instruction, to every enlightened and 
cultivated understanding ; and do equal credit to 
the elegance of Dr Beattie's taste, and the cor- 
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rectness of hia judglneat JEminently skilled iu 
the languages of antiquity, he. had fonned that 
taate, and matured that judgment, on the purest 
modeU of Greek and Roman literature. He had 
studied, alsOb with -attention, the most classical 
com[)ositioas in our own language. Nor vna bs 
unacquainted with the works of the cdebratol' 
authors of France and Italy. His memory was 
uncommonly strongs and his knowledge of books 
was extensive; so that to him might, without 
impropriety, be applied, what Johnson says of his 
friend Gilbert Walmsley ; " His studies had been 
" so various, that I am not able to name a man 
*' of equ^ knowledge.' His acquaintance with 
"books was great; and what he did not imme- 
" diately know, he could at least tell where to 
" find." What Johnson likewise says of his ob- 
ligations to Walmsley, I may, with equal truth, 
apply to myself in r^pect to Dr Beattie ; ** Such 
" was his amplitude of learning, and such his 
" copiousness of communication, that it may be 
" doubted, whether a day now passes in which 
" I have not some advantage from his friend- 
" ship."* 

* Johason's ' Lives of the EDgllah Poeta,' Vol QL p. 9d. 
life of Smith. 
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There were, indeed, few branches of sdeace 
with which he wa» not in some degree conver- 
MOt, except mathematica, geometr}', and me- 
chanics i for which he Ased to say, he not only 
had no turn, but that every- application to thenk 
brought on his headachs. His chief acquirements 
were in moral science. In reUg^oo, his iavourite 
books, besides the English Ijturgy,* were Butler, 
Clarke, Seeker, Porteus, Of the classics, Ho-. 
RieF, Horace, Caesar, and, above all, Vh^r. 
■ His prose-writings were far from bmng calcu- 
lated merely to amuse the fancy and delight the 
imagination ; they were admirably 6tted to im- 
prove and mend the heart. Of his celebrated 
* Essay on Truth,' which laid the foundation of 
his fame as an authcH', an analysis will be found 
in the Appendix.f In that essay, as has been 

* It i» desen ing of notice, that although I^ Beattie had beei^ 
brought up a member of the presbyterian church of Scotland, 
itnd regularly aUended her worship and opdinaoces when at 
Aberdeen, lie yet gave the most decided preference to the 
church of England, generally attending the service of that 
church when any where from home, and constantly wbeii at 
Peterhead. He spoke with enthusiBsm of the beauty, simpli- . 
city, and enei^, of the English liturgy, especially of the Ij- 
tany, which he declared to be the finest piece of uninspired 
ounpoution in any language. 

t Appendix [YJ 
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^liown by his correspondence with his philoso- 
phical frieods, it was his professed aim to combat 
the fashionable philosophy of the sceptics of bis 
day; and it may be said, I believe with justice 
that this work of Dr Beattie's did much towatds 
bringing that philosophy into the discredit in 
which it is now sunk. 

Of his ' Evidences of Christianity,"* mention 
has already been made; and it is pei-ha[» the 
most popular, as it is certainly among the most 
useful, of his prose-writings. 

' As a teacher of ethics, some idea may be form- 
.ed of his abilities, as well as of his system, ' frran 
his 'Elements of Moral Science,' which, it has 
been seen,t he published ori^nally for the use of 
his pupils, but which may be perused with ad- 
vantage by every one who wishes to gain some 
knowledge of the subject, without toiling through 
elaborate systems of moral phitosophy. Those, 
however, who had the benefit of his tuition, . can 
best tell of his Nmerit as an instructor of youth. 
Some of them I have heard expatiate with de- 
light, on the unwearied pains he bestowed, noV 
by the mere formal delivery of a lecture, but by 

* Vol. n. p. 385. t Supra, p. 1 16. 
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the coptinued course he pursued of examinatioD 
and repetition, to imprint the pKcepta of pbiloao* 
phy and religion tm the minds of the youth com' 
mitted to his charge.* As a professor, not lu» 

* I have been enabled to gi*« the following intemtu^ and 
Hatisfactory account of bis mode of teaching, by two gratle- 
men vrho had been his pupils, to whom I applied for that pur- 
pOK, and who, without any mutual communication, furnished 
me with the substance of the following detail, neiirly in umilar 

The ordinary session, or term of teaching, commencea in 
Mamcha.1 College on the first day of November, and ends the . 
first week of April. During that term, the Professor of Moral 
Philosophy teaches in his class three hours every week-day, 
viz. -at eight o'clock in the morning, at dbven in the forenoon, 
and at three in the aflemoon, except on Tuesdays and Fridays 
when there is no teaching in the afternoon. Dr Beattie began 
his Course of Prelections with ■ Cicero de Officiis.' Of that 
excellent treatise, he generally made his students careluUy read 
and translate a part every day, at the hour of meeting in'the 
morning. On the passage then read, the Professor commented at 
the next hour of meeting, comparing it with the other systems 
of the ancient Heathen phUosophers, He also, from tinie to 
time, examined them on the subject of these lectures; and at 
the end of this introductory course, he dictated to them an ab- 
stract of the whole, which they committed to writing hi the 
class.§ 

He then entered mi the study of Pnaanatobgy, subdivided 
into P^chologi/ and Natural Theology, Spectdatwe and Practical 
^thict, (Econondct, Jurigmtdence, Politici, Rhetoric, and Sjogic : 
of all which branches of philosophy, he, in the same manner, 

' ^ See npra, p. Ill, 
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e«m class only, but the wfaok body of students 
at die umveisity, looked up to him with esteem 
andAfneration. The profound piety of the pub- 
lic prayers, with which be began the business of 



dictated in the morning aa abstract; nn whichf as on a text- 
book, he commented at his lectures ia the foreKooD and afteF- 
nooa, in the clearest, most lively, and most enjj^ng manner; 
esiuaining his pupib, as he went along, on the attention they 
had paid to, and the benefit they had derived from, his lec- 
tores. At first he was wont to dictate Ute abstract of his pre- 
lections in Latin, Irom which his pupils, who were tolerable 
proficieuts in classical learning, derived much advantage; aa 
they acqiured thereby the habit of speaking And writing that 
laagitage more readily than they had been accustomed to. But 
as many of his students were far from being masters of Latin, 
which he himself spoke and wrote with great fluency, be found 
it neoesiary to discontinue this practice, and to dicta.te the ab- 
stract of his whole course in English. After the publication of 
the ' Elements of Moral Science,' which comprehended the 
whole of this abstract, it became unnecessary for him to spend, 
as formerly, <me hour each day in dictating notes to his stu- 
dents. He continued, however, in reading the Greek and La- 
tin classics, to nu^e them translate as literally as the genius of 
tite English language would pennit; which, in his opinion, was 
»ol at all incQnip»tibte with that intelligence and taste, where- ■ 
with even a philosopher peruses those excellent U'jginaja, when 
he wishes to enter lully into their beanties, and dnly to estimate 
their respective and vadjius merits. The accuracy of this ac- 
count of Dr Seattle's method of teaching, may be ascertained, 
by comparing it with the ' Elements of Moral Science,' or even 
with that part «f the Dihry already meDtiiioed^ of which a Jaa 
simile will be found iu the Appeadizj [E.] 
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each day, arrested the attention of the youngest 
and most thoughtless : the excellence of his mo- 
ral character, his gravity blended with cheerful- 
ness, his strictness joined with gentleness, his far 
vour to the virtuous and diligent, and even the 
mildness of his reproofs to those who were less 
. attentive, rendered him the object of their re- 
spect and admiration. Never was more exact 
discipline preserved than in his class, nor ever any 
where by more gentle means. His sway was ab- 
solute, because it was founded in reason and af- 
fection. He never employed a harsh epithet in 
finding fault with any of his pupils; and when, 
instead of a rebuke, which they were conscious 
they deserved, they met merely with a mild re- 
proof, it was conveyed iu such a manner, as to 
throw not only the delinquent, but sometimes 
the whole class; into tears. To gain his favour 
was the highest ambition of every student ; and 
the gentlest word of disapprobation was a punish- 
ment, to avoid which, no exertion was deemed 
too much. 

His great object was not merely to make his 
pupils philosophers, but to render them good 
men, pious Christians, loyal to their King, and 
attached to the British Constitution; pure in 
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morals, happy in the consciousness of a right 
aonduct, and friends to all mankind. 

Nor did he confine his care of his students 
fiolely to their instruction while the^ attended 
his course of lectures. It was his peculiar de- 
light to assist them in'^ndtng situations for their 
iiiture establishment in life; which he had it 
often in his power to promote, by being fre- 
quently applied to by parents and others to pror 
cure for them schoolmasters and teachers, whom 
his knowledge of the genius and abilities of the 
young men, who l»d beoi his pupils, peculiarly 
fina^bled him to diworer and recommend.* 
■■ iJ& stronger prtjof need be reqiuced of the high 
degree qf estimation in which Dr Beattie's talents 
and' virtues were held by men of learning, both 
at 'home and abroad, than his having been spon* 
taneously elected an honoraty member of the 
following SocietJes : * The Zealand Society of 



* Id peniBiDg the Toluminous collection of letters which he 
had received, it was extremely pleasing to find so great a nam- 
ber from yonog men in different parts of the world, particularly 
America and the West Indies, who had attended his lectures; 
all of tbem expressing their gratitude for the benefit they had 
reaped froioi his tuition, aqd some of them for the advantageov 
■ituationa they had obtained Uirough his mews. 
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* Sciences;'* 'The American Phik>sophicdl So> 
' ciety at Philadelphia ;' ' Thte literary an4 Phir 
'loaophical Society of Mancbfater^' Di Beattie 
was also a Fellow of ' The Rojfal Society of 
' Edinburgh.' 

Hie style of his lectures may be judged of hf 
that of the compositicHia which he has giveirto 
the world : and in both caseai the best quahty of 
it was, that it was the style of a man who spoke 
and wrote in " simplicity atid in earnest. ''f' '^^ 
language in which he was to write, he studied 
profoandly. He has himself «aid, that the qu*- 
lities at which he chiefly aimed' were perspkuityi 
simplicity, and elegance ;.«id.kiaowiiig how^rdl 
. these were attainable by the igeouiae .purity 4>f 
the En^ish longuagev he was a decided enemy.te 
alt juDovatioBS in writing, by the introduction of 
BCw words and. afiiacted phrasetdogy. Of all aa 
English writers, Addison was the fuithor whoin 
he most admired ; whose style, therefore, he most 
carefully studied^ and which he adopted as his 
model in copipositicm. In his earlier writiags 
the effect of this admiration is visible : but after- 

• The ' Essay oq Tnnh/ very Eoon after its publication, had 
beea translated in Holland into the Dutch language. 
t Bishop Butler's pre&ce to his SemuMU. 
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varcU, when success had taught him a little more 
confidence in hie own powers^ he seems occ^ion- 
ally toi lose sight of his model, and to break 
forth into a fulnesf -of expression, which reminds 
■8 of the Ibrce and freedom of the prefaces of 
Dryden. One undoubted excellence of his style 
is its variety, its power of eKpreasing whateves 
he thoi^ht or felt; and of communicating to the 
reader the same thoughts .and the same sentt* 
ments. On moral subjects, it is grave and ma&r 
ly-.i OD aabjects of science and philosophy, it u 
pnre and perspicuoas to a degree that has been 
seldom equalled : hat on subjects where bis heart 
or bis imagination are interested, it rises to 
greater richness and elevation, and abounds in 
those delicate but undefineable touches of fancy 
and (^ feeling, which characterise the works of 
the masters in composition, and which are never 
attainable by ordinary writers. Yet in thus aim- 
ing at siinplicity, he w^ iac from losing sight of 
sublimity of diction, of which many striking in- 
stances in his prose-writings will occur to every 
attentive reader.* 

* I Deed only instance here, his Seflections on the Contem- 
plation of the Works of £fatare ;* on National Music ^f tlie D»- 
• EM7 <m Fiwtry «i>a Mieic, p. 3e», 3T0, 390. + lUd. p. 4T4> 
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' Throughout the whole course' of his lift, Dr 
Beattie was most txempliry in the dischai^ of 
1^ relativb duties of a son, a brother, a huAbaod, 
a £itber, and a friend. Of his conduct towards 
Ids unhappy wife, it is impossible to speak in 
terms of too high coniinendation. It iias-ahvady 
been msntiohed,* that Mrs Beattie had the misr 
fmtune to inlierit from her mother, that most 
diteidful of all human ills, a distempered imagi- 
BttioD, which, in a very few years after their 
marri^;e, showed itself in c^^rices and foUy, 
that embittered- every hour of his life, while ^ 
fltrove at first to conceal her disorder from the 
world, and, if possible, as he has been heard to 

■cnpUon of the Highlands aiid Southern Provinces of Scotland ;J 
on Personification ;5 his Comparison of the Writings and Ge- 
Bins of Dryden and Pope;|{ the Character of Swift ;f the Dis- 
criinination of the Characters of Homer'* and Virgil's Heroes;** 
Strictures on Gray's Ode.tt On reading these, and many si- 
milar passages in his works, I have been often disposed to i^ 
ply to him the exquiute pnuse which (^ley l^iUnn on a 
inqch inferior writef : 

" His candid style tike a clear Btream doa flow ; 
' " And his bfight fkncy alt the waj 

" Don, like the nni-iIilDe, on II pla;." 

Cowi-Bir'* Oie m tka Rogat Smiety. 
* Vol I. p. 137. 
} Essay on Poetry and Music, p. 410—483. ^ Ibid. p. MS. 

I Ibid: p. SSS. 1 Ibid. p. 3TS, ST9. 

•• Ibid. 903-^IS. ft ItiM. p. 65S. 
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say, to conceal it even from htmselfi till at last 
from whim, and capricie, and melandioty, it broke 
out into downright insanity, which rendered her 
seclu^on from society absolutely necessary. Du- 
ring every stage of her illness, be watched and 
cherished her with the utmost tenderness and 
care ; using every means at first, that medicine 
could fiimish, for her recovery, and afterwards, 
when her condition was found to be perfectly 
hopdess, procuring for her every accommodation 
and comfort that could tend to alleviate her suf- 
ferings.*^ When I reflect on the many sleepless 
nights and anxious days, which he experienced 
from Mrs Seattle's malady, and think of the un» 
wearied and unremitting attention he paid to 
her, during so great a number of years, in that 
sad situation, his diaracter is exalted in my mind 
to a degree which may be equaUed, but I am 
sure never can be excelled, and makes the .iame 
of the poet and the philosopher iade fixun my. 
remembrance. 

" Of this last part of Dr Beattie's condncl, I am fiilly able 
to speak from my owii penoDal knowledge ; as, during several 
years, I bad the sole charge of her and her concerns, while she 
resided at no great distance from Edioburgh. She still surrivea 
him in the same melancholy condition. 

VOL. III. ' SI 
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The striotness and regularity of Dr 3eattie's 
jnety was shown, not merely by a regular attend- 
ance, while his health permitted, oo the pvt^ic 
ordinances of religion, but by the more certain 
aod unequivocal testimony of private devotion. 
I have been infbimed by his niece, Mrs Glennie, 
that after he had retired at night to his chamber, 
she Irequently overheard his voice rendered au- 
dible in the ardour of prayer. And she has also 
told me, that even throughout the day, when she 
knew his spirits to he more than usually depress- 
ed, while he thought himself alone, she could 
occasionally perceive that he was offering up his 
orisons to Heavenwith the utmost fervour. His 
pious resignation' to the Divine Will, under some 
of the hardest trials that " flesh is heir to," was 
indeed but too severely proved during the great- 
est part of his Hie; but it is consoling to know, 
that it was not tried in vain. 

Great tenderness of heart, and the keenest sen- 
sibility of soul, qualities very frequently the con- 
comitants of genius, were eminently conspicuous 
in the character of Dr Beattie- They rendered ' 
him " tremblingly alive" to the sorrows and the 
sufferings of others, and produced in him the 
warmest emotions of friendship, with an earnest' 
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Amre to perfonn ev^ serviqe in his power to ai! 
within his reach. 

It must not be dissembled at the same dm^ 
that Dr Beattie was not altogether free from pre- 
judices: but they were most commonly preju-^ 
dices of an amiable kind. He loved virtue where- . 
ever he found it ; and as he had the happiness of 
numbering among his fi-tcnds some of the best 
and most accomplished characters of the age in 
which he lived, he returned their kindness with 
ardour and enthusiasm. If there was an affec- 
tion of his nature more strong than any other, it 
was that of gratitude. To those, therefore, who 
had spontaneously undertaken to promote his in- 
terest, he thought he never could declare too 
strongly the sense he entertained of their kind- 
ness. This sentiment, which on every occasion 
he proclaimed so loudly, he did not condne to 
mere expressions of gratitude for &vour8 conr 
ferred on him : it led him to form a judgment 
even of their writings, if they were literary cha- 
racters, which could not but be considered as 
sooietimes a good deal ex^gerated. In the 
same manner, instances might be produced, . 
where he had curied antipathies to particular 
persons, and to their writings, somewhat beyond 
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the, measure of due discretion. In both case^ 
however, it was very readily allowed, that he ne- 
ver uttered a syllable, either of commendation or 
dislike, which he himself did not believe to be 
perfectly, well-founded. 

It is a curious circumstance, that although, 
when at school and college, he had been admired 
and loved by his companions for his mild and 
gentle disposition, it was remarked by his most 
intimate friends, at a more advanced period of 
life, that he had become not a little irritable by , 
a continued application to metaphysical contro- 
versy. This habit, however, respected authors 
rather than men ; and as it gave little or no dis- 
turbance^ to those around him, was easily over- 
looked, by his friends, in the multitude of his 
amiable qualities, and was often rather a sulgect 
of pleasantry to Uiem than otherwise. 

In hia disposition he was humane and charita- 
ble: And it has been told of him by his fiunily, 
that no suppliant, to his knowledge ever went 
from his door unsatisfied. 

. I have already remarked, that he was a pas- 
sionate admirer, of the beauties of nature; de- 
lighting to walk out into the fields, sometimes 
in the company of a friend, but more frequently 
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by himself, either when oppressed by those vio-, 
lent headacbs, to which he had been subject 
from his youth, or when struggling under the 
weight 6f domestic affliction. In tho«e solitary 
walks it was, that he was wont to indulge in si- 
lent and profound meditation on the studies in ' 
which he was engaged. In committing hi& 
thoughts to paper, afterwards, he was laborious 
in tlie extreme ; very rarely making use of an 
amanuensis, but constantly and repeatedly trans- 
cribing his works in his correct, neat, and beau- 
tiful hand-writing, 

Dr Beattie was fond of society ; and while Mrs 
Beattie'a health permitted her to appear, he saw 
a good deal of company, and much eiyoyed the 
pleasure of having his friends with him at his ta- 
ble, chiefly at dinner, except when he had musi- 
cal parties at night But he had a great dislike 
to cards, which, however, he expressed in the 
gentlest manner, by saying, with much good hu- 
mour, that he never had capacity sufficient to 
learn any game. To chess he hail a real aversion ; 
as occasioning, in his opinion, a great waste of 
time, and requiring an tiseless application of 
thought 
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His conversation on moral and literary sub- 
jects was- in' the highest degree instructive and 
entertaining ; and so much was his ccmipany va- 
lued and sought af^r, that, in his best days, he 
wEis not able to comply with half theinvitationi 
he received from persons eminent for their rank, 
character, and learning. In the midst of a select 
party of his private friends, and in his little do- 
mestic circle, be was uncommonly cheerful, ani- 
mated, and pleasant ; indulging himself in fre- 
quent sallies of playful but innocent mirth. He 
was even fond of the amusement of a pun ; in 
which, however, it must be confessed, he was not 
always very successful. He wished, indeed, to be 
thought to possess a certaip degree of wit and 
< humour, especially when in company with some 
of our mutual friends, such as Major Meicer and 
Mr Arbuthnot, who were endowed with more of 
these qualities than almost any men I ever knew ; 
but in which Dr Beattie followed them " haud 
"passibus eqtas" 

His mornings, during the winter season of the 
university, were chiefly employed in attendance 
on his class, and in taking the exercise necessary 
tor his health, sometimes on horseback, but more 
frequently on foot, for he took particular delight 
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, in waUcing. The. evening, when not engaged 
with company, was his time for serious study; 
but after supper, he dedicated his honrs to the 
amusement of his family, by reading aloud such 
books of entertainment as came occasionally in 
his way, or in social conversaticui ; and to the 
young people around him he was always exceed- 
ingly indulgent During the summer, as he was 
not eng^ed with the business of the college, he 
could aiford to devote more of his hours to stu- 
dy i yet still he dedicated a considerable portion 
of his time to exercise, and to the society of his 
6iends. As an axerclse, he was fond of archery, 
and used it long enough to arrive at some dexte- 
rity in the practice, until he grew so corpulent 
that it iatigued him, and this oUiged him to lay 
it aside. 

Although Dr Beattie's acquaintance in early 
life had been of , the humblest sort, and erea after 
his removal from the parochial^ school of Fordoun 
to Aberdeen, had been of a rank very inferior to 
that in which he came afterwards to be intro- 
duced, yet he showed no awkwardnras of behavi- 
mr in the most exalted and polished circles. And 
it must be recorded to. his praise, that nbtwith- 
standing he had been caresjsed by the great and 
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the learned in England, in a degree beyond moat 
authprs of hia day, he returned to bis native 
country unspoiled by prosperity, and as humble 
and unassumiog in his manners as be had left 
it 

To a very correct and refined taste in judging 
of poetry, painting, and music, he added the 
rare accomplishment of some actual practice in 
each. Of his skill in poetical composition, 
enough has been already said. Of music, he. was 
remarkably fond. , He loved all kinds of good 
music, but especially that of the old school, and 
the simple but. enchanting mekidies of our own 
country. Hia favourite masters were Corelli, 
Hande!> Purcel, Pergolese, Geminiani, AvIsod, 
Jackson. He not only understood the. theory of 
music, but he occasionally amused himself by 
composing basses and second paHs to some of 
tus &voui-ite airs. He was delighted with the 
organ, on which he often played. simple harmo- 
nies ; and he perfonned with taste and expression 
on the violoncello. He sung a little; but his 
voice was loud, and deficient in mellowness. In 
his best days, he was a regular attendant, and an 
useful director of the weekly concert at Aber- 
deen, where be was generally at the same time a 
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performer on the violoncello. *■ In the. other sis^ 
ter art of painting, he excelled in drawing gm- 
tesque figures, and caricatures of atciking lesem-- 
blance ; tdthough in this last talent, he- verj 
apaiingly indulged himself, and at aa early pe- 
riod of life laid it entirely aside^ Once, in com- 
pany with a few friends, he drew three or. four 
of these for our amusement, as we sat^t table, 
which I earned away with me, by his pennissiou-; 
and I presume they are the only specimens of his ■ 
exoellence in that species of design now existing^ 
I believe I may say, that although I have known 
many who could practise two of the sister arts 
variously combined, such as poetry and music, or 
painting and poetry, X)r Beattic is the sole in> 
stance, of my own acquaintance at least, of a 
person who possessed the happy talent of being 
able to practise, with some success, in all the 
three. 



* Hu muaica) entertaiament was oace unluckily suqiended, 
by his accidentally cutting the teudoa of the middle fioger of 
the left-hand, so oecessary in the use of that iDstniment. But 
in time he arrived at the dexterity of performing all the Mops, 
readily and accurately, with the three remaining fingers. Al- 
though he ceased to perform any longer in pabtic, he conti- 
nued to amnw himself and his friends in private as before, un- 
til after the death of his sons. 
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It has been sometimes sud, I believe, tiiat Dr 
Beattie, in the latter part of his life, indulged ra- 
ther too much in the use of wine. In one of his 
letters, he intimates, that he found it necessaiy 
as a medicine. " My health, (saya he, writing 
" to Mr Arbuthnot,) for these ten days past, has 
" been declining very fest. With the present 
" pressure upon my mind, I should not be able 
" to sleep, if I did not use wine as an opiate. It 
" is less hurtful than laudanum, but not so efiec- 
" tual." Wine used for this sad purpose, might 
scmelimes possibly exceed its due limits. Had 
this really been the case, who would be mnch 
surprised, when it is considered, that, in the de- 
cline of his life, almost eveiy day was embitter- 
ed by the unfortunate derangement of his wife, 
by the loss of both his sons, by his own increas- 
ing maladies of body, and the deepening depres- 
sion, of his mind? Who would wonder, (though 
every one would lament,) if, under such extraor- 
•dinary circumstances, recourse should sometimes 
be had to the cordial powers of wine to blunt the 
edge of pain, and deaden the sense of sufferings, 
too acute to be borne ? Over failings arising from 
such sources as these, (even if they had been 
real,) Jthe hand of pity and charity would draw 



c«.i,:sa:,GoOglc 



LIFE OF DR BEATTJE. 187 

the veil of silence and oblivion : Yet I must so- 
lemnly declare, that although I have often seen 
htm in the hours both of melancholy ^d g^ety, 
and although he has occasionally resided at om* 
house for week3 together, I never once saw him 
-so affected by it, as to be unfitted either for busi- 
ness or conversation. 

In his person, Or Beattie was of the middle 
size, though not elegantly, yet not awkwardly 
formed, but with something of a slouch in his 
gait His eyes were black and piercing, with an 
expression of sensibility, somewhat bordering on 
melancholy, except when engaged, in cheerfiil 
and social intercourse with his fiiends, when they 
were exceedingly animated. As he advanced in 
years, and became incapable of t^ing his usual 
d^ree of exercise, he grew corpulent and un- 
wieldy, till within a few months of his death, 
when he bad greatly" decreased in size. When I 
last saw him, the diminution of bis form was but 
too prophetic of the event that soon followed. 
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Here I dose my account of the Life of Dr 
Beattiti; throughout the whole of which I am 
not conscious of having, in a&y respect, mis- 
represented either his actions or his character; 
and of whom to record the truth is his best 
praise. 

On thus reviewing the long period of forty 
years that have elapsed since the commencement 
of our intimacy, it is impossible for me not to be 
deeply affected, by the reflection, that of the nu- 
merous frioids with whom he and I Were wont 
to associate, at the period of our earliest acquain- 
tance, all, I think, except three, liave already 
paid their debt to nature ; and that in do long 
time (how soon is known only to Hih, the great 
Disposer of all events) my grey hairs shall sink 
into the grave, and I also shall be numbered 
with those who have been. May a situation so 
awful make its due impression on my mind ! 
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and may it be my earnest endeavour to employ 
that short portion of life which yet remains to 
me, in such a manner, as that when that last 
dread hour shall come, in which my soul shall be 
required of me, I may look forward with trem- 
bling hope to a happy immortality, through the, 
merits and mediation of our eyer-blessed Re- 
deemer! 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Note [A.] p. 21. 

It wbs once my intention to have inserted here the diary 
Dr BeatUe had kept of his perusal of Homer, in^hich 
be had scrupulously marked the number of days iie had 
bestowed on each book. But, on farther reflection, I 
have chosen to omit the diary, as this exertion of study ' 
does not seem to excee<i wbat any young man, with no 
very extraordinary degree of application, may accom- 
plish; and, as the work has swelled in bulk much be- 
yond my original expectation^ I am unwilling to add to 
it by the insertion of what is unnecesswy. I may just 
add, however, that he has been often heard to say, that 
it was this first careful perusal of Homer, that gave him 
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ajustconceptionof the tme nature of epic poetry. How 
beautifully aod correctly he has expressed hb ideas of 
the Epope^ in his ' Essay on Poetry,' is known to eveiy 
reader of taste. He has conclnded his diary with the 
following apposite quotation : 

" Siti ct^ optatam cwm contatgere metam, 
" Multa tuUt Jecilque puer." 



Note [B.] p. 23. 

There have, no doubt^ been many extraordinaiy and 
well-attested instances of somnambalism ;* and an anec- 
dote of the late Dr Blacklock is not less remarkable 
than any other to be met with. It is mentioned in Dr 
Cleghom's thesis, ' De ^mno/ as having ha^>ened at 
the inn at Kirkcudbnght, in Scotland, and Emthentt- 
cated by the testimony of Mrs Blacklock, who is still 
alive, and .was present with a numerous company of his 
friends, who dined with him that day. Bui as it is al- 
ready in print.f I am unwUlmg to swell this Appendix 
by inserting it here. . , 



• ■ EneyClopKdia Britamiica,' Vd. XTIL p, 5M. 
t See AndeiMHi's ' Poets of Great Britain,' VoL II. p. 1 154. life «f 
BlacUock. 5 
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Note [C] p. 35. 

Cofi/ of the last Will ajtd Teitament ofJhUHB Bbattib, 
IiL. D. written fry Au own Hand, and dated 20/A July, 
1799. 

X James Beattie, Doctor of Laws, Professor of Moral 
Philosophy and Logic ia Marischal College, Aberdeepj 
willing to prevent all dispute and Utigstion about tbe 
property I may leave behind me at death ; and being at 
present, by the goodness of God, in soundness of mind, 
and in my usual bodily health, do make my last will and 
testament as follows : To the persons after mentioned as 
the executors of this my will, namely, to Sir William 
Forbes, Baronet, of Pitsligo ; to Robert Arbuthnot, Esq. 
secretary to the Trustees, &c. in Edinburgh ; to Major 
James Mercer, formerly of the forty-ninth regiment; 
and to James Farquhar Gordon, Esq. writer to the sig- 
net, I bequeath in trust, after payment of all my jast 
debts, to be lent or laid out by them, on sufficient heri- 
table security, the sum of ****** pounds sterling; and 
I appoint the legal interest thereof to be applied yearly 
by them for the use and beboof of my wife, Mary Dun; 
and this to continue all the days of her life ; hoping 
that this provision, with ♦•*♦•• pounds sterling a-year, 
to which she will be entitled from the Widows Fund,f 

+ A fiud eebiblisbed by act of Parliameot, for the paymenl of anoui- 
tiee to the widonB at the clergy of the eharcta ot ticotland, and Ibe 
tridoiTs of tlfe profeoon of the luUvenities Id that part of Ibe united 
kincdoD. Aji excellent luEtitntion I 
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Mil be fully sufficient for her comfortable support: To 
my niece, Margaret Valentine, wife of Mr Professor 
Glennie of Mariscbal College, Aberdeen, I bequeatb 
•*«*•« pounds sterling; and to her the said Margaret 
Valentine, to whom I and my children, while I had 
' children, were under great obligations, I also bequeath 
all my household furniture, and ail my books and other 
idoveables, except the few books and moveables after 
mentioned, which I leave as memorials of me to other 
friends; to her also the said Margaret Valentine, 1 be- 
queath my picture by my dear friend. Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, deceased, who made me a present of it, of which 
picture 1 know she will be particularly oarefiil, from her 
regard to me, aud on account of the great merit of the 
work : To my excellent friend. Sir William Forbes, 
Baronet, of Fitdigo, I bequeatb, as a smalt memorial of 
our friendship, my silver watch, with a stop and second 
hand, made with particular care by Gartly, and also the 
two splendid volumes in quarto of Lavater's ' Physiog- 
nomy/ which will be found among my other boolcs : To 
my dear friend, Robert Arbuthnot, Eeq. secretary to the 
Trustees, £ce. in Edinbui^h, I bequeath my gold-headed 
cane, which I received as a present from the late Wil- ' 
liam. Lord Newhaven, and alSb my gold ring with the 
King's head by Tassie, wliich ring I had the honour to 
receive from George, Lord Onslow: To the Rev. Dr 
William Laing in Peterhead, to whom as a friend and 
as a physician 1 have oftea been obliged, I bequeath all 
my music books, together witli ***••* pounds sterling. 
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and the telescope which he made for me : and to Miss 
Beattie Laiog, his Becond daughter, I bequeath the or- 
gan which woB bnilt by my deceased soOf James Hay 
Beattie, and which in now, and for some time past has ■ 
l)een,iQ die dwelling-houae of the said Dr Laing: To my 
"brother, David Beattie, I bequeath ••***• pounds ster- 
ling; and I desire that my bond, accepted by him for 
****** pounds sterling, which I lent hioii and on which 
more than thirteen years interests are now due, may be 
cancelled and sent to him ; To my sistei's son, James 
Dewars or Duers, J bequeath •*•••# poQmjs steriing: 
I beg my deqr friend, James Mercer, Esq. formerly 
Major of th|e forty-ninth regiment, will accept of' my 
Olivets Cicero, in nine volumes quarto, and of my 
Clarke's Homer, in two volumes quarto, as a small ac- 
knowledgment of the pleasure and improvement, which 
for almost forty years I have derived from his conversa- 
tion and friendship ; To the Poors Hospital of Aber- 
■ deeo, I bequeath ****** pounds sterling; and to the 
Lunatic Hospital of Aberdeen, I bequeath the same sum 
of *••*•• pounds. And after paying these severalle- 
gocies, I order and appoint, that what may remain of 
my property may be equally divided between my said 
niece, Margaret Valentine, and her brother, David Va- 
lentine, Lieutenant in tbe Royal Navy ; recommeoding . 
it to them to give such pecuniary assistance as they ■ 
may judge reasonable to my brother David BeattJe's 
children. And this I declare to be my last will and 
testament. And I ap|ioint and nominate the said Sir 
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William Forbes, Baronet, of Pitaligo, the stud Robert 
Arbuthnot> Em]. the said Major James Mercer, ftod iim 
said James Fsrqnbar Gord<Hi, Esq. jointly, or aiky two 
of them accepting and surviving, to be the executors of 
this my last will and testament^ bequeathing to each of 
these executors the sum of *••** pounds sterling, as a 
small acknowledgment for their trouble in executii^ 
this mj said will : Reserving to myself the privilege 
of making at any time^ by a codicil or codicils annexed, 
or in any other way i, may think proper, snch alterations 
in, or additions to, this my will, as may to me appear 
reasooable. In'witness whereof, these presents, written 
with my own hand on this and the preceding ptLgt, are 
subscribed by me at Aberdeen, the twentieth day of 
July, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine years, 
before these witnesses, J»hn Arthur, sacrist of Marischat 
College><aDd George Pine, porter of Marischal Col- 
lege. 

(Signed) J. Bbattie. 

(Signed) John Abthub, witness. 
Gbokge PiBiB, witness. 



Not* [0.] p. 37. 

James, the fourteenth Earl of Erroll, was the eldest 
son of William, the unfortunate Earl of Kihnamock, 
(who lost his head on Tower-Hill, IBtb Augast, 1746,) 
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by Lady Anne Livingston* only child and heiress of 
James, Earl of IJnlithgow and Callander, by Lady Mar- 
garet Hay, second daughter of John, twelfUi Earl of 
Enoll ; on the death of whose eldest sister, Maiy, 
Countess of Erroll in her own right, in the year 1758, 
her grand-nephew, known at that time by the title of 
Lord Boyd, as eldest son of Lord Kilmarnock, succeed- 
ed to the earldom and estate of Emdl ; thus uniting in 
his person the four eaxldoms of Errol, Kilmarnock, Lin- 
lithgow, and Callander,* as well as tbe ancient dignity 
of ijord High Constable of Scotland, which had been 
IcH^ enjoyed by the Earls of Erroll, and had been re- 
served to them by the Articles of Union of the two 
kingdoDiB, as well as by the act of Parliament abolish- 
ing the heritable jurisdictions of Scotland, in the year 
1749. 

I cannot better delineate the character of this amiable 
and accomplished nobleman, than by the following ex- 
tract of a letter from Dr Beattie to Mrs Montagn, 
giving her an account of Lord ErroU's death, which 
happened the 3d June, 1778, in the fif^-second year of 
his age. 

" Lord Erroll's death, of which yon must have heard, 
" is a great loss to this country, and matter of mispeak- 
" able regret to his fAcnds. I owed him much, but, 

* The tbiM lut had beta attainted in the penoaa of the Earl of Lin- 
tjthgaw and Callander in tlie jear 1115, and of the Earl of Kilmarnock 
In the TCar 1145 : Bal had (hoBe attalnden not taken place, the rlfht of 
MCceuion to thoee disnitiei centered in Lord Erroll, 
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"independent!]' on all consideraUons of gratitode^f 
. *' had a sincere liking and very great esteem for him. 
*' In his manners be was wonderfully agreeable, a most 
" affectionate and attentive parent, husband, and bro- 
" tlier, elegant in his economy, and perhaps expensive, 
" yet exact and methodical. He exerted his iafiuence 
- '* as a man of rank and a magistrate in doiiig good to 
" all the neighbourhood ; and it has oilen been men- 
" tioned to his honoui', that no man ever administered 
" an oath wiUi a more pious and commanding solemnity 
" than he. He was regular in bis attendance upon pub- 
" lie worship, and exemplary in the perfoiinance of it 
'' In a word, he was adored by his servants, a bles^ng 
" to his tenants, and the darling of the whole country. 
" His stature was six feet four inches, and his propOF- 
" lions most exact His countenance and deportment 
" exhibited such a mixture of the sublime and the 
" graceiiil, as I have never seen tmited in any other 
" man. He often put me in mind of an ancient heroj 
" and I remember Dr Samuel Johnson was positive, 
" that he resembled Homer's character of Sarpedon." 

To the truth of every part of this account by Dr Beat- 
tie, of die late Lord Erroll, I can bear ample testimony; 
as I bad the happiness of his Lordship's acquaintance, 
and was honoured witb his friendship, of which he gave 
me a strong proof, by appointing me one of the guar- 
dians of his children.' I may add, that were I desired to 
specify the man of the most graceful form, the mosf 
elegant, polished, and popular manners, whom I have 
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ever known in my long intercourse with society, I should 
not hesitate to name Junes, Eaii of EtroU. At the co- 
ronation of his present llajeslj. Lord Eiroll officiated 
as Lord High Constable of Scotland. 

' NotetE.] p. 38. 

. The dtsry, as I have it, commences on the 6th Janu- 
aiy, 1762, OD the reassembling of his class afUr the 
Christmas holidays : but as it refers on the top of the 
. page to a fonner diary of the preceding part of that ses- 
lioa, it had most probably comprehended the whole 
period of his lecture from their commencement. It is 
wntten with unconunon neatness, and even elegance of 
penmandiip, to which he was always extremely atten- 
tive,'in the form of a kalendar, and continued witiiout 
interruption to the fid ApriJ, when the winter-sassion of 
the year 1792*3 was blosed with the- usual graduation of 
masters of arts. When the delicate state of his health 
is ccmaidered, shattered as it was by intense application 
to stndy in the composition of his various works, it must 
appear wonderfbl, that he was able to deliver his lectures 
iirom year to year with so little interruption from indi^ 
poution. 
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Note [F.«] p. 45. 

I am inclebted for this accooot of the Philosophical 
Socie^ of Aberdeen^ not only to their manuscript re- 
cords, now in my possession, but to the life of Dr Gre- 
gory, prefixed to his works, p. 37' Thb elegant account 
of the late Dr Gregory is anonymous. But it is well 
known to be written by my friend the Honourable Alex- 
ander Fraser Tytler, Lord Woodhooselee, one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Civil Court of Law of Scotland^ 
to whom the public is also indebted for a valuable and 
- truly original ' Essay on the Principles of Translation ^ 
as well as for an excellent critique on the poetical wfirks 
of our Scottish Theocritiis, Allan Bamsay : although 
to ndtber of these classical performances has his mo- 
desty suffered him to prefix hie omne. He has also 
published, 'Elements of General Hictory, Ancient and 
Modern;' a performance of much merit, of which he 
has acknowledged himself to be the author, as it con- 
tains the ontUoes of a course of public lectures, delivered 
by him la the nnivenity of Edinburgh, in which he was 
Professor of Universal History, before he was raised to 
the Bench. Lord Woodhouselee was also one of the 
elegant writers to whom we are iodebted for those two 
excellent periodical works, the ' Mirror,* and ' Lounger,' 
published at Edinburgh.f 

•TbIiktIerorrefeieBeeiabymiilakcKyealed. . t. See note [DD.] 
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Some accooDt of the Philosophical Society of Aber- 
deen, wil] likewise be found in t^e Suppltmait to the 
' Encf clopsedia Britaiuiica,' Vol. I. p. 609. article, L^e 
of Dr Gerard. 



NoteEF.] p.61. - 

This and the three followii^ botes were meant for 
the preservatioa of some pieces' of Or BeatUe's poetry, 
published in the two first editions of hia poems, though 
omitted in bis later editions ;' but Which I had thought 
it a pity should be lost. But, on farther refiecLion, it 
has been judged expedient to retain onl/ the ' Ode to 
Peace,' of which two stanzas, ape ah:eady inieited in the 
text, at p. 62. of Vol. I. and which appears to be of sa- ; 
perior beauty. The Epitaph on himself is also preserved, 
for the reason assigned in the text. The leader will 
therefore be pleased to pardon the inaccuracy of the 
references here. 

The conclqding lines of, the ' Hares/ are inserted 
here, as mentioned in the t^, p.6l. VoL.J.l)ote[F.]; 
because it is not meant to {tript the fable .itself in the 
projected new edition of hil ' Works in Prose and^ 
' Verse.' 

** Now from the vestemmoantain's brow, 

" Compassed with clouds of various g^w, 

" The^smi a broader orb displays, 

f And shoots aslope his ruddy xaya. 
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" The bwn assames s fresher green, 
" And deT*dropfl spangle all the scene, 
" llie bahny zephyr breBtfaes along, 
" The shepherd sings bis tender song; 
" With all their lays die groves resound* 
" And falling wateis murmur rouid. 
" Discord and Care were put to fli^t, 
" And all was peace and calm delight,* 



Note [G.] p. 63. 
ODE TO PEACE. 

WKITTEN IN THR TEA& 1758. 

I. 1. 
Peacej bcaTen-descended maid! whose powerful voice 
From lacient darkness calted the room; 
And Inuhed of jarring elements the noise. 
Whet) Chaos, from his old dominion torn. 
With iJl his bellowing throng. 
Far, far was hm-led the void abyss along ; 
And aU the bright angelic choir. 
Striking, through all their ranks, the eternal lyre, 
Pouied, in lond symphony, the impetuous strain; 
Andeveiy fiery orb luid planet sung, 
And wide, throagh nigbt^s dark solitary reign, 
Rebcwnding long and deep, t^e lays triumphant rung. 
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I. 3. 
Oh wbither art thou fled> Satumian Age! 
Roll round again, majestic years! 
To break the sceptre of tyrannic rage ; 
From Woe's nan cheek to wipe the bitter te^rsj 
Ye years, again roll round '. 
Hark ! from afar what desolating sound, 
Wbile ecboea load the sighing gales, 
With dire presage the throbbing heart assaih I 
Murder, deep-roused, with all tbe whirlwind's hastCj 
And roar of tempest, from her cavern springs. 
Her tangled serpents 'girds aconnd her waist. 
Smiles ghastly fierce, and shakes her goie-dJstiUing 
wings. 



Tbe shouts, redoubling, rise 
In thunder to the skies , 
The nymphs, disordered, dart along, 
Sweet powers of solitude and song. 
Stunned with the horrors of discordant sound j 
And all is listening, trembling round. 
Torrents, far heard amid tbe waste of nighty 
That oft have led tbe wanderer right. 
Are silent at tbe noise. 
The mighty Ocean's more majestic voice, 
■ Drowned in superior din, is heard no more i 
The surge in silence seems to sweep the fotaaj shctre. 
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II. 1. 
, Ibe bloody bauoer, streaming in the air. 
Seen on yon sky-mixt mountain's brow. 
The mingling multitudes, the madding car^ 
Driven in confiision to the plmn below. 
War's dreadful lord proclaim; 
Bursts out, by frequent fits, tfae expansive Qame ; 
Snatched in tempestuona eddies, flies 
The surging smoke o'er all the darkened skies;. 
Ilie cheerfiil face of heaven no more a seen ; 
The blo(Mii of mommg fades to deadly pale ; 
The bat flies transient o'er the dusky green. 
And sight's foul birds along the sullen twilight sail. 

II. 2. 
Involved in lire-streahed gloom, the car comes oil. 
The rushing steeds grim Terror guides ; 
His forehead writhed to a relentless frown, 
Alof% the angry Power of Battle rides. 
Grasped in bis migh^ hand, 
. A mace tremendous desolates the land ; 
The tower rolls headlong down the steep. 
The moantain shrinks before its wasteful sweep. 
Chill horror the dissolving Umbs invades, 
Smit by the blasting lightning of his eyes ; 
A deeper gloom invests the howling shades ; 
Stripped is the shattered grove^ and every verdure 
dies. 
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11. S. 
How BtarUed Phienzy stares. 
Bristling her ragged hairs ! 
Revenge the gory fragment gfiavs j 
See, with her gripmg Tolttire-clawa 
Imprinted deep, she rends the mangled wotmd! 
Hate whirls her torch sulphniebus round. 
The shrieks of agony, and clang of anus. 
Re-echo to the hoarse alarms. 
Her trump terrific blows. 
Disparting from behind, the clouds disclose. 
Of kingly gesture, a gigantic form, 
That with his scourge sublime roles the careering 
stonn. 

HI. 1. 

Ambition, out^de fair! within as foal 
As fiends of fiercest heart below. 
Who ride the hurricanes of 'fire, that pU 
Ilieir thundering Tt>rtex o'er the realms of woe. 
Yon naked nast£ survey ; 

Where late was heard the flute's ineUifluous lay; 
Where late the rosy-bosomed hours. 
In loose array, danced lightly o'er the flowers ; 
Where late the shepherd told his tender tale; 
And, wakened by the murmurii^ breeze of mom. 
The voice of cheerful labour filled the dale; 
And dove-eyed Plenty smiled, and waved her liberal 
horn. 
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Yon mins^ sable from the wasting Same, 

But mark the onee resplendent dome i 

The frequent corae obstructs the sullen stream. 

And ghosts glare horrid from the sylvan gloom. 

How sadly silent all ! 

Save where, outstretched beneath yon hanging wall. 

Pale Famine moans with feeble breath. 

And Anguish yells, and grinds his bloody teeth. 

Though v^n the mtige, and every melting lay. 

To touch thy heart, unconscious of remorse ! 

Know, monster^ know, thy hour is on the way; 

I see, 1 see the years begin their mighty coarse. 

in. 3. . 

What scenes of glory rise 

Before my dazssled eyes ! 

YoiAig zephyrs wave their wanton wings. 

And melody celestial rings. 

All blooming on the lawn the nymphs advance. 

And touch the late, and range the dance : 

And the blithe shepherds, on the mountain's side. 

Arrayed in all their rural .pride. 

Exalt the festive note. 

Inviting Echo from her inmost grol^ 

But, ah ! the landscape glows with fainter light i 
It darkens, swims, and flies for ever from my sight,, 
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^ IV. 1. 



Illusions Tain ! Can sacred Peace reside 
Where sordid gold tbe breast alariiui. 
Where cruelty inBames the eye of pride, 
And grandeor wantons in soft pleasure's arms i 
Ambition, tbeae are thine ! 
These from the soul erase the form divine; 
And quench the animating fire,. 
That warms the bosom with sublime desire. 
Thence the relentless heart forgets to feel, 
And hatred triumphs on the o'erwhelming brbw^ 
Andmidnight Kancour grasps the cruel steel. 
Blaze the blue flames of death, and sound the shrieks 
of woe* 



it i. 

-Froin Albion fled, thy once beloved retreat/ 
What re^ons brighten in thy smile. 
Creative Peace ! and underneath thy feet 
See sudden flowers adorn the rugged soil i 
In bleak Siberia blows> 

Waked by thy genial breath, the balmy rose ? 
Waved over by thy magic wand. 
Does life inform fell Lybia's burning sand i 
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Or does some isle tby parting flight detain. 
Where roves the India:n throa^ primieval shades; 
Haunts the pure pleasures of the sylvao reigo. 
And, led by Reason's light, the path of Datsre treads T 



IV. 3. 
On Cuba's ntmost steep, • 
Far leaning o'er the deep. 
The Goddess' pensive form was seeni 
Her robe, of Nature's varied green. 
Waved on the gale ; grief dimmed her radiant eyes. 
Her bosom heaVed with boding sighs. 
She eyed the mwn ; where, gaining on the view, 
£itierging from the ethereal blue, 
'Midst the. dread pomp of war. 
Blazed the Iberian streamer from afar. - 
She saw ; and, on refulgent pinions borne. 
Slow winged her way sublbue, and mingled with the 



■ Tbia aUudea to Ihe discovery of AnericH. by the SpanUrds un- 
der Columbiu. Those ravagen are laid to hate nadc Ibelr Gist 
desceat oo the lilauds Id the (jolf of Florida, of which Cnba & 
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From Vol. I. p. flS. • 



EPITAPH ON 



**•# **•*««* 



Escapwd the gloom of mortal life, a bouI 

Here leaves its mouldering tenement of day. 

Safe, where no cares their whelming billows roll. 
No doubts bewilder, and no hopes betray. 

,IJke thee, I once have stemmed the sea of life ; 

Like tiiee, have languished after empty joys; 
Like thee, have laboured in the stormy strife ; 

Been grieved for trifles, and ^amused with toys. 

Yet for a while 'gainst Pasrion's threatful blast 
Let steady Reason urge tlie strug^ing oar; 

Shot through the dreary gloom, the mom at last 
Gives to thy longing eye the blissful shore. 

Forget my frailties, thou art also Irail; 

Forgive my lapses, for thyself ma/st &I1; 
Nor read, unmoved, my artless tender tale,— 

X was a friend, Q man, to ^ee, to ail, 

■ N. B. The letter of referaice accldcDlall; omitted. 
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In perusing this beautiful EpitapL^ tbe reader will be 
in some places, reminded of Gray's ' Elegy in a Country ' 
ChuTcb-yard.' Whether Beattie had that poem in his 
eye while he was writing, cannot with any certaiuty be 
discovered. Gray's * Elegy in a Country Church-yard' 
tfas first published in a quarto sixpenny pamphlet, by 
Sodsley, in 17A>;,{t was afterwards published, along 
■with some other of Mr Gra/a poems, in 175S ; whereas 
this Elegy of Dr Beattie's was first printed in the ' Scots 
Magazine' only in 1757. It is^ therefore, possible, that 
Dr Beattie may have seen the Elegy of Gray before he 
wrote his own. But when his obscurity at that tune is 
considered, and the little access he had to books, it is, I 
think, much more probable, that it had never come 
within his view. It is, however, of no consequence ; for 
any coincidence of thought between the two, is merely 
a proof, how much one man of genius may imitate ano- 
^er, without servilely copying him. 



Note [K.] p. G6. 

i am indelited to my friend. Lord Woodhouselee, 
whose classical taste in every branch of polite literature, 
especially on the subject of Translation/ is justly; enti- 
tled to high commendation, for an excellent paper of 
critical observations on the translations of the ' Bucolics 
of Virgil,' by Dryden, Warton, and Beattie ; and 1 con- 
fess I was agreeably surprised to find th^ result so fa- 
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Tonfable to Besttie, who, aoon afterhk translsUooswere, 
published, declared, that be v&s ashamed of them, and 
wished them to be for ever coasigned to oblivion. We 
do not hear that either Djyden or Wart<m thought so 
pieanly of their translations, though the former was one 
of the best of the English poets, and the latter possess 
ed of poetical genins^ and a r^ned critical taste. 



LOBD WOOSHOUSELEE TO SIB WILLIAU FOBBES. 

Edinbnrgb, 10th Juimry, 1B04.- 
" As yon expressed a wish to have my opinion of 
the comparative merits of the three translations of the 
* Eclogues of Virgil/ by Dryden, Wartou, and Beattie, 
it has been a very pleasing amnsemeat to me, in a few 
leisure holiday-hours, to make this comparison ; and I 
now sit down to comply with your request. In matters 
of this sort, general approbation or censure is of little 
value. On the other hand, we risk being te4'ous, if we 
go too much into particulars. I shall endeavour, if I 
can, to avoid both extremes. 

" Of the three rival translations, I think Dr Warton's ' 
the most faithfiil to the sense of the original, the least 
faulty, and, in general, though not always, the most 
poetical. 

" Dryden, in the usual licentjonsness of his transla- 
tions, while l>e frequently loads his original with his own 
supposed embellishments^ more frequently impairs the 
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tense hy^e oaaisaioo of material ideas. Thus in £o 
logue first, die beaotifi]] apostrophe^ 

" Fortmate tencr, hte, inter ftumina notd, 
" Eijmtet Kcrofj/ngHt aq>tabi$ epacumP 

is left ort altogether. Warton gives it f&ilbfnlly, 

" Happy old man ! here, midst the customed streams, 
" And ncred springs, you'll shun the scorching beams." 

Beattie, with more beauty of poetry, but less fidelity, as 
he omits the expressive repetition offortmiate tenex, 

*' You, by knomt streams and sacred fountains laid, 
" Shall taste the coolness of the sacred shade." 

" In the finest passage of the nune Eclogue, Dryden 
is extremely poor i 

" En vnqaam patriot /ongo poiC tempore _fi7itf, 
" Faapent et tuguri eeagatvm ce^Ue admen. 
** Pott al^uot, mea regiufvidenE, mirabor arittas ! 
" Impita hoc torn adta nocaha mila haheUt ? 
" Barbarw ha* ugeta f En qud discordia civet 
" Perduxit miserot! En jimJs consemTnvt agres!" 

" O must the wretched exiles ever mourn, 
** Nor after length of rolling years return ! 
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" Are we coodcnuwd, by Fate's unjust decree, 

" No more our houses and our bomeB to see ? 

" Or ahsii we mount again the rural throne, 

" And rule the coantry kingdom* alt our own? 

" Did we for these barbarians plant and sow i 

" On these, on these our happy fields bestow ? 

" Good heaven ! what dire effects from civil discord 

flow !" OftTDBN. 

Nor does Beattie's version of this passage deserve much 
praise: 

" Wheo U«ig, long yeus have tedious rt^d away, 

" Ah ! shall I yet at last, at last survey 

" My dear paternal lands, and dear abode, 

" Where once I Kigned in walls of humble add ! 

" These lands, these harvests must the soldier share ; 

" For rude barbarians lavii^ w« our care ! 

" How are our fields become the spoil of wars! 

" How are we ruined by intestine jara!" 

It is much better rendered by Wartoaj though elill 
with inferior beauty to the origioal; ■ . 

"Ah! shall I never once again behold, 
" When many a year in tedious ronnd has rolled, 
" My native seats i Ah ! ne'er with ravished thought 
" Gaze on my littie realm, and tnrf-boiU cot ? 



rat.:,S:,G00glc 



Sl6 AFPENDIK. 

" What ! must these rising crops barbarians share f , 
" These well-tilled fields become the spoils of war J 
" See, to what misery Discord drives the swain ! 
" See, for what lords we spread the teeming grain !* 

Ibid. ■ ; , ^ 

" Hie ilium vide Javenem, Sfc. 

" Pascite ut ante tumet, pueri" Sfc, 

*' There first the youth of heavenly birth I viewed, 
^ For whom our montbty victims are renewed ; 
" He heard my vows, and gracioosly decreed 
" My grounds to be restored, my former flocks to feed." 
B^TDEN. 

It is evident that a beanty is here lost, by the omission 
of the apostrophe in the close. 

" "Twas there these eyes the heaven-boni youth beheld, 
" For whom our altars monthly Incense yield ; 
•• My suit he even prevented, while he spoke, — , 
" Manure your ancieqt fann, and feed yoor former 
fiockr 

Beattie. 

This were well, bat for the omission of the coniteous 
appellative jmen, whicb is « characteristic sUoke. *' My 
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" suit he even prevented," is a very happy turn. Dr 
"Warton is more correct, but with less beauty of poetiy : 

" There I that youth beheld; for whom shall rise 
" Each year my votive incense to the skies; 
" Twas there this gracious answer blessed mine ears, — ■ 
" Swains, feed again your flocks, and yoke your steers !" 

" In the second Eclogue, 

" Jt mecum rauck, tua dam veOi^a bistro, 
" Sole sub ardenti resonant arbuata cicadtM," 

Drydea debases this passage of simple description by a, 
ludicrous conceits 

-" While, in tbe scorching sun, I trace in Twn 
" Thy flying footsteps o'er the burning plain, 
" The creaking locusts with my voice conspire ; 
" They fried with heat, and I with fieifce desire." 

JteYDBH. 

Warton injures it, by an absurd attempt to give it dig- 
nity : 

" Thee, while I follow o'er the burning plains, 
'' And join the shrill Ckada't plaintive strains." 

Waktom. 
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Beattie has SDCceeded without any effort by the justness 
of his taste : 

" Add all is still ; save where the buzzing sound ■ 
" Of chirping grashoppers is heard around : 
" While I, exposed to all the r^e of heat, 
" Wander the wilds in search of thy retreaC 

Beattik. 

" It required much judgment to avoid indelicacy of 
expression, and at the same time to convey the full 
sense, in some passages of the third Eclogue : as, 

" Parcius ista viris 

" ^oviamt €t tpu te" 4"c. 

Here Diyden is most offensive and disgvisting : Beattie 
is too [Jaia : Warton is more delicabe> and not les6 
faithful to the original. 

Ibid. 

** De grt^ non aunm gmapuan deponere tecum : 
" Eft miki juaaque domi pater, at iajtiUa noverca." 

Walton and Beattie saw nothing scurrilous in this pae- 
^ge ; but Dryden delighted to make it so : 

" Yon Iinow too well I feed my father's flock ; 
" WbaA can I wager from the common stock i 
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" A step-dame too I have, a coned she, 

" Who rules my hen-pecked nre, and orders mp." 



« Cotton, et qtdtjvit tdter" ijc, 

Warton has missed tbil liile stroke of rustic sintplicitj^ : 
Diyden and Beattie have both doae it justice. 

" The fourth Edogoe, VoRio, of a ditfercDt stnuo 
irom all the rest, is, in my opioioD, better tnoslated t>y 
Beattie than by either of his rival poetc. Dryden, whose 
genius could have doae the most ample justice to the 
nihjectj has iailed, in some initaoces, from a bad taste, 
bat in More from carelessness; He had a strange fancy 
fot giving variety to the heroic m«asiire by a sort of 
double Alexandrine : 

" — Majestic months set out with him to their appointo 

ed race — 
" — Another Argos land the cbie& upon Uie Iberiaa 

shore — 
" — ^And joyful ages from behind in crowding ranks 

appear" — 

This measvre is extremely harsh and nnrau^cal, and gives 
a burlesque tur, instead of dignity. 
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" llie beautifol passage in the close of this Eclogne, 

" Indpe, partx puer, risu cognoxere matrem ; 
" Matri longa decern tuUrunt fattidia meHsetf 

is thus debased : 

*" Begin, aas[>iaiouB boy, to cast about 

" Thy infant eyes, and with a sotile thy mother single 

out: 
" Thy mother well deserves that short delight, 
" The nauseous qualms of ten long months, and travel 

to requite." 

t^e critics, on this passage of the original, are divided 
in opinion, whether the rixua, or smile, is meant <rf Uie 
mother or of the child. Waiton applies it to the for- 
mer ; Dryden and Beattie to the latter ; and as the ex- 
pression in the original is ambiguous, the preference is 
merely a matter of taste : I think, for my own part, the 
latter senae gives a greater beauty to the picture, as well 
as more propriety to the assodated sentiments. 

'^ In the sixth Eclogue, the description of sleeping 
Silenia is better in Beattie's translation than in either of 
the others ; though not excellent iii any of them. Nona 
of the three translators have given the full sense of 

" ffatemo, ui KCpc solet, ii^alus laccho" 
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Dryden'a 
" Doz'd with his fbmei, aod heavy witii hJa load/" 

coDTcys but a small part of the .meaDiDg : The signifi- 
' cent parenthesis, " ul nepe aolet" is missed by them aU. 

" Iq Eclogue seventh, the pleasing apostrophe/ 

" Maxiotifontes et tonmo molUor Herta" Ifc 

'ii translated by Seattle with more beauty of poetry than . 
by either of his rivals : 

" Ye mossy fountains, warbliBg as ye ftoiry. 

" And softer than the slumbers ye bestow ; 

'* Ye grassy banka, ye trees with verdure crowned^ 

" Whose leaves a glimniering shade diffuse around ^ 

" Grant to my weary flocks a cool Tetreat, 

" And screen them from the summer's raging heat ! 

" For now the year in brightest gloty shines f 

" Now reddening clusters deck the bending vines." 

Beattib. 

It is pity that this fine passa^ should lose any thing of 
its merit from the mistaken sense in Ute last line. Gem- 
tn£ are the friufa of the vine, aad.notthe reifenwig cfi**- 
tertt " Jam vmit tatft torrida" does not imply that it 
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la novr tbe season of sammer, (which woald indeed de- 
mand chuten and not buds^) but that the sammer is ap- 
proaching. If it be objected, that the mention of tbe 
solstice in the preceding hne proves the season to be 
midsummer, tbe answer is, that tbe poet has here ooiti 
founded all the seasoDs: for in tbe next response of 
Tbyrsisy the time of winter is plainly marked^ 

" Htefocm et tada piagtiei, Ale phritma igim, tfc. 
" Sic ta^rnn Bona wromta^nlgfora;'* 

then in a moment we return to tpru^, 

" Omnia nunc rident" ^c. 

The characters of tbe season cannot therefore jnsti^ 
the substitution of cbattn for budi. 

" la the eighth Eclogue, 

" S(^ttbta in noitm panam te roxida mala, 
' " (Dux ego voter eram) vtdt cum matre U^ntem; 
" Aher ab undecimo turn me jam aeperat anma ; 
" Jam fn^lei poteram a terr& coatingere ramat : 
" Ut indi, ut peril, ut me malut abOu&t error f 

It was moat difficult to rival in any translation the sio* 
gular beauty of this original, and certainly impossible to 
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Exceed it. Beattie and Drydea are here much <hi a 
par ; neither of Hbem approaching to^ excellence, nor 
yet remarkably deficient : Warton is somewhat better : 

*' Once with your mother to our fields you came 
" For dewy apple»— thence I date my fiame. 
" The choicest fruit I pointed to your Tiew, 
" Though young, my raptured soul was fixed on you ! 
" The boughs I scarce could reach with littie arms, 
" But then, e?en then, could feel thy powerful charnu : 
" Oh, how I gazed in pleasant traiisport tost ! 
' " How glowed ray heart in sweet delusion lost!" 

A corresponding passage in the uiminta shews that Tasso, 
had be translated from Virj;il, could have equalled his 
original : 

" Essendo io fanctulUtto, a eke a pend 

" Gmngerpotea can la man pargoiUtta 

** A corre t fnUH dai jdegati rami 

" Da ^i arbosceHi, intrinseco diveimi 

" Dela pht vaga e cam verginelia 

" Cht mat ^gatu al vento elaoma^ora" Sic. ■ 

In pastoral poetry it is often difficult to attain simplicity, 
without deviating, on the one hand, into coarseness and 
vulgarity, or, on the other, into flatness and insipidity. 
The delicacy of Beattie's taste secured him against the. 
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former of these errors ; but it bas not preserved him 
from felling at times into the feeble and prosaic. 

" Eclogue ninth : 

" The unexpected day at last is comej 
" When a rude alien driyes ub from oar home i 
" Hence, hence, ye clowns, the usurper thus commvida, 
. " To me you mnst resign your ancient lands. 
" Thus, helpless and forlorn, we yield to fate; 
" And our rapacious lord to mitigate, 
, " This brace of kids a present I design j 
-" Wbicb load with curses, O ye Powers divine l"^ 

Bbattib. 

But yet this is better than the vulgar ribaldry of Dry- 
dea: ' 

" The time is cOnie I never diought to see, 
" (Strange revolution for my farm and me !) 
" When the grim captain, in a surly tone, 
" Cries out. Pack up, ye rascab, and begone ! 
" Kicked out^ we set the best face <m't we coold, 
" And these two kids, to appease his angry mood, 
" I bear, of which the Furies give him good." 

" It were easy, dear Sir, to carr^ this parallel to & 
much greater length : but enough has been said to an- 
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swer the end yoa wished. My opinion yoli may itifer 
to be this ; That of the three translations in question, 
Warton's is, omthe wholcj the most perfect; though he 
has occasionally been excelled in particular f^ssages by 
lioth the others: that Beattie's translation, though not 
equally correct, being in many instances flat and pro- ' 
saic, has, in the more remarkable and splendid passages, 
done most justice to the original : and that Dryden, 
with superior nattve genius to either of his rivals, has, 
from carelessness and a defect of taste, in a work which 
chiefly depended on taste, fallen below them both. There 
is certainly room for a better translation of the ' Pasto- 
rals of Virgil,' than an^ we have yet seen. But, when 
we consider the early age at which Beattie's Version 
must have been composed, and the great improvement 
of his poetic powers, evinced in his later composiUons, 
I think it is fair to conclude, that had he given to this 
translation such amendment as he was ci[Lpable of be- 
stowing) it would have been hazardous in any poet of 
the present day to have trodden the *san)e ground." 



Note [L,] p. 83. 

1 have said in the text, at the place referred to, that 
the ' Judgment of Paris' never was a popular poem, pro- 
bably owing to its being of too metaphysical a nature, 
and that it has therefore sunk Into oblivion ; so that I 
scarcely think it necessary to revive the memory of it, 

VOL. HI, p 
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by the ineertion here of the two letters dluded. to, and 
the iatroductoiy stanzas, notwithstaading their heauty 
of description ; as I find, in order to have done this with 
proper effect, and in the manner I £rst intended, I most 
have inserted no fewer than nine-and-twenty stanzas of 
the poem ; a greater proportion of it than the purpose 
seems to warrant. 



Note [M.] p. 89. 

I once thought of giving some farther account of 
Churchill, and of inserting the lines here, with the omis- 
sion only of the last couplet. But as Churchill is a 
name so well known to every reader of poetry in Bri- 
tain, I now think it unnecessary to swell this Appendix 
with any thing farther Hisa what is already said of him ; 
and as the lines relate to political circumstances, long 
ance Xmt of date, they majf also be dispensed with. 



Note [N.] p. 96. 

As an elegant biographical sketch of the life and 
' writings of Dr Blacklock, written by my friend Mr 
Henry Macken^e, and prefixed to a posthumous publi- 
cation of the Doctor's poems, is already in print, it may 
seem unnecessary, as well as a piece of great presump- 
tion in me, to say any thing here on the subject But 
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OS so BtroDg a frieadsliip subsisted between Dr Beattie 
and J}t Blacklockj who were in truth congenial spirits, 
I feel a desire to make this amiable and worthy man 
better known to such of my readers as may not have 
met with the pOBthumona publication of his poems, and 
Mr Mackenzie's biographical sketch. 



The Reverend Dr Thomas Blacklock, — a man very 
extraordinary at once for his talents as a poet and phi- 
losopher, for his acquired knowledge as a scholar, and 
bis virtues as a man and a Christian, — had the misfor- 
tune to lose his sight by the small-pox before he was six 
months old ; an age so early, as not to leave with him 
the slightest remembrance of his having ever possessed 
that blessing. Though his father was in no higher station 
than a bricklayer, he gave his son such acquainlanoe 
with books as he could, by reading, to amuse him; and 
his companions assisted in the task, by whose means he 
acquired some knowledge of Latin. At nineteen he 
lost his father; yet he was not left destitute of friends, 
whom Providence brought to his aid. Among others, 
Dr Stevenson, physician in Edinburgh, having acciden- 
tally learned his history, gave to his natural endowments 
the assistance of a' classical education in that university. 
His acquired knowledge of ancieut and modem lan- 
guages, and of various branches of science, was truly 
astonishing, not only as an instance of the strongest and 
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most retentive memory, but of the native powers of 
mind, applied to the most abstruse subjects, under cir- 
cumstances the most unpropUious. 

While at Edinburgh, he published a volume of 
poems, which attracted the notice of Mr Spence, pre- 
bendaty of Durham, who wrote an account of bis life 
and character, prefixed to an edition published after- 
wards in London by subscription. If the descriptions 
and imagery, which his poetry exhibits, be deemed the 
mere repetition of what he remembered to have heard 
concerning things of which he himself never could have 
had any knowledge, the reader will at the same time 
find in them the qualities of fancy, tenderness, and snb- 

'^ limity, the thoughts, as well as the elegance and vigour 
of expression, which characterise the genuine produc- 
tions of the poetical tal^t. One other praise, says his 
biographer, which the good will value, belongs to them 
in a high degree ; they breathe the purest spirit of piety, 

-virtue, and benevolence,* 

Ai)£r applying Booje time to the study of theology, 
he became a minister of the church of Scotiand, and is 
said to have excelled as a preacher. But the inhabi- 
tants of the parish in which he had been placed, hav- 
ing, through prejudice formed against him from his 
want of sight, made strong opposition to his settlement, 
he resigned the living, on receiving a small annuity, and 
returned to Edinburgh, where he ever after resided. 

* Mr Mackenzie's ' Life of Dr Blacklock,' prefixed to the 
puitlicatioB ol bis works. 
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Beside his poetical compositions, he published seve- 
ral works in piose, of a moral and religious tendency, 
which do him honour as a philosopher and a Cbrlslian, 
pdrticularly, ' Paraclesis, or. Consolations deduced Irom 
' Natural and Revealed Religion,' in two Dissertations : 
the first, supposed to be written by Cicero, and trans- 
lated by Dr Blackiock ; the other, original, by himself. 
In the * Encyclopaedia Britannica,' the article on the 
SUtid, written by him, is both curious and iustructive. 

To diose qualities of mind, whether native or acquir- 
ed, for which he was so remarkable, DrBlacklock added 
the utmost goodness of heart, aa well as gentleness of 
manner, but accompanied with the keenest sensibility. 
In his friendship he was warm to enthusiasm. Of this 
his correspondence with Dr Beattie affords a striking 
proof. Their spirits were congenial, and they loved 
each other with great affection. 

Dr Beattie's and Dr Blacklock's first intercourse seems 
to have arisen from a present, which Dr Blacklock bad 
sent him of his works, accompanied by a copy of verses ; 
to which Dr Beattie replied in a similar manner. It is 
an ethic epistle, and, in my opinion, of so much merit, 
that I am sorry Dr Beattie has left it out of the later 
editions of his poetical Works. 

His peculiar misfortune gave him a high relish for the 
pleasures of conversation. In the circle of his friends 
he seemed to forget the privation of sight, and the me- 
lancholy which at other times it produced; and he en- 
teied, with the cheerful playfulness of a young man, into. 
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all tbe sprightly narrative^ the sportM faocy, and the 
hum OUIOU9 jest, that lose around him. 
' Of music be was uncommonly fond ; as was ejctxemely 
natural for one who was blessed with a musical ear, and 
who found in it a greater sourqe of delight, from the 
want of other pleasures from which he was shot out by 
his blindness. He sung with taste ; and always carried 
in his pocket a small flageolet, on which he was by no 
means averse from being asked to perform, for the 
amusement of those with whom he happened to be ia 
company. 

With Dr Blacklock I had the happiness of being well 
acquainted ; and I look back with gratitude to hia me- 
mory, for the many instructiTe hours which I have en- 
joyed in hia company. 

The last act of Dr Beattie's friendship for Dr Blackr 
lock, was the composition of the following elegant and 
classical inscription, which is engraved on his mtmo^ 
ment at Edinburgh, where- he died the 7th July, 1791, 
in the seventieth year of hip ^ge. 
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Ptro recerendo 

THOM^ BLACKLOCK, D.D. 

Probo, Pio, Beneeolo, 

Omnigetid Doetrind enuiUo, 

Poeta subUmi; 

• Ab inctaiabvlis usque 

OcuUs capto, 

At hilari, /aceto, 

Amicuque sanper carisdmo; 

Qui Naivs sxi. Notemb. MDCCXXI. ' 

Obiit vii. JuUi MDCCXCI: 

Hoc Monumentum 

yidua ejus Sara Johnstoh 

Moerens P. 

Tn wift fuvff' ifi^vn, iiho VayaAst ti taucat <n, 
O^ai^LUf f*ii a^poi, hhiv ¥ Hunt ooiilif.* 

.* Od^ lit. viii. 63. Thni tramlaled b; Pope: 

" Deal to the Muse I wbo gave his days to flow 
" With migbt; blenliiga, mixed nith mighty woe : 
" Wltb cliHidi of darkneu qoenched his tUusI ray, 
" But save bim «kill to raiie the lofty Isj." 

PoFE'a Odysug, b. viii. 1. 5T. 
Thuisthe character applied to Demodocos, the prophet or bard at the 
court of the King of Fbnacia, aitd by whom Homer is Mipposed la have 
designed to represent hlnself^ 
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William Tytler^ Esq. of Woodhouselee,* the esteem- 
ed friend of D« Beattie } who, with the active duties of 
a laborious professioo, in which by bis skill and integri- 
ty he rose to eminence, combined a more than common 
store of classical learning, historical knowledge, and a 
singularly correct taste in the sister arts of poetiy, paintr 
ing, and music ; all of which he continued to cultivate 
and enjoy to the close of a long life. 

To his other studies, he had added those of metaphyr 
sics and moral philosophy ; by means of which he had 
early become acquainted with Dr Beattie, whom he 
loved and respected as an able champion of truth, and 
with whom he ever after continued to live on the foot- 
ing of the most intimate Jriendship: as he was also 
happy in possessing tJie esteem and regard of many of 
the most distinguished literary characters of the age, 
such as. Lord Monboddo, Lord K^mes, Dr John Gre- 
gory, Dr Reid, Principal Campbell, Dr Gerard, and 
many others. 

As an author, Mr Tytler was distinguished by his 
' Inquiiy, Historical and Critical, into the Evidence 
* against Maiy Queen of 3cots,' in opposition to Mr. 
Hume aud Dr Robertson, in which he warmly support- 
ed the cause of that ill-fated princess, and displayed an 

f Father of tbepietent Lord Woodlioiuelee. 
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Hucommon degree of acuteness in the examination of a 
question, whicb has been maintained on both sides with 
eonsummate ability. 

Mr Tytler also published several other works on his- 
torical and literaiy subjects, particulariy, ' The Poetical 
' iRemains of James the First, King of Scotland;' some 
part of which he had the merit of having rescued from 
the obUvion in which it had long lain buried in the 
Bodleian iJbrary. He has also restored to the same 
monarch, the popular ballad of ' Christ's Kirk on the 
' Green/ so much admired for its wit and humour; but 
which had been improperly ascribed to hia descendant^ 
King James the Fifth * 

■ Hr Tytler, in attributins this excellent and hamnurons compositioB 
to the elder James, rests mach of hb proof on the evidence at nhat ii 
called tbe * Bannatyne Manoicript Collection of Ancient Scottiah PoeioB,' 
in the Advocales' library at Edinburgh, and it unqueatloaably 1b b very 
strong one; yet he appears to me not to da all the Justice th&t he might 
to his own ailment. George Bannatyne, one of the canons of the cathe- 
dral church of Moray, mode that collection, as appears by its date, in the 
yeu-lSeS, only twenty-si I yean after tbe death of King James the Fifth, 
which happened in the year 154S, with whom therefore Bajuatyne may be 
reckoned to have been contemporary. Had the poem been composed by 
this last Prince, it must hare been a fact perfectly well known at that 
time) BO tbat it never could have been attribated f>y Bannatyne to the 
elder James, who had been dead upwards of an hundred years. 

^' The authority of a US. written more than a century after the death 
of Junes tbe First," says Lord Hailea, " proves nolhing." ' But if the 
supposition of Lord Hailes were true, that the poem is the work of James 
the Fifth, it would in tmih be a question, as to Bannatyne's authority, 
respecting a poem which in tliat case would be little more than twenty- 
six yean oldi and in regard to which, Baonatyoe could not well be misr 
taken; he ctnild never, therefore, have assigned the poem to King JaotfV 
the First. What I allude to when I say, that Mr Tytler does not appear 
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To the ' Poetical Remaina of James the First/ Mr 
Tytler has added a most ingenious ' Dissertation on the 
' Scottish Mufiic,' a subject of which he was peculiarly 
fond ; and to the poem of ' Chiist*e Kirk on the Green/ 
he has added a note, by which he has vindicated to his 
old and early friend, Allan Ramsay, the proper^ of the 
beautiful Scottish pastoral-comedy, ' The Gentie Shep- 
' herd ;' of whjch an attempt had been made, most un- 
justly, to deprive him, by the absm'd assertion, that it 
was only in part the composition of Kamsay. 

It appears from a letter in the text,* to have been Dr 
Beattie'a intention to have written the life of his friend, 
Mr Tytier ; and had hts health permitted him. to have 



to me to have done full jmticc to bu omiBi 
tioni the signatnre in BamMtyne as bearing the date of the elder Jama, 
Mr Tftler haa done il with k nomeml (I) merel}, intead of printing it « 
fall Id^h. Had Baanalyne so written it, there might have been ai^ 
posed some conftuion between tbe two inimerBJa (1) and (S), which la 
ancient MBS. ma,; often be miitalcen the one for the other; bat in tbe 
US. itself it Is plainly written try Bannatyne, ■' q''. Kiog James tbe fint," 
which Is Dot liable to any each mistake. Finkerton, thoogh be gives tliis 
poem to King James the Pint on other grounds, says, " I foand nothing 
" on the BannatyQe M8. wbicb gives the former (■ Christ's Kirk on the 
** Green') to James tbe First. For in the next piece' save one, it palpa- 
" biy puts yirit for fourth, or, by mistake, JiftA." (Ancient Scottish 
Poems, Vol. T. p. Ixiiii.) This o)»9erTation of Pinkerton'e, tiowerer, 
is not conclosiTe ; for any one who looks at the Bannatyoe MS. will per- 
ceiie, that the note on the maipa is written witb different ink from that 
used in writing the poem to which it refers, and not improbably by a dif- 
ferent hand. 

As a matter of some cariosity, I trust I shall be paa^oned for this dis- 
quisition respecting the real aulhM of (bis very Angular speeimea of s>- 
•^enl Scottish minstrelsy. 

• Vide supra, p. 13!. 
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«xecated such a task, we may be sure, that, like every 
literary work of his, it would have been highly interest^ 
ing. Yet it may be reasonably doubted, I think, 
whether it would have equalled in value the ' Account 
' of the life and Writings of Mr "lytler/ read before 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh by my friend Mr Henry 
Mackenzie, and published in the Transactions of the 
Society, Vol. IV. Appendix, p. 17. In that biographical 
sketch, Mr Mackenzie has given a most interesting and 
animated portrait of MrTytler; to the truth of every 
word of which I can myself completely bear witness, as 
I was honoured during many years with his intimate 
friendship ; and it is not without the strongest emotions, 
that I can now review, in Mr Mackenzie's sketch, the 
character of my much-respected friend, which he has 
there so Justly depicted. Nor am I less pleased with the 
opportunity of paying this tnbute of gratitude to th« 
memoiy of one, with whom I have spent many an in- 
structive, as well as many a happy convivial hour. 

Mr Tytter was born at Edinburgh, 12th October, 
1711, and died 12th September, 1792. 



Note [P.] p. 153. 

The account of Ross of Lochlee, author of the ' For- 
f tunate Shepherdess,' and other poems in the broEid 
Scotch dialect, given in this letter of Ih: Beattie's t» 
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Dr Blscklock, is not only carious^ as cootaiaing tlie 
account of a native and self-taaght poet, but as a proof 
of the innate goodness of Dr Beattie^s heart, who, in 
order to serve this poor man, not only wrote and pub- 
lished in the newspaper of Aberdeen a recommeudatoiy 
letter in prose, but addressed a copy of verses to Mr 
Ross, in the same dialect ; the first and only time Dr 
Beattie ever attempted to write in that manner. I had 
once thoughts of inserting the verses here, as a literaiy 
cniiosi^; but considering, that the dialect in which 
they are written must be completely unioteUigible to 
every native of England, I laid aside the intention. In 
justice to Dr Beattie, I may be allowed to add, however, 
tJiat the verses are far from being destitute of merit in 
their way, and show the versatility of Dr Beattie's ge- 
nius. .The ninUi stanza, in particular, contains a picture 
of a pastoral scene, so beautiful, and drawn so exactly 
after nature, Uiat I am persoaded no native of Scotland, 
possessed of any taste, can read it without singular de- 
light. I have ventured to insert it in the note.* 



• O Ijonny are onr grecDsward how9,t 
Wbere tbrougb the birkif the bnmy^ ro»«,1 
And the bee banii,|| and the ox lows, 

And safi + + winda rustle, 
- ADd Bhep herd- tads on aonny knowa,^} 

Blaw^^ the blythe wbiatle. 

i Greea hoUowt. t Birch-treee. ^ Brook. , 1 

IHuaiB. ttSoft, +t Knolls. ( 
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Note tQ.] p. 182. 



Dr Hawkesworth was first known as a literary charao 
ter by the publication of the ' Adventurer/ a periodical 
paper begun in the year 1752, and continued to 1754; 
than which none since the days of the ' Spectatoi' is 
better entitled to high commendation. With less of 
stiffiiess and formality than the ' Rambler' and ' Idler' 
of Johnson, and more of real instruction than the 

• World' or ' Connoisseur,' the chief periodical papers 
of our own times of ascertained merit, the ' Adventurer' 
seems to combine the peculiar merits of tiiem all ; so 
that t do not know, if, since the days of Addison and 
Steele, who had the 'merit of introdacing into the circle 
of literature that popular and excellent form of compo- 
sition, a work of higher value of that nature has ap- 
peared than the ' Adventurer.' 

Dr Hawkesworlb's next publication was ' Almorati 
' and Hamet,' a very beautiful Oriental tale. He then 
published a translation of tbe Archbishop of Cambray's 
celebrated epic poem, the ' Adventures of Teleraachus,' 
in elegant prose. His last work was, ' An Account of 

* the Voyages undertaken by the order of his present 
' Majesty, for making Discoveries in the Sontbem He- 
' misphere :' a publication, which, though it produced 
to Dr Hawkesworth a large sum of money,* added little 

■ It U eaid, no less tb&n six tboiuaiid poundi. 
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to his fame as an author, or to his reputation as a mo- 
ralist. In the preface to that puhlicadon, are some very 
vagiie and ill-digested ideas respecting the doctrine of a 
particular Providence; and some parts of his narrative 
respecting the manners and customs of the natives of 
Otaheite, if too strongly verified to admit of any doubt 
as to the truth of the story, had better, for the credit of 
human nature, and the good of society, have remained 
unpublished to the world. 

Dr Hawkesworth lived at Bromley, in Kent, where I 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance, and died l6th No- 
vember, 1783, 'aged fifty-eight. The following beautiful 
quotation from the concluding paper of the ' Adventu- 
rer,' closes the inscription on his monument in Bromley 
church : " The hour is hasting, in vrtuch whatever pnuse 
" or censure I have acquired will be remembered with 
" equal indifference. Time, who is impatient to date 
" my last paper, will shortly moulder the band which is 
" now writing it in the dust, and still the breast that now 
^ throbs at the reflection. - But let not this be read as 
" something that relates only to another ; for a few 
''years only can divide the eye that is now reading/ 
" from the hand that has written." 



Note [R.] p. 194. 

Major Mercer was the son of a private gentleman ut 
Aberdeenshire, who, having joined th^ Highland army 
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in the year 1745, retired to France after the battle of 
Colloden, where he resided till hia death. Hia son re- 
ceived his educadoa at the Marischal CoUege, Aber- 
deen, and afterwards went to reside with his father at 
P&ris. Iliere he spent his time in elegant society, and 
devoted his leisure hours to the cultivation of letters. 
Thus be acquired those polii^ied maimetB, and that taste 
for study, by which he was ever &itei so highly distin- 
guished. He possessed, too, a very high degree of 
elegant and chastised wit and humour, which made his 
company to be universally sought after by those who 
had th^ happiness of his friendship or acquaintance. 

On the death of his father he returned to Scotland, 
and soon afterwards entered into the army; at the com- 
meocemeut of the Seven Years War; during the greatest 
part of which he served in Germany under Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunswick, and was in one of the six British 
regiments of infantry, that gained such reputation for 
their gallantry at the memorable battle of Minden. 

The regiment in which he afterwards served being 
reduced at the Peace of Paris, he returned to Aberdeen, 
where he married Miss Katherine Douglas, sister to I<ord 
Glenbervie, a beaulifid and accomphshed woman, with 
whom he lived many years in much happiness. 

In order to fill up the vacant hours of his then un- 
employed situation, h^ devoted his time chiefly to books, 
and in particular recommenced the study of the Greek 
luiguage, (of which he had acquired the rudiments under 
the learned Dr Blackwell at Marischal College,) with 
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such assiduity, that Di BeatUe, m another letter, says, 
he doubted whetherthere were in ScoUaod at that time 
six gendemen who knew Greek so well as Major Mer- 
cer. Then it was, that by attention to the purest mo- 
dels of antiquity, he corrected that parti^dity for French 
' literature, which he had strongly imbibed by his early 
habits of study at Paris. 

- Not long afler, he again entered into the army, in 
which be continued to serve till about the year 1772, 
when he had arrived at the rank of Major. But he then 
quitted the profession, and only resumed a military cha' 
racter, when he held a commission in a regiment of 
Fencibles during the American war. On the return of 
peace he retired with his family to Aberdeen, where he 
continued chiefly to reside during the rest of his life. 

An acquaintance had first taken place between him 
and Dr Beattie, on his return to Aberdeen, after the 
Seven Years War; and as their taste in books, and their 
favourite studies were in some respects entirely similar^ ' 
a lasting friendship ensued, which proved to both a 
source of the highest enjoyment. 

Major Mercer's acquaintance with books, especially 
of poetry and belies lettres, both ancient and modem, . 
was not only uncommonly extensive, but he himself pos- 
sessed a rich and genuine poetical vein^ that led him, 
for -bis own amusement solely, to the composition of 
some highly finished lyric pieces. These he carefiiDy 
concealed, however, from the knowledge of even almost 
all his most intimate friends ; and it vras with much dif- 
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ficulty that bis brother-ln-iawj Lord Gleobervie, at IcDgth 
could prevail on him to permit a small collection to be 
printed, first anonymously, afterwards with his name. 
En perusing these beautiful poems, the reader, T think, 
will find they possess much original genius, and display 
a taste formed on the best classic writers of Greece and 
Kome, whose spirit their author had completely im- 
bibed, especially of Horace, whq seem^ to have been - 
the model whom he had proposed to himself for his 
' imitation. 

A fevr years ago. Major Mercer bad the misfortune to 
lose bis wife, after a long coui'se of severe indisposition, 
during which he bad attended her with the most an- 
xious assiduity. Of that misfortune, indeed, he may be 
said never to have got the better ; and he survived her 
little more than two years. . That circumstance gave 
occasion to some elegant lines which Mr Hayley ad- 
dressed to- Lord Glenbervie, soon after Major Mercer's 
death.* He bad long been in a very valetudinary, ner- 

• EPITAPH FOR MAJOR MERCER. 
, Around this gra-ve, ;e type^ of merit spread ! 

Here Mercer shares (he Sabbath of the dead : 
Ye laurels, here, with double lustre, blDOm, 
To deck a saldier'e and a poet's tomb 1 
Gracefully pleasing in each manly part t 
Hi« versM, like hb virtaea, via the heart. 
Gratefol for wedded bliis, (for years his pride !) 
He lost it, and, by fond affliction, died. 
Here, Sculpture ! Ei thy emblematic dove, 
To grace the martyr of coonubial love .' 
Hail, yeJoBt pair I in blest re- do ion rise < 
Revered on earth I renarded in the akict i 
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vous state> till at last his constitation entirely failed, and 
he expired, withoDt a struggle or a pang, in Uie Beventj- 
fiiBt year of his age. 

Besides possessiog no ordinary share of knowledge 
both of books and men, (for, in the course of his diili- 
tary life e^ecially, he had lived much in society of va- 
rious sorts,) and being one of the pleasaotest companions 
I ever knew. Major Mercer was a man of much pie^, 
strict in the observance of all the ordinances of religion, 
and of high honour in every transaction of life. 

Being my relation, although somewhat older, he was 
one of the earliest companions of my playful hours ; and 
we continued through life the steadiest ftiends and most 
constant correspondents. It is, therefore, with a melan- 
choly yet pleasing satisfaction, that I look back on that 
intercourse of friendship, which subsisted between ns 
during more than half a century, without interruption, 
and nithout decay. 

Major Mercer was born 27th February, 1734, and died 
18th November, 1804. 



Note [S.] p. 197. 

The reader will be pleased to excuse an inaccuracy m 
the reference here. 
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Note [T.3 p. «61. 



The following words which are printed in Italics, aie 
those on which Mr Gray had made remarksj together 
with die changes made by Dr Beattie, which are printed 
in the second column in Roman characters : 



Stanza 2. Obstreperout, is retained. 

3. Bending, is retained. 

4. Pengions, Sec. 



vu, 8cc. 'J , 
er,&c. V 

'e heart, &c. } 



These three excellently 



' 5. Flaitter, i- , , 

- -^ . . I altered. 

?• Au^, itytu of harmomf, 8cc. No change made. 
e, 9> 10, 11. All preserved entire. 

IS. B/atU}Ung, changed to rontng. 

17< Simple, changed to kamhle. 

18. Mad, is retained. 

23, to 39. How they had been originally altered 
by Mr Gray's advice, does not appear. 

34. The alliteration is preserved. 

36, 37, 38.* Remain unaltered. On this part 
of the poem Mr Gray is perfectly just in 
saying, that it has been remarked by others 
as well as by him, that the author indulges 
a little too much in dacnption and T^ec~ 
tion. 

• stanza 3S. Thii allndCB to a singolar bat deep-rooted avenion, 
wblcb Yfc Beattle all hii life eriuced for tbe crowli^ of a cock. 
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Stanza 42. All preserved. 

46. Infuriate, is preserved. 

52. Me^um, incongruma, &c. are retfuned. 

54. Not altered. 

56. Vernal, changed to aaharmal. 

6S. In the first edition, it was dedicated to a male 
friend^ although the uame be left blank.* 
In the second, it is inscribed to Mrs Mon- 
tagu. . 



Note [U.] p. 285, 

The Epitaph, here alluded to, is that, I belieVe, first 
printed in the edition of his poems in the year 1777, 
with the title, 

BEING PAET or AN INSCRIPTION FOB A MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED 
BY A GENTLEMAN TO THE MEMORY OF HIS LADT, 

uid beginning, ' 

" Farewell, my best beloved ! whose heavenly mind, 
" Genius witJi virtue, strength- wltli soilness joined." 

It was written at the request of his dear and intimate 
friend, Dr John Gregory, for his wife, the Honourable 

' • MrArbalbDot. 
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Mrs Elizabeth Forbes, daughter of William, Lord For- 
' bes, a very amiable and most accomplished woman, 
who died at Aberdeen 27th September, 1761 ; and has 
been published in all the subsequent editions of Dr Beat- 
tie's poems. I may add, that I perceive, by some of the 
letters interchanged between them at the time, that this 
inscription is mentioned by Dr Gregory with much ap- 
probation. 



Note [X.] p. 285. 

The gentleman to whom Dr Beattie was indebted for 
this hiasical curiosity, was Archibald Menzies, Esq. of 
Culdares, in Perthshire, North Britain, and one of the 
Commissioners of his Majesty's Customs for Scotland, 
who had made a tour among the Gr^ek islands in the 
Levant, and, being fond of music, had brought home 
with him this composition as a curiosity ; but of the an- 
tiquity and authenticity of which Dr Beattie seems to 
have entertained great doubts ; which, to be sure, tend 
mucii to diminish its value. 

I have seen another copy of this tune, which was 
given by the same gentleman, Mr Menzies, to Lord 
Monboddo; whose love for every thing that was Greek, 
is well known. On the back of Lord Monboddo's copy 
is the following memorandum ; " A tune, to which the 
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" Greeks at present dancei called Homefco. It imitate* 
" the winding of a labyrinth ; and is tinpposed to be 
" that which Theseug) brought from Crete to Greece^ 
" when he returned with Ariadne. It is motioned bj 
*' Homer in the shield, as having been taught Ariadne 
" by DsdaluB. Flatarch also speaks of it in the life of 
" Theseus, and Eustathius in his Commentaiy upoa Ho- 
" mer. It is danced upon all solemn occasions ; and the 
" person who feads the dance, carries a handkerchief in 
" his hand, representing the signal which Theseus was 
" to make if he returned victorious. It begins very slow, 
" increasing still in quickness, and then gradually sink- 
" ing into a slow movement, as at the beginsing." 



Note [Y.] Vol. II. p. 136. 

The pubUcation of the ' Essay on Tfflth' forms so 
distinguished an xm, not only in the life of Dr Beattie, 
bat eren in the literary history of bis country, that I 
feel it as a duty to offer to those of my younger readers, 
who may not yet be acquainted with the work, a short 
abstract of its co'ntents : and I should be proud to think, 
that I could in any way contribute to the disseminatitm 
of a work, which was designed by its author for the 
young, and which never can be studied by them without 
great moral and intellectual improvement. 
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The * Essay on TruUi' ia divided by the author into 
three great parts, or subjects of ioquiry. 

Ia the first part, it is his object, " To trace die several' 
" kinds of evidence and reasoning up to tbeir first prin- 
" ciples, with a view to ascertain the standard of tmtb, 
" and explain its immntability." 

The object of the second part, is to show, " That bis 
" sentimeDts on this head, however incoosistent witJi 
" the genius of scepticism, and with the practice and 
" principles of sceptical writers, are yet perfectly con- 
" sisteDt with the genius of true philosophy, and with 
" the practice aad principles of those, whom alt acknow- 
. '* ledge to have been the most successful in the investiga- 
" tioQ of truth :" and *' that there are rules, by which the 
" more important iallacies of the sceptical philosophy 
"may be detected by. every person of common sense, 
" even though he should not possess acuteness or meta- 
" physical knowledge sufficient to qualify him for a lo- 
" gical confutation of them." 

The object of the third part is, " To answer some objec- 
" tions which he anticipates, and to make some farther 
" remarks by way of estimate of scepticism and scepti- 
*' cal writers." 

According to this division, the first part consists of 
two chapters. In the first of these, Dr Beattie investi- 
gates " the perception of truth in general." He t>egins 
by shewing, that belief is a simple act of the mind, 
which admits of po definition or description in words; 
and that truth ia that which the constitution of our na- 
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ture determines us to believe, and falsehood that which 
the constitution of our nature determines us to disbelieve. 
Truth, however, is of two kinds, or is perceived by two 
different faculties ; that which we perceive by the inter- 
vention or in consequence of a proof, and that which we 
perceive immediately, and /rom the original laws of our 
.constitution. The faculty by which we perceive truths 
of the first kind, is Remoti, or " that faculty which ena- 
" bles us, from relations or ideas that are known, to in- 
" vestigate such as are unknown, and without which we 
" never could proceed in the discovery of truth a single 
" step beyond first principles, or intuitive axioms." To 
tJiat faculty, on the other hand, by which we perceive 
truths of the second kind, or self-evident truths, he as- 
signs the name of Common Sense, and he employs this 
term to denote " tliat power of the mind which perceives 
" truth or commands- belief, not by progressive argu- 
" mentation, but by an instantaneous, instinctive, and 
" irresistible impulse, derived neither from education 
" nor from habit, but from nature." As it acts indepen- 
dently of our will, whenever its object is presented, ac- 
cording to an established law of the mind, he considers 
it to be properly a sense :' and as it acts in a similar man- 
ner upon all mankind, when in fair and natural circum- 
stances, he considers it as properly called common sense. 

From this exposition of his principles, Dr Beattie 
proceeds, in the second chapter, to show, " That all rea- 
" Boning, in fact, terminates in first principles ; »id that 
" all evidence is ultimately intuitive, or perceived by 
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" that power of mind which he distinguishes by the 
" luime of Common Seme" To substantiate this funda- 
mental principle of his doctrine, he enters into a long 
and luminous illustration of its truth, from the general 
experience of mankind in the various species of evi- 
dence. He considers, in separate articles, the nature of 
that evidence which takes place in mathematical science ; 
the evidence .of out external senses, of consciousness, ' 
and of memory ; the evidence which governs our rea- 
soning from the effect to tlie cause ; the evidence which 
takes place in probable and in analogical reasoning ; and, 
finally, that species of evidence which determines our 
belief in human testimony. And from this wide and 
comprehensive induction, he arrives at last at the follow- 
ing conclusions : " That unless we believe many things 
" without proof, we never can believe any thing at all : 
" that all sound reasoning must ultimately rest on the 
" principles of common tense, that is, on principles intui- 
" tively certain, or intuitively piobable : and, conse- 
" quentJy, that common sense is the ultimate judge of 
" truth, to which reason must continually act in subor- 
" dinailon.'' 

II. Having thus ascertained the existence of certain 
ultimate truths, which are perceived by an appropriate 
faculty of the human mind, and. upon which it thus ap- 
pears that all reasoning, in fact, is founded, Dr BeatUe 
goes on, in the second part of his work, to establish these 
conclusions^ by the actual experience of all legitimate 
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philoepphy, «nd by the practice of all thoie who bare 
been the most succeasful in tiie investigation of trnth. 
For this purpose, he exemplifies his doctrines by the in- 
stances of mathematical and physical science, in which 
it IB universally acknowledged, ttiat the greatest advan- 
ces of human discovery have been jnade. He shews, 
that in the former of these sciences, all reasoning rests 
upon intuitive evidence, and in the latter, upon Uie evi- 
dence of sense ; and that if the mathematician or natu- 
ral philosopher bad deserted these grounds of their rea» 
soning, or doubted of the evidence they convey, their 
several sciences must have stopped in the threshold, 
and degenerated into verbal and Unproductive contro 
versy. It is from this satisfactory illustration, that Dr 
Beattie goes on, with great advantage, to the anaiysis of 
that sceptical philosophy, which it was the great end of 
bis labours to combat. For this end, he enters, in the 
second chapter, into an historical accou&t of the pro- 
gress of this philosophy in modern times, from its first 
appearance in the works of Des Cartes, to its final com- 
pletion in the writings of Mr Hume. He shews, that its 
principles are directly the reverse of those which have 
governed the iovestigationB of the mathematician and 
the natural philosopher; that it substitutes the evidence 
of reasoning for that of common sense': that its essence 
consists in the rejection of all those ultimate truths, up- 
on the admission of which the certainty of all oUier 
sciences is founded ; and that it terminates in conclu- 
sions, which contradict all the most genuine and univer- 
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sal principles of liaman belief. To illustnte the osture of 
thisaceptJcaJ system still farther,he selects tworemarkable 
esfunpleaof the doctrines of the sceptical philosophy, KQd 
of the mode of reasoning by which they are supported, 
viz. the doctrines of the non-existence of matter, and i^tht 
necemhf of human actions. And from the anaiysb of 
these reasoQings, he shews, that, ia common with all itie 
reasonings of this philosophical system, they are mark- 
ed by these peculiar characterigtics : " That the ,doc- 
*' trines they are intended to establish, are contradictory 
" to the general belief of all men in all ages : that 
" though enforced and supported with singular subtilty, 
" and thoagh admitted by some professed philosophers, 
" they do not produce that conviction which sound re^ 
*' soniug never fails to produce in the intelligent mind : 
" and, lastly, that really to believe, and to act from a 
" real belief, of sncb doctrines and reasonings, must be 
" attended with fatal consequences to science, to virtue, 
" to human socie^, and to all the important interests of 
" mankind." 

III. In the Uiird part, under the appearance of an- 
swering the objections which he anticipates, Dr Beattie 
pursues, with great force, his argument, against that sys- 
tem of sceptical philosophy which he had before ana- 
lysed. 

In the first chapter, in replying to the objection, 
" That his system tends to discourage freedom of inqni- 
" ly, and to encoerage implicit faith;" he distinguishes 
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between tbat implicit faitb, which consists io acquies- 
cence with the doctrines of men, and that which consists 
in acquiescence with the fundamental laws of intellectual 
and moral belief; and shews, that as the last is the foun- 
dation of all legitimate philosophy, it is that also which 
alone his doctrine encowages and promotes. 

To a second objection, " That his system of philoso- 
" phy is not strictly according to logic, or some of the 
" established lawsof iJiat science," be replies, by admit- 
ting the objection ; but by distinguishing between that 
technical logic which lias obtained in the schools, and 
that rational logic which is founded on the knowledge 
of the faculties of man, and the established laws of his 
constitution. With the last of these, he shews, that his 
system is entirety consistent, and that it agrees in its 
principles with that enlightened system of investigation 
which ^Bs recommended by Lord Bacon: and in tiie 
illustration of this important subject, he enters, in the 
second chapter, into a long and ingenious disquisition, 
to shew, that the logic of the schoolmen was the legiti- 
mate parent of the modem system of scepticism ; that 
the principles of both are to donbt of every thing,and to 
consider every thing as a subject of dispute; that the inves- 
tigations in both are chiefly supported either by the il- 
hision of words, or the evidence of a narrow and partial 
induction ; and that they both lead to conclusions con- 
trary either to experience, or to truths of the most indis- 
putable aut)iority> 

In the concluding chapter, in answer to the objection. 
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" That he has represented the consequences of meta- 
" phy^cal error as more fatal than they are found to be 
" in fact," Dr Beattie enters into a warm and eloquent 
display of the reality of these consequeDces. He shews« 
that the system which he has combated, is hostile equal- 
ly to the moral and the intellectual character of man ] 
that it establishes a method of reasoning, sufficient to 
overturn every truth upon which his virtue or his piety 
is rested ; and that no man can adopt it without losing 
all the convictions which can render human life either 
honourable or happy. 

As the doctrines and ladguage of the ' Essay on 
Truth' have met with some opposition by later writers, 
particularly by Dr Priestley and his followers, I had 
hoped to gratify my readers with some observations on 
that subject by my friend Mr Professor Stewart, who 
supports the great doctrines of Dr Reid and Dr Beattie, 
in the chair of moral philosophy in this university, with 
a force of reasonings and a dignity of eloquence, altoge- 
ther bis own. But in this hope I have been disappoint- 
ed, by some unavoidable interruptions to which Mr 
Stewart has been exposed, that have put it out of his 
power to fulfil his intention. I should the more have 
lamented this misfortune, did I not trust tliat he may 
hereafter give those observations a place in some of his 
own compositions. 

Mr Stewart's observations were to be communicated 
to me in a letter, of which he bad only been able to 
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prepare the roagh draught : bat the account of Dr Beat- 
tie's mode of writing on philosophical subjects, and the 
eloquent eucomiam with which he meant to wind up 
the whole, are so truly characteristic of my deceased 
friend, that I cannot resist the desite of inserting them 
here. 

"*•*** In a work professedly polemical," says Mr 
Stewart, " it was impossible for the author to aim at 
unity or at elegance of design j but what was really 
practicable, he appears to me to have executed with an 
uncommon degree of skill and judgment ; arranging his 
materials in a distinct and luminous order, and leading 
, the attention agreeably from one part of his argument 
to another, by those happy transitions, which form one 
of the chief secrets in the art of composition; — above 
all, enlivening and adorning his important subject, (so 
■unattractive in itself to the generality of readers,) by a 
power of varied and happy illustration, peculiarly cha- 
racteristical of his own genius. • • * • • 

" These critical remarks on the ' Essay on Tmth/ I 
must request yon to obserte," says Mr Stewart, " do not 
in the least vSect the essential merits of that very valu- 
able performance; and I have stated them with the 
greater freedom, because your late excellent fnend pos- 
sessed so many other unquestionable claims to high dis- 
tinction — as a nioralist, as a critic^ as a grammarian, as 
a pure and classical writer, aod, above all, as the author 
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of Tke Mmtrel. la any one of the different paths to 
which his am})itioD has led him, it would not |>erhaps be 
difficult to name smne of bis contempoiaries by whom 
he has been surpassed ; but where is the individual to be 
ftWod, who has aspired with greater success to an equal 
▼ariety of literary honours ? 

" I am happy to thiak> that the moral effect of his 
works is likely to be so powerfully increased by the Me- 
moirs of his exemplary life, which you are preparing for 
the press ; while the respect which die public already 
entertains for his genius and talents, cannot fait to be 
blended with oUier sentiments still more flattering to 
his memory, when it is known with what fortitude and 
resignation he submitted to a aeries of tiials, far exceed- 
ing those which fall to the cpmmon lot of humanity; 
and that the most vigorous exertions of his mind were 
made, under the continued pressure of the severest do- 
mestic affliction, which a heart like his could be doom- 
ed to suffer. 

«»#»«• I regret the extravagant length to which 
this letter has insensibly extended ; but I have no time - 
to attempt an abridgment of its contents. I hope, how- 
ever, (if you think any part of it worth a place in your 
Appendix,) that you may consider yourself as at perfect 
liberty to make whatever retrenchments may appear to 
you to be proper ; marking with asterisks the place of 
any paragraph you may be pleased to omit, in order to 
account for. the want of connection," &c. Stc. 

To Sib Wii.liah Fokbbs, Bart. 
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Dr BeaUie's philosophical writings rafty be properly 
divided into two classes, Moral and Critical. Bat thae 
ore so iatimately blended in his works, as materially to 
support each other ; and he loses no proper opportunity, 
even on subjects that seem least to promise him the 
means of enforcing moral truths, to impress upon the 
minds of bis readers, such views of human nature as tend 
to ennoble the understanding, and improve the heart. 

Besides his great work, his ' Essay on Truth,' that to 
which he owed the first dawn and subsequent advance- 
ment of his reputation as a moral philosopher, there still 
remains to be given, however, some account of hi^ other 
Essays. I shall endeavour to do this as briefly as possi- 
ble, and in such a manner, as that the reader, before he 
begins the perusal, may have some idea of what sort 
of instruction, or enlertainment, he is likely to meet 
with. 

In his first Essay, Dr Beattie has given some analysis 
of the sister arts of poetry and music, with a view to 
discover how they affect the mind. He was led, he 
says, to this dissertation, by having heard it urged, that 
taste is capricious, and criticism variable ; and that the 
. rules of Aristotle, being founded on th^ practice of So- 
phocles and Homer, ought not to be applied to poems 
of other ages and nations. He admits the plea, he says, 
as far as those rules are local and temporary; but as- 
serts, that many of them, being founded in nature, are in- 
dispensible, and not to be violated without impropriety. 
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Notvithstaoduig its apparent licenUoasneas, he main* . 
tains, that true poetry is a thing perfectly rational and 
regular; apd that nothing can be more strictly philoso- 
phical than thai part of criticism may, and ought to be, 
which unfolds the general characters by which it is dis- 
tinguished hotn other kinds of composiUon. 

In the commencement of this Essay, Dr Beattie exa- 
mines a qoestion which has been a good deal agitated 
among the critics. What is thfe end of poetry ; whether 
to ^ve pleasure, or. to convey instruction ? and. he de- 
cides in favour of the iirsL To instruct, he sa3rs, is an 
end common to all good writing. If the historian and 
philosopher . accomplish this, they will be allowed to 
have acquitted themselves well : but the poet must do a 
great deal for the sake of pleasure only ; and if he fail 
to please, he may deserve praise on other accounts, but 
as a poet he has done nothing. Having occasion, in the 
course of this disquisition, io mention Dryden, be deh- 
vers his opinion of that great genius; gives.a character 
of his writings at considerable length, and draws a veiy 
masterly comparison between him and* Pope. 

In his second chapter, speaking of the standard. of 
poetical invention, he takes occasion to introduce an 
animated and beaatiful eulogium on the advantages and 
pleasure to be derived from the study and contemplation 
of the.works of nature ;. a theme on which he delighted 
much to expatiate. In this disquisition, he introduces 
a character of Swift and some . of his writings, particu- 
larly his Gumver's Travds, the latter part of which he 
VOL. III. a 
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severely reprobates. la bis next chapter, be shows, that 
poetry exhibits a state of nature somewhat different 
from the reality of things ; aod this he illustrates by a 
variety of observations drawn irom contemplating the 
human cbaracter. In the prosecution of this subjectj 
be takes occasion to enter into some examination of the 
divine poems of Homer, Virgil, and Milton, and of the 
, merit of the characters found in each. 

Connected with the subject of poetry, Sr Bealtie 
next introduces into' this Essay, remarks on music, as it 
aflfects the mind : and here he first examines the ques- 
tion. Whether mnsic be an imitative art i which he re- 
solves in the negative. This he iUustrates by a variety 
of the happiest observations, drawn from the nature of 
the human mind, as well as the practice of the best mas- 
ters,- both in music and poetjry. 

In his following section he enquires, How the plea- 
sures we derive from music are to be accounted forP 
He is well aware, he says, of the difficulty of this ques- 
tion; he therefore promises nothing more than a few 
cursory remarks. Yet into these remarks be has con- 
trived to introduce a variety of reflections, founded in 
sound smse, in true philosophy, a love of virtue, and 
consummate knowledge of human nature. 

Hen follows B section on the peculiarities of national 
music ; ini the course of which he particularly examines 
the two very differ^it species of music peculiar to the 
Highlands and soutiiem parts of Scotland; and shows 
how they naturally accord with the face of the countoy 
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in those op^tdeite rcgicnu. This lectaoi) will be perused 
witb inteveat by eveiy natjve of SGOtW>d. It is here 
that he hvt iatroduced a diaqnisitioD on the Second Sight} 
v^uobheJoBtly treats^aA avisioaaiy^tho\igh popular^ be- 
lief IB the H^lands of Scotland. 

In the secqod part uf thu Es$ayj he treats, at consi- 
derable length, of Poetical Lanffuige, and introduces 
many iugenioue, instructive, and pleasing elucidations, 
' of epic, draujatic, and other species of poetry ; and all 
this he illustrates by a variety of apposite examples Iront 
tbe most esteemed poems, both of ancient and modem 
times. Towards Uie close of t^is flssay, he enters, at 
oonsidefable length, into an examination of the struc- 
tare of verse. But for all this the reader must consult 
the £s3ay itself, which will aUbrd him a high gratificar - 
tion. 

Every reader of anj taste will be stnic]( witb the obser- 
vation, that, in this Essay on Foeby and IVfusLc, the lan- 
guage is more ornamented than in any otheripart of his 
philosophical worlds. I have elsewhere remarked, that 
although the characteristic qualities of Dr Beattie's 
s^le are perspicuity, simpliciQr, aad elegance, it is far 
fi-on being destitute of subUnuty. Of that assertion, I 
havft drawn mwt of my proofs fropn this very Bssay. • 
And' here it is dHri^uit po remark, the manner in which 
our pbilosppblOtd po^t. haf ex^essed the same seqtimeot 
in elegant and pathetic prose^ and in chaste and barmo- 

• Vhteropnip. ITS. 
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nious verse. " It is strange," he says, " to observe the 
" callousness of some men, before whom all the glories 
" o{ beaven and earth pass in daily sDccession, without 
" touching their hearts, elevating their fancy, or leaving 
" any durable remembrance. Even of those who pre- 
" lead to sensibihty, how many are there, to whom the 
" lustre of the rising or setting sun ; the sparkling con- 
," cave of the midnight sky ; the mountain forest tossing 
". and roaring to the storm, oi warbling with all the me- 
" lodies of a summer-evening ; the sweet interchange 
" of hill and dale, shade and sun-shine, grove, lawn, and 
" water, which an extensive landscape offers to the 
" view ; the scenery of the ocean, so lovely, so majestic, 
" and so tremendous ; the many pleasing varieties of the 
" animal and vegetable kingdom, could never afford so 
" much real satisfaction, as the steams and noise of a 
" ball-room, the insipid fiddling and squalling of an 
" opera, or the vexations and wranglings of a card- 
" table!"* 

This is the very same sentiment with that so beauti- 
fiiUy expressed in the ' Minstrel :* 

" O how canst thou renounce the boundless store 
" Of charms, which Nature to her votary yields ! 
" The warbling woodland, the resounding ^ore, 
'^ The pomp of groves, and garniture of fields, 

■ Enaj on Poetry and Hniic, Put I. cbnp. U. p> 369. 
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"jAll that the genial ray oflnoming gilds,, 
" Aod all that echoes to the song of even, 
" All that the jnoantain's Bhelteriug bosom shields, 
'f And all the dread magnificence of heiven, 
" O how canst thou renounce, {uid hope to be forgiven !" 
Minstrei, Book I. Stanza IX. 



^ His following ^83ay is on Laughter, in which he says, 
that, in tracing out die cause of laughter, he means ra- 
ther to illustrate; than to confute the opinions of those 
who have already written on the same subject. Yet 
notwtthBtanding former discoveries, the following Essay, 
he thinks, may be found perhaps to contain something 
new, to throw light on certain points of criticism that 
have not been much attended to, and even to have 
■ome merit as a familiar example of pbtlosophical induc- 
tion, carried on with a strict regard to f^ct,and without 
any bias in favour of any theory. 

He sets out with marking the disUnction between n- 
diculom and ludicrous ideas, aa both exciting lamkter, 
although in different ways ; and this leads him to divide 
laughter into two kinds, which he distinguishes into, 
what be calls, ammal and setOimeittal.' He Uien gives 
the several opinions, which different philosophers have 
entertained On the subject, Aristotle, Hobbes, Hutche- : 
son, Akenside, and this leads him to enquire into the 
cause, of laughter. In tlie course of these disquisitions, 
he has introduced and treated of a variety of literaiy 
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topics, which he has embellished witii infinite art and' 
critical skill; and in doing tiiis, he has contrived, #ith 
a dexterity peculiar to himself, even from so unpromis- 
iag a sabject as Laughttr and Ludicrovi CompoaiHon, to 
introduce some moral disquisitions -of great value, with 
characters of comedies, and satires, and novels, in such 
a matmer, as to show the charms of virtue, the efficacy 
of rehgion, and (he odious deformity of vice. In parti- 
cular, he reprobates, with becoming zeal and proprie^, 
all those attempts to excite ridicule and laughter, by 
parodies of scripture, and profane allusioiM to aavtei 
things. His concluding dtapter is an attempt to ac- 
count for the superiority of the modems, in iudicrons 
writing, over the raicieat^, where he clearly de<»<]es ia 
favour of the former, and in proof of which he {»'oduces 
many ingenious arguments. 

Upon the whole, this is an admirable Essay; -diEjplay- 
ing much knowledge of the human heart and under- 
standing; and whence, whoever reads it with attention, 
will reap both entettainment and instmction in no ordi- 
nary measure. 

Tlie concluding Essay, in this volume, contains re? 
marks on the utility of classical learning; in which he 
combats the absurd idea, that the study of Greek and 
Roman learning is of little or no value, and may vety 
readily be dispensed with. He strongly nrges ull die 
usual argoments in support of his pK^wsition, wiAi per- 
spicuity and force ; and in the moat satisfactory muurer 
answers all the hackneyed objectwns tlnl have iteat 



t^Googlc 



APPENDIX. 263 

bronght forward by tliose, wbo underralue classical 
leaming, which, bb Cr Beatlie has justly observed, he, 
vho is possessed of, would Dot relinquish on any consi- 
deration; and that those persons are moat delighted 
with the antient wiiters, who understand them best. 

Such were the Essays, which Dr Seattle added to that 
edition of the ' Essay on Truth/ published in 1776 ; 
and wbich, it must be allowed, were a veiy valuable 
present to hia subscribers to that excellent performance. 

He ^terwards published, in the year I783i ' Disaer- 
' tatioDB Moral and Critical,' of which I proceed to, giye 
some brief account. 

. They were first composed, as Dr Seattle tells in bis 
preface, in a diSerent form, being part of a course of 
f»electionB, read to those young gentlemen, whom it was 
his business to initiate in the elements of moral science. 
This, he hopes, will account for the frequent plainness 
of the Btyle ; for the introduction of practical and seri- 
ous observations ; and for a greater variety of illustra- 
Uon, than would have been requisite, if his hearers had 
been of riper years, or more accustomed to abstract en- 
quiry. He had be«i desired to publish the whole sys- 
tem of lectures, but had been prevented by many consi- 
derations. He therefore gave only a few detached pas- 
sages, and, wished them to be considered as separate 
and distinct Essays. In treating ai them, he wished to 
avoid all matters of nice curioaty, and confine himself 
to soch as seem to promise amusement and practical inr 
formation. 
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The first Essay is on Memory and Iiiiagination. It 
commences with some general observations on the na- 
tural connection between the sonl &ad body, while we 
remain in this worid, as far as memory is concemedj 
which he justly considers as one of those peculiarities 
that distinguish man from the inferior animab. 

In his first chapter, he marks the difference between 
memory and imaghiatimt. In his second chapter, he 
gives a general account of this faculty, its phenomena 
and laws, and shows, diat the great ^rt of memory is at- 
tention. ' This part of his subject he illustrates by a va- 
riety of lively and ingenious observations. Am<Mig other 
things, he gives an acconnt of a curious invention, fre- 
quently spok^i of by the old rhetoricians, nnder the 
name oi artificial memory, which both Cicero and Qnin- 
tilian mmtioR, though neither of them so distinctly as 
could be wished. Of this, he gives what, he Says, be 
conceives to be a description, but which, if just, he 
agrees with Quintilian that it was too complex ; and I 
suppose it will be generally allowed, that to remember 
the art wonld require as great an exertion Of tfaonght 
and memory, as would be necessary to keep in mind 
the thing to be remembered. Here he introduces a 
dissertation on hand-writing, as connected with tran- 
- scription, which he deems an useful help to memory. 
He then goes on to show the varieties , of memory; 
and after having touched on these points, he gives 
ns a very sensible chapter on the various methods of 
improving memory, which he concludes with a disqui- 
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sition on the oratory of tbe pulpit, the bar, and the se- 
nate, comparing the one mode of pnblic Bpeaking with 
the other; in the conree of which he exEkmines the 
qaestioD, whether sermons ought to be delivered from 
memory, or from a written copy, and clearly gives the 
{^reference to tbe latter: for which he quotes the an- 
tbintty of some of the most esteemed preachers uf the 
church of Engiand.* For the tmth of this remark, he 
appeals to " those who have had the happiness to ob- 
** s^ve, and' to feel, that sublime and apostolic simpli- 
" city, aud that miM, though commanding energy, 
" which distinguish both the composition and the pro- 
" nonciation of a Porteus and a Hurd."t 

the concluding chapter of this iugenious Essay is oc- 
cnpied with remarks on the memory of brutes, which he 
admits (hey enjoy in a certain degree. Yet with all tbe 
helps which animals derive from instinct, or from more 
acute organs of sense, how inferior, he exclaims, is the 
memoiy of the most intelligent brute to that of reasoo- 
able beings ! The disproportion is almost infiaite. He 
then gives an animated and brilliant enloginm on the 
extent and capacity of the human memory, and of the 
powers of which he gives a slight recapitulation in the 
most glowing colours. I lament Uiat the plan and li- 
mited nature of this analysis forbid my giving here the 
whole of this beautiful passage; but I cannot resist the 



• Oixtii. Moi'. aod Critic, p. 47—37. 

t The prcKOt Biihops of Loudon and Worceiter, 
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pleasure of quoting the sublime concliiuon of thU ener- 
geUc address to his audience. 

" I.et us faeuce learn," says he, " to set a proper va- 
" lae on the dignity of the human soul ; and to think of 
" its intellectaal facnlties as inexpressibly superior, both 
" in kind aiid in degree, to those of the animal world. 
" If we be capable of endless impioTement, (and what 
" reason is there to believe that we are not,) surely our 
" destination must be different from theirs ; for the Au- 
" thor of Nature does nothing in vain ; and an under- 
" standing, lar more limited than that of man, would be 
" sufEcient for atl the purposes of b creature, whose 
" duration is circumscribed by the term of an hundred 
" years, Ourminds, therefore, mnsthave been destined 
" for scenes of improTement more extensive and glori- 
" ous, than these below ; end our being to comprehend 
" periods more durable, than those that are measured 
" out by the sun."* 

In his sobsequent Dissertation, on Inu^nationy Dr 
Beattie gives a general account of that faculty of the 
mind. He treats of the association of ideas, and the 
various causes whence it proceeds. He then introduces 
a disquisition on our ideas of beauty, for which he in 
part endeavonrs to accoQnt ; and he has two chapters, 
the one containing remarks on Genha, and the other on 
Ta^e and its improvements, as they are connected with 
the Imagination. This dissertation, which is of consi- 

■ DuKTtuiom Morel and CritkaJ, p> 68. 
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derable length, will be deended, I Boapect, by moat of 
his TeadecB, at least it sarelj appears so to me, to be of 
rather too abstracted end metaphysical a natoie. Yet 
it certainly ctHitaias much d«pth of thinking, and many 
pro«& of original genius, as well as criUcal knowledge, 
wiiicfa those readers, who are fond of such specuiatioos, 
will pemae with pleasmv. He conclades this Essay, by 
returning to the subject of Ima^aatiiMi; with some di- 
rections for a proper regul^ioh <^ it. This last p&rt of 
his sttbject ia fairly interesting, aiui very much intend-' 
ed for the me . of sttdious and litemi^ persons. Un- 
happiiy> he wn but too well qUahSed, Irom his own 
mehmoholy expenence, . and tite dreadtul condition to 
which Us mm health bad been rednced, by intense ^>- 
phcaticm to study, to treat on the ertis attendant on a 
litevuy course of Ufe, In the dose of this Easay, he 
seizes, as uiu^, the opportunity of. introducing a most 
' beautiful eulogy oo the genius and spirit of the Christian 
TeligiaD, in language so expressive and appropriate, that 
I cannot resist the pleasure of transcribing it here. 

" Lastty," says Dr Beattie, " let those who wish to 
" preserve theij imagiaatiou in a cheerful uid healthy 
" state, cultivate piety, and guard against superstition; 
"i by fonning rif^t notions of God's adorable being and 
"providence, and cherishing die correspondent afiec- 
" tions of iore, veneration, 'and gratitude. Superstition 
" is fierce and gloomy; bnt true Christianity gives glory 
" to the divine natnre> and is most comfortable to Hit 
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" human. It teaches, that nothiog happens, but by the 
" permission of Him> who is'greatestj widest, and best; 
" that the adversities which befal us may all be improT- 
". ed into blessings: that maa is- indeed a sinful crea- 
" ture ; but that God has graciously provided for him 
" the means both of pardon and! of happiness; that, if 
" we obey the G(Mpel, than which no system of docv 
" trine can be more excellent in itself, or supported by 
" better evidence ; Our light afflkthm, which are hut for 
" a moment, ihall work out for vi an eternal weight of 
" S^'^nf ' ^°^ ^^^^ when these transitory scenes disappear/ 
" an endless state of things will commence, wherein 
" virtue shall triutnphj and all her tears be wiped away 
"■ for ever ; wherein there will be as much felicity, as the 
" most exalted benevolence can 'desire, and no tnore 
" punishment, than the most perfect justice will approve. 
" He who believes all this, aud endeavbui^ to act ac- 
" cofdtngly, must look upon the calamities of life as not 
" very material; and, while he retains the command of 
" his faculties, may have continually present to his ima« 
" gination the most sublime* and most transfK>rting 
" views, that it is possible for a human being either to 
" wbh for, or to comprehend. 

" The divine Omnipotence ought at all times toii^ 
" spire us with veneration and holy fear. By the sim- 
" plesl means* or without any means, it can accomplish 
" the most important purposes. This very faculty of 
"• imagination, the Deity can make to each of us, even 
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" in this world, the instmment of exqumte happiness, 
" or ccmsiiminate miseiy, by setting befoie it the most 
" glorioDs objects of hope, or the most tremendoiis 
« images of desp&ir. What a blessing are clieerfut 
^ thoughts, and a sound imagination ! And what man 
" can say, that his imagination and thoughts are always, 
" or indeed at any time, in his own power? Let us, 
" therefore, leara humility, and seekthe Divine favour 
" above all things. And while we endeavour to make a 
** right use of the rules he has prescribed, or gives ns 
*' grace to discover, for purifying and improving our 
" nature, let us look up for aid to Him, whose inBuence 
" alone can render them successftil."* ' 

His next Dissertation is that on Dreamiag. Of this 
production he was himself exceedingly fond : and yet it 
cannot be said, I think, to add much to our stock of 
ideas. The truth is, Di' Beattie was a great observer of 
his own dreams, and therefore has probably attached 
more importance to the subject than any thing bo much 
out of our own power may seem to deserve. An abridg- 
ment of this Dissertation on Dreaming is inserted in the 
' Mirror,' Nos. 73 and 74, and it is mentioned above. 
Vol. II. p. S35. 

Dr Beattie's next, and by much his longest and most 
elaborate. Dissertation, is that on the Theory of Laof 
fiuage. It combiQes, indeed, much learning and great 
knowledge of Uie human mind, with deep philosophicdl 

• DfawrtatiOD* Moral and Critical, p. SOS. 
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research ; aad as it w&s a subject .which he had studied 
profonntlly, he seems to have treated it with nuffe thm 
common ability, so as to have left little for the scholu 
to wish for. 

He has divided his Dissertatioa into two parts^ in 
yhich he treats, 

1. Of the Origin and General Nature of Speech- - 

2. Of Universal Grammar. 

The faculty of speech, be says, to what class soever of 
human powers we refer it* is one of the distinguishing 
characters of our nature i none of the inferior ""imftl" 
being in any degree po«3e«8ed of it. For we most not 
call by the name of tpeech that imitation of human arti- 
culate voice, which parrota and some other birds are ca- 
pable of; speech implying thought and consciouuiess, 
and the power of separating and anrianging our ideaa, 
which are faculties peculiar to rational minds. That 
some inferior animals should be able to mimi^ hoiaan 
articulation, will nut seem wonderful, when We recollect, 
that even by machines eert^n words have been articu- 
lated ; but that the parrot shpuld annex thought to the 
word he utters, is as unlikely as that a machine should 
do so. Rogue and knave are uttered by eve^ parrot* 
but the ideas they, stand for are incomprehensible, ex- 
cept by beings endued with reason and a moral faculty. . 

It has, however, been a common e^nion, and is pro- 
bable enough, that there may be, among irrational ani- 
mals, something which, by a figarf, we may call 2aii- 
guage : some n^ode by which one animal can make his 
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thovgliti, hit intenlioiu, aad his wisbes, knowa to ui- 
other of hii own ipecies. This is bo well autbenticated, 
as Bcuceiy to admit of a doubt.* Pope bai elegantly 
emfrioyed the epithet half-natanmg elephant to this pur- 
pose, even as the instinctive economy of bees is figura- 
tively called goverrmtent. This at least is evident, that 
the natural voices of one animal are in some degree in- 
telligible, or convey particular feelings or impulses to 
odien of tbe same species. To dogs and horses, and 
even to other creatures of less sagacity, the voice of their 
master soon becomes familiar ; and they lean to per- 
form certain actions, on receiving certain andible or 
visible signab from those whom diey are wont to obey. 
This, however, is a proof rather of their docility, and of 
tJie quickness of their eye and ear, than of any intdU- 
gence in regard to language; and these, and the hkt 
animal voices, have no analogy with human speecb. 
For, first, men speak by art and imitation, whereas the 
voices in question are wholly instinctive : for, that « 
dog, which bad never heard another bark, woald noU 
withstanding bark himself, admits of no doubt; asd 
that a man, wbo had never heard any langui^, would 
not speak any, is equally certain. 

After having treated, somewhat anatomically, of the 
organs of speech, and the manner in which it is formed, 
Dr Beattie proceeds to consider the English alphabet; 



See the tenulrbable anecdote of the pmtlemui'* dog al St Alban')!, 
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and, ia the course of this diBquisttion, he introduces the 
art of teaching those who are deaf and dumb to-speidi. 
He has also a chi^ter on the numbers and measures of 
English poetry, as depending on emphasis; their num- 
ber and varieties, illustrated ia a very entertaining man- 
ner, by apposite examples. 

Dr Beattie then examines the absurdity of the Epicu- 
rean doctrine of the origin Af language, that it is of 
human invention ; and he proves, that if ever there was 
a time when all mankind were, as the Epicureans sup- 
posed, mutum tt turpe pecus, a dumb and brutal race of 
animals, all mankind must, in the ordinary course of 
things, have continued dumb to this day. For, to such 
animals speech could, not be nece:»ary; as they are 
supposed to have existed for ages without it : and it is 
not to be imagined, that dumb and beastly savages 
would ever think of conlriving unnecessary arts, whereof 
they had no example in the world around them, which 
they had never felt any inconvenience from the want of, 
and which never had been attempted by other animals. 
Speech, therefore, it is clear, if invented at aU, must 
have been invented, either by children, who were inca- 
pable of invention, or by men who were incapable of 
speech ; and, therefore, reason, as well as history, inti- 
mates, that mankind in all ages must have been ^teaking 
ammalt; the young having constantly acquired this art .by 
imitating those who were elder. And we may warrant- 
ably suppose, that our first parents must have received 
it by immediate inspiratioa from the Almighty. 
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He then gives some account of the art o{ writiDg ; its 
' importwce aad origin ; different sorts of it practised b^- 
different natioQs; a short history of printing: ail of 
which topics he discusses in a brief ,but agreeable and 
amusing manner; and here he ends his first part. His 
second part of the Tkatry of Lar^uage treats at great 
length of Umvenai Grammar, in a very elaborate, phi- 
lological disquisition, in wliich he acknowledges his 
obligations to Mr Harris, the author of ' Hermes,' and 
to Lord Moqhoddo, on ' The Origin and Progras of 
' Language,' although he occasionally differs from both 
these learned writers. He also mentions our countryrr ' 
man, the late Mr Thomas Ruddhnan, with much re- 
spect; whom he characterises as the most accurate of 
all graniniarians. He goes through; and examines with' 
much care, ^e various parts of speech, with an eye to 
the knowledge of universal grammar, and leaves nothing 
nnexamined that be thinks. may illustrate the subject; a 
more minute analysis of it here, however, would be for 
reign from my present purpose. 

His next Dissertation is of a much more popular ^ad 
entertaining nature, on Fable and Romance. In the 
commencement of (hjs dissertation, he has some gene- 
ral remarks on the nature of Fable, as a vehicle for the 
conveyance of nioral instrucbon, such as, Jothaa's pa- 
rable of the trees choosing a king, in the book of 
' Jndg^,' and the famous apologue of a contention be- 
tween the parts of the human body, by which Meoenius 
Agrippa satisfied the people of Rome, that the' welfaFf 
VOL. HI. a 
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of the state depended on the union of tiie several niem- 
twra of H. He then deecants on the Greek apolognes 
ascribed to Msop, and the Latin ones of Phscdms, as 
masterpieces in this way of writing j which have hardly 
'been equalled by the best of. our modem iabulists. He 
then takes notice, that the Oriental nations have long 
been famous for fabulous narrative; which he accounts 
for from the indolence peculiar to the genial climates of 
Asia, and the luxurious life which the kings and other 
great men of those countries lead in their seraglios, 
which have made diem seek for this sort of amusement, 
and set a high value on it. And here he mentions 
the celebrated collection of Oriental fables, commonly 
called, ', The Arabian Nights Entertainment, or, the 
* "Hionsandand One Tales.* 

This leads him to take notice, that in the * Spec- 
tator,' * Ratabler,' and ' Adventurer,' there are many 
febles in the Eastern manner, most of tJiem very plea- 
sing, and of a moral tendency. ' Rasselas' by John- 
son, and ' Almoran and Hamet* by Hawkesworth, are' 
celebrated performances in this way. Addison excels in 
this sort of fable ; and tiie Vidon of Mirza in the ' Spec- 
tator,' is ^e finest piece of the kind any where to be 
met with. 

Dr Beattie, proceeding in his Dissertation, divides 
modem prose fable into two kinds, the Jllegorical and 
■ Pottkal. The first be subdivides into the Historical and 
the Moral, and the second into the Serious and the C(»- 
n^. Of these four species of modem fable he treats, in 
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tfaar order, illnstrating hii aAject wi)h;a|^osUe and 
pleaBuig examples ; ia the ooiirse of which he gives the 
characters of a nnmber of our most celebrated and po^ 
pular productions of this natiue : uad, accordiag to his 
uniform practice, omitting no' Of^oitniiity of checking 
vice, and enforcing « love of virtue and religion. Tbiis, 
IB speaking of Swift's * Gulliver'B Travels/ and • Tal© 
of a Tub,' while be does ample justice to the wit, the 
homonr, Uw satire, so largely to be found in those cele- 
brated perfomances, Dr Beattie reprobates with tbe 
utmost severity, as he had aiiteady done on a formec 
occasion, (see p. 257.) the plan of the author, who, io^ 
the lart of the four voyages, Wa exerted himself to the 
Btmoat in an abso^ and abominable fiction, presenting 
us with rational beasts and irrational men, ia direct con^ 
tradiction to the most obvions laws of nature; and be-, 
eanae there must be something of an irreligious teadea- 
. cy in a work, which, like this, ascribes the perfection 
of reason and of happiness to a race of beings who are 
said to be destitute of every reli^Cfus idea. But what 
is yet worae, if any thing can be worse, this tale repre> 
sents human nature itself as the object of contempt and 
abhorrence. " Let the ridicule of wit," says Dr Beattie, 
" be poinded at the follies, and let the scourge of satire 
" be brandished at the crimes of muikind y all this is 
" both pardontdile and praiseworthy, because it may be 
" done with a good intention, and produce good effects. 
" Bat when a writer' endeavours, to make us dissatisfied 
" witii that FrovideiM^ who has made us whi^t we are. 
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" and whose (li^>auatiot» towards tfae bnmaQ nee are 

" so pecniiarly and so diiinely betiefipent, mch a writer, 
" in BO doing, proves hioilelf the en^ny.notof maaon- 
" ly, bnt of goodness itaetf ; aad his work can never be 
" allowed to be innocent." 

The ' Tale of a Tab/ Dr Beatlie goes on to say, ii 
another allegorical fable, by the same masterly hand ; 
and, like the former, supplies no little matter, both of 
' admiration and of blame. As a piece of hamorous wri- 
ting it is unequalled. The subject is reli^on ; bnt the 
allegory, under which be typifies itie Reformation, is 
too mean for an argument of so great digni^ ; and tends 
to produce in the mind of the reader, some very disa- 
greeable associations of the most solemn troths with lu- 
dicrous ideas. 

Dr Beattie now enters on what be considers as the 
chief part of his subject, the rise and progress of the 
Modem Homance, or Poetical Prose Fable, which, being 
connected with so many topics of importance, if fiilly 
illustrated, he says, would throw great light- upon the 
history and poUtics, the manners and the literature^ of 
these latter ages. 

In the progress of his Dissertation, accordingly, he 
gives a most instructive, distinct, and concise, account 
of the state of Europe during what are called the dark 
or noddle ages, of those northern natiiHts who over^ran 
the Roman empire, of the form of policy introduced by 
tbem, which is commonly called the feudal govern- 
*inent; tim government it was^ which, among many 
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other strange institations, gave rise to chivalry, aad it 
was chivalry which gave birth and form to that sort of 
fobuloos writing which we term -RomaTue. Here he 
gives a most entertaining account of the Knights-trrant, 
who flourished at this time in Europe, of the Crusades, 
of the Troubadovn and Jonghartf onA of the revival of 
ktters in Italy and the sonthem provinces of France. .. 
After having discussed these various topics briefiy, 
hut in a most agreeable and entertaining manner, he 
comes to the modem Serious and Comic Romance, which 
he analyses with great exactness, bnt with a degree of 
minuteness through which it is impossible here to fol- 
low him, while he criticises ^id characterises Richard' 
floh; Fielding, SmoUet, pointing out the respective me- 
rits and defects of each in a very masterly manner. . He 
concludes this Dissertation with the following very just 
and useful observations : " Iiet not the usefulness of ro- 
" mance-writing," says he^ " be estimated by the length ; 
" of my discourse upon it. Romances are « dangerous 
" recreation. A few, no doubt, may be friendly to good 
" taste and good morals; but far the greater part are 
" unskilfully written, and- tend to corrupt the heart and 
"stimulate the passions. A habit, of reading them 
"breeds a dislike to history, and all .the substantial 
" parts of knowledge; withdraws the attention from nar 
" tore and truth, and fills the mind with extravagant 
"thoughts, and too often with criminal propensities. 
" I would, therefore, caution my young .readers," says 
he, " against them j or if he must, for the soke of 
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" aamseinent, snd thai he may have soiUetliiDg to say 
" Ml the Bubject, indulge himself in this way now and 
" then, let it be sparingly and seldom." 

Dr Beattie's next DissertatioD b od the ' Attachmei:it» 
of Kindred.' 

He prefaces this Essay with a not^ in which he teil» 
us, that there are modem authors, who, from an excess 
live admiration of the Greek policy> seem to have form- 
ed erroneous opinions in regard to some of the pointa 
tOBched OD in this discourse. With a view to those 
opinions, the discourse was written several years ago. 
Afterwards^ when a boolc called ' Thelyphthora' ap- 
peared, he bad thoughts, be says, of enlarging these re- 
marks, so as to make them comprehend an examination 
of it. "Diis the authors of the ' Monthly Review' leii- 
dered unnecessary, by giving A vety ingenious, learned, 
and decisive, confutation of that profligate system. He 
therefore publishes his Essay, he says, as it was first 
written ; satisfied Umt Mr Madan's book, whatever pri- 
vate immoralities it may promote among the licentions 
and ignorant, wilt have no weight with the pnblie, nor 
deserve fardier animadversion. 

In this Dissertation we do not indeed meet with imy 
thing very knew, Tbe usual arguments in favour of 
marriage, snd against polygamy, on the mutual relations 
between parent and child, and the various systems' that 
have been formed by legi^tors rejecting education, 
exe detailed with precision, and in a most agreeable 
manner. Upon th6 whcde, bis general conclMion is. 
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that the present system, accordiog to which socie^ is 
constituted in modern Europe, is the most congenial to 
our oature, and the most productive of virtue, as well «s 
happiness, to mankind' 

His concluding Dissertation is entitled, ' Illuatrati«Hts 
of Sublimity ;' in which he has unfolded in a very plea- 
sing manner, and explained by well-cbosen examples, 
chiefly from the poets, the true principles of sublimity, 
as they are founded in human nature. Tliis is an exceir 
lent Essay. 



Note [Z.] Vol. II. p. 144. 

The Reverend George Carr, the exellent man who is 
the subject of this note, was bom at Newcastle, 16th Fe- 
bruary, 1704, and educated at St John's College, Cam- 
bridge, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
Soon after his return to Newcastle he went into orden, 
and in the year 1737 was appointed senior clergymm 
of the episcopal chapel at Edinburgh, where he spent 
the remainder of his days; and officiated for the space 
of nine-and-thirty years, during three-and-twenty of 
which I had the happiness of being his very constant 
■ bearer. Of his merit as a preacher, his posthumous 
discourses bear ample testimony. They do not indeed 
contain the profound, though somewhat abstracted, re^ 
eonings of'' Butler, nor the laboared but elegant discua- 
uons of Sherlock, neither the learning of Titlotson, noc 
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the declamatioD of Seed ; bat thej^ exhibit the most 
useful and importaDt trnthg of the Gospel, not only widi 
plainness and perspiciuty, but in language always eie- 
gaot, and seldom incorrect. I ma; even go farther, and 
add, that Mr Can's style often rises into eloquence; 
and that in its general featares/ of plainness witbovt 
vulgarity, and earnestness without bombast, in its equE^ 
distance from obscurity, and from useless amplification, 
it exhibits no commoa model of that sober and chas- 
tened eloquence, which ought ever to be studied in dis- 
courses of the pulpit 

Id each discourse he makes choice of one single topic 
of belief or pmctice, which he illastntes and enforces 
by all the principal motives that can be urged, neither 
too briefly, so, as to leave his argument imperfect, nor 
' at so great lengtli as to give no room for any addition by 
an attentive and weli-iufbrmed reader. His discourses 
are in a peculiar manner distinguished by the most en- 
gaging spirit of charity, of moderation, of benevolence, 
continually inculcating the love of God and our neigh- 
bour as the sum of the law; and recommending^e go- 
vernment aAd regulation of our appetites, passions, and 
affections, as the best method of securing happiness <hi 
earth, as well as hereafter. . 

K Mr Carr's composition can be deemed in anyrA^ 
spect negligent or incor#ect, it is chiefly from a degree 
of redundancy, when he occasionally repeats the same 
thought, though almost always with a variety of expres- 
sion ; a fault, if it be a fault, that passed imnoticed in 
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\h» {falpit, for which alone these diEeoanes were origi- 
nally intended^ and- which he would no doubt have cor- 
rected, had he Hved Uy prepare them for pnbUcAtion. 
His dehverTj though not animated, was graceful and 
pleasing ; and though it might be said to border some- 

* what on monotony, those of my readers who remember 
it will agree with me in the declaration, that he never 
fsdled to engage and preserve the attention of his bear- 
en ; and that every word be uttered^ every doctrine be 
taught, eveiy virtue be recommended, came strongly 
enforced by the purity of bis morals, and ibe exempla- 
ly piety of his blameless life. With all the good-breed- 
ing of a gentleman, he was a cheerful, entertaining 
companion; and though his manners were most irre- 
proachable, they had no tincture of either rigour or an* 
sterily. His patient suffering - under the most excru- 
ciating tortures of the gout, with which, though ex- 
tremely temperate, he had been for many years violent- 
ly afflicted, was most exemplary ; and cannot be better 

.illustrated than by the following private letter to one of 
his oldest and most intimate friends, written a few weeks 
before his'death, the copy of which was found among 
his papers. I feel a pleasure in inserting it, as so strong- 
ly characteristic of my departed {riend^ 
' " I ought much sooner to have acknowledged your 
" last letter; but indisposition must be my apology. I 
" flattered myself, that ^^r a succession of fits of the 
" gout from January to June, I should have had an in- 
" terval of health this sommei as usual ; but this is not 
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" the case : Hod I fear 1 am doomed to a per{K:taal 
" gout, either fixed or wandering. If it were in my op- 
" tioD, I do not know whether 1 should chuse to hold 
" existence upon these terms. I own to you, I am one 
" of those, who wonld not wish to ran the race of life 
" over again, if the ground were to be marked out pre- 
" cieely with the same pleasures and ptuns. I shudder 
" when I look forward to winter, and take a view of the 
" terrible road I expect to pass. But I shall then pro- 
" bably be near the ending post ; and then, adieu to 
" pain. Then, I hope, existence will become extreme- 
" ly feligible; for surely it was meant upon the whole a 
"'fevour to every created being. The Creator wonld 
" never have introduced us into exbtence, if he saw that 
" we should be sufierers by it. He> who has the sole dia* 
" posal of pleasures and pains, and can weigh them with 
" the utmost accuracy, will certainly order niatters set, 
" that the former shall at last preponderate. But no 
" more of these grave reflections. I have the pleasure 
" to inform yon," • • • &c. Bcc. 

In this heavenly frame of mind he continued iaitb- 
iiilly to discharge the duties of his sacred function, 
calmly looking for^ but not soUciting, hiH dissolution, 
wittl the morning of Sunday the 18th August, 1776, 
when, after having selected the disconrse which he 
meant that day to deliver from the pul[Ht, be suddenly 
expired. An awtul warning to those who survive i For 
' how few like him are so well prepared for a summons 
BO nnlooked for i yet how uocertain are we, that the- 
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avae sudden fate may not be our own ! How studious, 
then, ought we to be, that our lives, hke his> may be 
pure and uncomipted bythe bosioeBs, the follies^ the 
rices, of the world, so that when God shall require our 
souls of us, we may not be surprised in an hour when 
we are )east thinking of it. 

His widow did me the hdhour to put bis manusciipla 
into my hands, from which, with the assistance of a 
friend, I made choice of ^ose volames now in prin^ as 
the most finished, and therefore the most proper for 
^blioation. I accepted of this task with singular plea- 
sure, and endeavoured to execute it with care and at- 
tention. It made me happy to contribute in any way to 
the perpetaatdng the memory, and rendering the virtue? 
end die talenle more eittensively known, of one with 
whose fneodship I had been honoured during many 
years. The veneration I shall eyer retain for the me- 
mory of this excellent man, will plead my excuse, I 
trust, for having dwelt longer on ihia character than 
might otherwise seem necessary. 



Note [AA.] Vol. II. p. IM. 

This reference applies equally with that at pf .] to the 
same Tolnme of ' Dissertations Moral and Critical.' 
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Note[Ba] VoKlI. p. 181. 



A stmilar referfince to the same person with that at 
[R-] Vol. I. p. 194. 



Note [CC] Vol. 11. p. 191. 

Mr Garrick was bom 28th Febniaiy. 1716. His fa> 
ther. Captain Garrick^ a geatlemaa of respectable cha- 
racter, on retiring from the army^ fixed hb reaidence at 
Lichfield, where hia son received his education, the lat- 
ter part of it at an academy opened in that neighbour- 
hood by the celebrated Dr SamOel Johnson; whence, 
notwithstanding the disparity of years, an. intimate 
firiend^p commenced between ^ese two emineat men, 
which lasted during the rest of their hves. 

Johnson not succeeding, however, with his academy, 
young Garrick and'he resolved to try their fortunes in 
London; whither they accordingly repaired in spring, 
1737. In .thus relating their first outsetdng together, 
it is curious to remark the diversity of their subsequent 
fortunes in the world ; and I believe it was not without 
.envy, as weH as indignation, that Br Johnson saw hia 
fellow-traveller start at once into celebrity, end speedily 
amass a large fortune, by the exercise of a profession 
ffhicb he always affected to. view with some contempt; 
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-while he hinuelf, who rose to the first station m litera- 
ture^ continued in poverty daring the greatest part of 
his long life ; and^ afler straggling with all the hardshi|» 
attendant on Uie profession of a mere author, condemn- 
ed to write- for daily bread,, arrived, even at last, at no 
more than a very moderate income. 

Garrick's original destination was the bar; and on hi» 
SrriTal in Loadon he was entered of lincdnVInn. He 
soon, however, abandoned the pnrs^t of the law, as well 
as of busioess, in which he had made an ansncceBsfal 
attempt as a wine-merchant. Having now ioh boUi hU 
father and mother, however, (to whose feelings he had 
hitherto sacrificed his own inclinations) he found him- 
self at Uber^ to indulge his darhng passion for the 
st^e, and he prepared himself in earnest for that em- 
ployment, in which nature meant him so highly to ex- 
cel. His diffidence prevented him Irom. appearing at 
first, on a London theatre ; and he embraced the oppor- 
tunity of commencing his noviciate, by acting with a 
company of players at Ipswich, in summer, 1741. His 
first character was Aboan, in Southern's ' Orooaoko,' 
which he performed under the assumed name of Lyd- 
dall. The applause he met with was equal to hb most 
sanguine wishes ; and be afterwards frequently appeared 
there ii^ the coarse of the season, with a snccess which 
answered alt hts views in this distimt noviciate. 

,4fter having thus tried his powers, and having stu-r 
died with great assiduity a variety of parts, he ventured, * 
on the 19th October, 1741, to present himself bdbre a 
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Loodoa andience, at the theatre in GoodmaD's-FMd^ 
in the character of Richard the Third. His perfoim- 
ance was received, not only with approbation but asto- 
nishment. The same play was repeated six or seven 
times successively. And such was the nniYersal ap- 
plause which followed this young actor, that the more 
^tablished houses of Dniiy-Lane and Corent-Garden 
were deserted: he drew aiVer him to the city the fa- 
shionable inhabitantj of St James's ; and the coaches of 
the nobility were to be seen, says one of his biogtxi' 
phers, • from Temple-Bar to White-Chapel. Nor was 
this merely the fashion of a day ; they who had seen 
the most esteemed actors, the Booths, the Wilkes's, 
and the Gibbers of former times, confessed, that he had 
exceeded all of them in the varie^ of his exhibitions, 
and equalled the ablest *>f them in the most appropriate 
of tbeir parts. 

The versatility of his talents was probably beyond ex- 
ample in the history of the stage. He was distinguish- 
ed, not only in the most eminent of Shakespeare's tia^ 
gic characters, to which he peculiarly bent the wholtr 
energy of his powers, Macbeth, tear, Richard, Hamlet ; 
hut be was unrivalled, also, in the comic parts of Bene- 
dick, Bayes, Ranger, Sir John Brute, Abel Dmgger, 
and many others of a similar description. To those 
who were accustomed to the stage as it then appeared, 
he broke forth at once as a theatrical meteor, banishing 

• Dnitt'M VLtfeaf Gmnick,' VoL 1. p. 48. 
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rant, bombast, and grimace, and realoriqg nature, easp, 
simplicity, ami genuine bamour. And it is Garrick'a 
best eulogy, that although we have seen a Mrs Cibber, 
. a Mrs Pritcbard, a Mrs Barry, a Mrs Yates, a Mra 
Siddons, all of them great actresses in their various ways^ 
no actor has appeared since bis day, (I speak it witliout 
derogation of any^ either living or dead,) who, iq my 
mind at least, has possessed the art of expressing with 
equal force the eilusirais of comic gaie^ and of tra^o 
terror, or who deserves, in these resects, to be placed 
at all in competition with him. Nor is it without a 
more than ordinary degree of emotion, that, at this long 
interval, I now retrace, " in my mind's eye," the various 
scenes in which I have so often beheld him with so- 
pteme delight, and remember that these matchless ex-. 
hibitions can be seen no more. , 

As a mana^r, a gttuatton which Mr Uarrick held at 
Drury-Lane theatre dnring many years, the sUge owed 
him great obligations for the decorum which be preser- 
ved in the pieces that were represented ; banishing all 
those of an improper tendency, which the liceatioai 
temper of a former age had suffered to appear. As a 
comic writer, too, he enriched the stage with several 
pieces of disUnguished merit; and his prologues and 
epilogqes, as well as several small pieces of lighter poe- 
try, are excellent of their kind. 

After having thus continued, during the long period 
of five-and- thirty years, to delight the public with bis 
i^ivalled excellence in his profession, finding his bodi- 
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Ij health much broken, while his powers of acting were 
still unimpaired, he wisely formed the resolution of re- 
tiiing from the stage} which I saw him do on the 10th 
June, 1776. He lived but a short time after, and died 
eoth January, 1779. 

Befiide the public applause and admiration, of which 
Mr Garrick enjoyed so lai^e a share, be had the happi- 
ness to possess the Iriendship of a numerous and splem- 
did circle of those who were most eminent for rank, for- 
tune, and literary accomphshmeuts, of bis tJme. ' As he 
had acquired an opulent fortune, he lived with splendid 
fao^itality ; and bis convivial powers made him tite de- 
light of every company of which he made a part. John- 
son after having borne this emphatic testimony in ja- 
vour of Garrick's superior iperit on the stage, " that he 
" was the only actor he had ever 'seen, whom he could 
" call a master both in tragedy and comedy," concluded 
with this compliment to bis social talents, " and after 
" all, I thought him less to be envied on the stage than 
" at the head of a table :" * a sentiment, in which it ap- 
pears both Mrs Montagu and Dr Seattle entirely con- 
curred. 

It is with pleasure, too, that I add another testimony 
of Johnsco's in his favour, of a more valuable nature : 
When Gariick was accused of avarice, Johnson said, 
" I know ^at Ganick has given away more money 

• Boawdl's ' Life of Johmon,' V«l. IV. p.ihs. 8vo ed. 4». 
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" than any man in England that I am acqmuntcd with; 
" and that not fixMn Mtentatious views." * 

I have always deemed it a [Mece of good fortnne,that 
I had the opportunity of being introdoced to Me Gar- 
rick's acquaintaiKe } and while I shared with the world 
ia the admiration of his public talents, of witneiuog tb» 
fascination of his manners in private life. 



Note [DD.] Vol. TI. p. 2S«. 

"nie pnbKcation of the * Mirror.' was undertaken at 
Edinburgh by a set of firiends, chiefly of the Scottish 
bar, whose attachment to litenuy pursuits was conge- 
nial ; and who, meeting frequently in the intercourse of 
business or society, found their ctMivenation insensibly 
turn upon subjects of manners, of taste, and of liters^ 
tore ; until by one of those accidental resolutions, of 
which the ori^n cannot easily be traced^ it was deter- 
mined to put thcnr thoughtft into writing, and to read 
them for the entertainment of each other. These es-' 

■ BmwcU'i • Life of JobDMHi,' VoL III. p. ',t. 8*0 cd. 4tli. 

It ha> heeo told to me by a frieod, wbo beard Sir Williun Jones re- 
late, ibat he weM in 'tiw uiae coach vlth Dr Jabnoa (o Mr Garrick'! 
tonaaX, and that he employed tbelrkol* tine in going from the Adclphi, 
where Gturick'n house wu, to Wcatminater- Abbey, In proaoHicinc ■ 
NodM ealonr npon hli decMMtd fTind, of whith Sir William particw 
larly renwBbered the tOUowiog eipreiiifm : " Hr Garriek and hii pro- 
"ftwian haie been equally indebted to each other. Hii profintioa oad* 
■' him rich, and be made hli proftnlon reqieetable." Thia wa* well 
■tid. In JebuoB'i bett mamier, and deicrra not to he ftrrtatten. 

VOL. III. T 
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says thus ussumed the form { and soon after,. some one 
suggested the idea of a periodical paper. Having re- 
solved to print their lucubrations, the selection of mate- 
rials for their work ajforded them a most agreeable 
amusement; and they constituted themselves into a club, 
which met and decided on the merits of those pieces, 
which, like the lion'a mouth of their predecessor the 
* Spectator,' were conveyed to them anonymously 
through the hands of their publisher, as well as those 
fiimished by themselves. 

The very respectable list, prefixed to the later edi- 
tions, of the named of the authors of each paper, shows 
of what distinguished characters this lite^'ary society 
consisted : and it is not a little remarkable, that of those 
essayists, no fewer than six either are, or bare been^ 
Judges of the supreme courts of law in Scotland ; * 
other members of the society were equally respectable 
for talents and literary accomplishments. 

The gentlemen who. thus associated themselves forihe 
entertainment of the public, by these periodical papers, 
conscious of the advantage, indeed of the necessity at 
first, of concealment, kept themselves entii'ely unknown, 
even to their publisher, until the whole was finished, 
when concealment had ceased to be necessary ; as the 
public approbation had left them no longer under any 
apprehensiua as to ihe reception which their labours 



• Lord Abercrombjr, LordiCraig, and Lord Cullen, were original 
laemben or (he club, or aMociatioD. Lord Hailes, Mr Baron Gordaa, 
and Lord Woodhoiuelee, coatribntcd papen aa corretpoodenU. 
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votlld meet with irom the world. Hie intetcotiTse be- 
tween them and their publisher was carried on by Mr 
Henry Mackenzie, from whom he receired the maDQ- 
script from time to time; although he knew that others 
beside Uiat gentlemtia were eitgaged in the undertaking. 
Mr Mackenzie, who not only andertook the general con- 
duct of the work, but who also Contribnted more papers 
to the common stock than any other member df the as-' 
soclation, was well knoWn to the Uterary world by va- 
rious pieces, which had been extremely well ret^ived. 
The first Was an ethic epistle, printed anonymously, by 
the title of the ' Pursuits of Happidess ;' a p6em of ve- 
ry considerable merit, especj&lly when considered as the 
production of so young a writer. His next work had 
drawn to its Author much attention, and had stamped 
bim with the character of a writer of original genius, 
and distinguished talents.- It was hia well-known novel, 
' The Man of Feeling ;' of the public approbation of 
which, the best proof is ifs having gone throi^h so great 
a number of editions. He had also published two other 
novels, ' Julia de Roubign^,' and ' The Man of the 
World,' which have bcien faTotirably received, and of 
which new editions continue to be called for: and he 
had brought on the stage at Edinburgh, in the year 
1772, a tragedy named the ' Prince of Tunis,' where it 
bad the advantage ot the gieat powers of that capital 
actress Mrs Yates, but has never since been revived. 
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I have said ehevhere, * that periodical p«pen are » 
qpecieB of puhlicatioa ali*(»t pecuUar to Eogland, al- 
though D> Beattie observes^ that some of Seneca's epis- 
tles are cofiif08itioii& of the same chaiaeter. A few 
years ago,.aa attempt was made in Fraiice> by the cel&- 
brated novelist Mad. Riccobooi, to introduce a periodi- 
cal paper at Paris, aoder the title of ' L'Abeille ;' but it 
did not succeed, and only three numbers were printed. 
The first series of these popnlai essays that appeased in 
England, the first (at least of any great reputaticm) was 
the ' Tatler,' projected and begun by Sir lUdiard Steele, 
who soon received a powerfiil co-adjotor in Mr Addi- 
son. The ' Tatler* was fnt^wed by the ' Spectator,' of 
which, as also of the ' Guaidian,' the principal writers 
were Steele and Addisoo, with the occa^twal asetstance 
of Pope, BudgeU, Lord Hardwicfce, and Dr Pearce, 
Bishop of Rochester, who only died the sgth June, 
774, beyond the eighty-Bfth year of his age, and waa 
the last surviving writer of the ' Spectaitov.' From the 
publication of those three celebrated papers, of which 
the ' Spectator* ii, I think, generally aUetwed to be the 
best, and Addison unquestionably entitled to the prefer- 
ence aa a writer, an interval of almost forty years inter- 
vened before any paper of preeminent merit madie its 
appearance, when the ' Gambler,' and af^rwards the 
' Idier,' were published by Dr Johnson. Thea appear- 
ed the ' Adventurci't by Dr Hawkeeworth, with lonw 

■ See lupra, p. SST. f Ibid. 
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aaeisUDce fvora Dr Jofanson and Mr Warton^ wliich 
was succeeded by the ' World/ chiefly written by Mr 
Moore, Mr Jenyns, Mr Cambridge, Lord Chesterfield, 
Horace Walpole (Lord Orford), Sir David Dalrymplc 
.(Lord Hailes). Th* 'Connoisseur" was written by Lloyd 
and Thornton. 

After a considerable length of time, the ' Mirror* first, 
and next the * Lounger,* by the same «t of Inends, were 
published at Edinburgh. And it is no mean praise, that 
Aese two papers still continue to maintain their pl«ce 
among so many other excellent productions of a similar 
nature, l^e ' MirTor* and ' Lounger/ in truth, are writ- 
ten with «4eganc€{ and many of them, those by Mr 
Mackenzie in particular, on serious and important sub- 
jects, in B manner that does hononr to the heart of the 
writer as a moralist, ts well as to his taste and judgment 
as a polite scholar.* 

Several a£ the characters are well drawn, and well 
supported; *nd, notwithstanding the narrow limits of 
local manners, by which the writers have found them- 
selves occasionally circomscribed, their lucubrations will 
be read with interest, as a valuable addition to the stock 
of English {»olite literature. 

The ' Mirror' commenced 2Sd JaBoaiy, 1779, aad 
continued till S7tb May, 178a The ' Loong^ com- 
menced 5th February, 1785, and terminated 6Ui Janua- 



b^Googlc 



S94 APPENDIX. 

ly, 1787. No timUar pnblicatiou is cjarryiiig pn at pre- 



UST OF DR BEATTIE'S WORKS. 

Poenu, . fint publuhed in the year 1760. 

Eway OQ Truth, ditto, 1771. 

Minmrel, BotJt I. ....... ditto, 1771. 

Boolt II ditto, 1774. 

&say an Truth, '\ 

—— on Poetry and Music, f ,.„ ,__. 

■ * vditto, 1776. 

— ■■ on Langht«r and Ludicrous Compositioii, i 

' ou Cltusical Leamiug,' y 

^Bsertationa on I)femory aad ImaginatioD, . 
on Dreaming, 

— ■ .- on the Theorv of Laneuaee, ... . 

— ■ ■ ■ on Fable and Romance, ' 

. — ■ on the Attachments of Kindred, . 

. on lUugtrations of Sublimity, . . . 

Evidences of Christianity, ditto, 1766. 

s of Mwal Science, Vol. I. ditto, 1790. 

, Vol.lL ditto, 1793. 



A tranelatioD into Batch of the ' Essay on Trath* was 
published at Utrecht in Uie year 1773} and the first 
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Totume of ' Elements of Moral Science^ was also trans- 
lated into the same language, soon after the book was 
published here, by Frederick Henry Hennert, Professor 
of Mathematics and* Experimental Philosophy in the 
university of Utrecht. Whether a translation was also 
published of the second volume of that work, 1 do not 
find any trace among his papers, 



The following additional Notes were furnished for the 
pretent edition, but unfortanatekf too late for their inttrtion 
as foot-notes, where they are referred to in the text. They 
are therefore inserted here. 



VoL I. p. 28. 

David Beattie, although he. was possessed of intef^rity 
and industry, appears to have been all l)is life in needy 
circumstances, uid was oRen under pecuniary obliga-L 
tions to bis brother. At the time of Dr Beattie's death, 
besides many presents he had made to his brother dur- 
ing his life, there still remained undischarged front him 
to the Doctor, a bond for a considerable sum of money, 
with a large arrear of interest. This bond, by his will, 
be dirteted bis executors to cancel; besides bequeath? 
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iog to him the le^<7 which became veid» u mentioned 
io the text. 

DrBettUe'a nephew^ Captain Valentine} and his niece, 
Mrs Gletwie, his residiiaty legatees, have signified their 
wtoitio;! of paying this legacy to David's children, al* 
though not houad to do so by law. 



Vol. II. p. 165. 

My worthy, learned and ingenious friend, the Rev. Dr 
Jamieson, a dissenting clergyman in Edinburgh, has 
been employed, dunng several years, ia a very laborious ' 
work now ia the press, sranewhat to the purpose here 
atloded to by Dr Beattie: it it an Archsalogical Dic- 
tionary. Of the work considerahte expectations are 
formed ; the subject of which is curious, and no pains, 
I am persuaded, will be spared by Dr Jamieson in the 
execution. I hope his hea^h will enable him to support 
the fatigue of so difficult a task. Another learned and 
iogesioae fi^end af mine, the late Rer. Mr Boncher, 
«ici» of ^nom, in Sony, was aorac yean engaged in a 
wcvk of a innlar nattuw. Frotn hi* idea liiat ^1 the old 
vonrds used in Scotland are to be received as originaUy 
Riglish, it wot hit design to inciude all such as he could 
fad ia print under thjit description: Dr Jamieson's wcnic 
ie not meaot to inciude the old English words sot found 
in ourScettish authors, nor any provincialisms not codit. 
BMM to Scotland j whUe it conpreheads, not only the 
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Scottish words to he met vitb in ow pnnted books aa^ 
in MSS. but a great part of those sacieat tenns which 
are yet retained in the familiaT conversation of this 
coiinby> althoogh they may not appear to have beeo 
formeriy used in writing. Hence, notwithatanding some 
occasional coincideoces, the work of the one does not 
tnpenede the utility of the other. Foaw Dr Boucher's 
health did not prove equal to the labour of bis onder- 
taking, which he snnk under before completuig it. 
His papers passed into the hands of a learned friend, 
who has lately laid before the public a apecimeo of thf 
work. 



Addition to Note on p. 318. Vol. II 

Since the publication of the first edition, I have met 
with Melastauo's intereatiiig letter on the comparative 
merits of Tasso and Ariosto, and it may gratify the 
reader to find it here. 

"La seconda richiesta di pnmmiciar 

sul merito dell 'Ariosto, e del Tasso h una troppo malar 
gevole provincis, che V. S. Illustrisuma m'assegna, 
senia aver misnrate te mie faceltiL. Ella sa ds quai tu- 
nnlti fu scoBvolto il Pamaso Italiano, quuido icomparve 
il Godredo a contrastare il priraato al Forioso, che n'era 
^^ con taota ragiooe in possesso. Ella sa quarto inu- 
tilment« stancaroQo i twchj il FeUigrini il Rossi, il Sal* 
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viaU; e cento e. cento altri campioni dell* uno, e delF 
altro poeta. Ella sa, che il pacifico Orazio Ariosti di- 
scendente da Lodovico si affatic6 invaao a metter ^ 
accordo i combattimenti, dicendo, che i poeiqi di queeti 
due divini ingegni eraoo di geaere coai diverao, che ocm 
ammettevano paragone; che Torquato ei era proposto 
di mai aon deporre la tromba, e 1' ayea portentogamente 
eseguito; che Lodovico avevayoluto dilettare i tettoii 
colla Tarietik dello stile miachiando leggiadrameQte all' 
eroico il giocoso, ed il festivo e I'aveva mirahilmente 
ottenutoj che il primo area mostrato, quanto vaglia il 
magistero dell' arte, 11 secondo quanto possa la libera 
felicit^ della natura, che I'lmo noa men, che I'oltro 
' avevano a giusto titolo consequito gli applausi, e I'am- 
mirazione universale, e che eraoo peryenuti entramhi al 
Bommo della gloria poetica, ma per difierente cammino, 
e senza aver gara fra lprQ> Nh pu6 e^serle finalmente 
ignota la tanbo celehre, ma piik hriUante, che soUda disr 
tinzione, civ^, che sia mlglior poemia il Go£&edo, ma 
piA gran poeta I'Ariosto. Or tutto ciit »apendo, a qual 
titolo' pretende ella mai che io mi arroghi Tautorit^ di 
liflolveEe una questione, che depo tanli o^tiqatisstmi 
ietterari conflitti rimane ancora indecisa i Pure se noa. 
^ a me lecito in tanta lite il aedere pro tribumli,. mj 
sanl olmeno peimisao il nariarle istoricamente gli efietr 
ti, che io ateaso ho in me risentiti alia lettura di cotesti 
instgni poeti. Qitando io nacqui alia letters ttovai tntto 
il mondo diviso in parti. Quell* illustxe liceo, nel qo^le 
io fiii per mia buona eorte raccoUo ; seguitAV^ qii«lla 
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detl' Omero Ferrarese, e con I'eccesw di fervore, the 
mole accompagaare le coatese. Per qecondare ]a mia 
poetica inclinazione mi £u da' raiei maetris proposta la 
lettura, e 1' imitazione dell' AriostOf giudicando molto 
piA stta a fe.condar gl'ingegni la felice liberie di questo 
che la servile (dicon essi) regolaritd dol bho livale. 
L'aatorit^ mi persanse, e riaBaito merito d^llo scrittore 
m'occup6 quindi a tal segno, cbe non aazio di rileggerlo, 
m'indassi a poteme lipetere una graa parte a memoria; 
e guai allora a quel tetuerario^ che avesse < osato soster 
nermi, che potease aver I'Ariosto ua riTale, ch'ei ntw 
fosse impeccablle. Vera ben Jiattanto chi per sedurmi 
andava recitando di tratto in tratto alciuio de' piit bei 
passi della Gerusalemme liberata, ed io me ne aentiva 
ditetteyolmiente commosso; ma fedelisaimo alia mia 
setta detestava cotesta mia compiacenza come una di 
quelle peccamiaose iDclm^ioqi delip corrotta umanana- 
tura, e cb'^ nostra doyere di corre^^re : ed in questo 
senljmento bo trascorsi quegJi anni, qi& qnali il nostro 
giudizio ^ pura imitazion delf altrui. Giunto poi a 
poter combinai V idee da me atesao, ed a p^sarle nelJa 
prpprift bilancia, piit per isvogliaterra^ e desiderio di 
vafiet^, phe per piacere, e profitto, cb' io me ne pro- 
m^t^ii lessi finalmente il Oolfedro. Qr qui non ^ 



po8sibile> cbe io le spi 
che nji sollevi^ nell 'ani 
colp, ph' io vidi come 



pieghi Io strano sconvolgimento, 
nimo cotesta lettura. Lo spetta- 
tn un quadra presentarinisi in- 
nan^i di una grande, e sola aztone lucidamente proposta, 
magjs^lmente condetta, e perfettamente compiuta> la 
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varietiL di tanti aTTenitnenti, che la producono, e 1* ar- 
riccbiacfmo senza inoltipUc«r)sj la magk di tino stile 
Kmpre limpido, sempre rablime, sonpre bodoto, e pos- 
sente a rivestir della propria sua nobiM i piit comaot, 
ed nmili oggeUi, il vigoroao colorito, txA quale ei paia- 
gona, e descrive, la sedtittrice eridenza, colla quale ei 
-narra, e peraande, i caretteri veri, e costanti, la cooDes> 
sione delf idee, la dottrioa, il gindizio^ sopia ogni ailia 
coaa la portenlosa fona d' ingegno, che in vece d' in- 
fiacchirei, come comunemente awiene in ogni Inngo 
lavoro, fino aH' ultimo verco in lui mirabilmente s' ao 
cresce, mi ricolmamio d' an ntiovo, rino a quel t^spo 
da me noa conosciato diletto, d'noa rispetlosa umnin- 
zione, di un vivo riauH'BO della mia lunga inginstizia, e 
di uno sdegno implacabile contro coloro, die credoao 
oltraggioso air Arioato il aolo paragon di Torquato. Noa 
^ gii, eke ancor io non rawisi in questo, qualcbe segno 
della nostra imperfetta omanit^ Ma cfai pnJk vantar- 
sene esentef Forse il gruide sqo aatecessore? Se di- 
>piace tolvoha nel Tasso la lima troppo visibilmente 
adoperata, non ernddisft luAl' Ariosto coal firequeiite- 
mente negletta. Se si vorrebbe toglieze all' uno alcnoi 
concettjni iaferiori all' elevazion della sua mente^ non 
si laeciano volentieri all* altro alcnne scQrriiit& poco de- 
centi ad tin costumato poetaj e se ai bramerebbero men 
rettoriche nel Gofiredo le tenerezze amoroae contente* 
rebbero assai ptd nel Furioso, se fossero men natamli. 
Ferum opere in lor^o fat at obrtprre mmnam ; e sarebbe 
maligna vaniti pedantesca I'aDdai lilevando con di- 
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sprezzo in due cosi spleodidi luminari le rare^ e piccole 
mocchie, quas aut incuria Jvdit, aut kumana parum cavit 
natura. Tutto cl6, diril ella, non riapoDde alia mia dew 
mando. Si vuol sapere nettamente a qual de' due pro- 
posti poemi ai debba la preminenza. lo bo gi^ rive- 
rentemente, signor Diodati^ antecedentemente prote- 
stata la mia giusta ripugnanza a cosi ardita decbione, e 
pur ubbidirla in quel modo, cbe a me non disconviene, 
le bo espoBti in iscambio i moti, cbe mi destarono nell' 
animo i due divini poeti. Se tutto ci<!k non basta, eccole 
ancora le diaposizioni, nelle quali, dopo aver in grazia 
sua esaminato nuovamente me stesso, presentemenle io 
mi trovo. Se per ostentazione della sua potenza venissc ' 
al nostro buon padre Apollo il capriccio di far di me nn 
gran poeta, e mi imponegse a tal fine di palesiargli libe- 
ramente a qual de* due poeti io bramerei somigliante 
quelle, ch'ei promettesse dettarmi, molto certamenle 
esiterei nella scelta; ma la mia forse soverchia natural 
propensione all' ordine, all' esatezza, al sistema, sento, 
cbe pure al fiue m' incUnerebbe al Goffredo." 
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Aberdtat, plan for uniting the two colleges of. Vol. ii. p. 387. 

Academy, royal, exhibition of pictures at, ii. SfiO. 

AJdiion, Mr, Tindicated from a charge brought against him, by 

Pope, ii. 98. Remarks on his style, &c. ii. 100. His prose 

worlu the best model of that kind of writing in our laoguage, 

ii. 148. Plan for collecting and ptiblishii^ the prose works 

of, at Edinburgh, iii. I. 
Mickgliu, character of his works, i, 314. See Potter. 
Affection, filial, a virtue which Virgil seems to take pleasure ia 

dwelling upon, il. 130< 
AUtan, Rev. Archibald, author of an ' Essay on T^te,' i. 250. 
America, South, where the most authentic documents relative 

to its discovery and conquest are to be found, ii. l6o. 
Amvxll, in Hertfordshire, Curioin artificial grotto at, ii. 217. 
AngeUea, figure deugned by, intended to be prefixed to a new 

edition of Dr Beattie's poems, ii, 243. 
Amon, I^rd, anecdote of one who had accompanied him on his 

voyage round the world, ii. 188. 
VOL. IIJ. U 
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Jntpach, Margrovine of. See Craven, Lady. 

Arbutknot, Robert, Esq. account of, i. 34. ii. 32. 

Arbuthnot, Mrs Andrew, sketch of her bistoiy, ii. 344. Is 

comfortably provided for, by tho bounty of Mrs Montagu, ii. 

348. 
Arbuthnot, Dr, original picture of, bequeathed to Marischal 
< College, but never delivered, ii. 358. His character, ii, 363. 
Ariotto, remarks on Floole's translatioD of, ii. 311. 
Armagh, university endowed at, by Archbishop Robinson, iii. 

65. 
Armstrong, Dr, character of, as an author, i. 303. 
Artaxerxti, Metastasio's, translatiou of a passage from, i. l64. 
Attachmentt of kindred, remarks on Dr Seattle's Dissertatiou 

on, iii. 278. 



■ Batatatifne Mantucript, Vol. iii. p. SSS. 

Barnard, Dr, Bishop of Kilaloe, iii. 113. 

Bat-BkM Society, circuButance to which it owed that appella- 
tion, i. 271. ■ 

Bath, description of the city of, iii, 114.'' ' 

Beattic, DiJamei, birdi, parentage, &c. of, i. 15. Recdves 
the rudiments of his education at the 'school of Lawrencekirk, 
i. 17- Comtnences his academical coarse, i. i9- Is appoint- 
ed schoolmaster of the parish of Fordoun, i. 93. His early 
habits depicted, ibid. Obtains the patronage of Mr Gar- 
den, (afterwards Lord Gardenstown,) i. 29- I* ^pointed 
usher in the grammar school at Aberdeen, i. 31. Is advan- 
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ced to the profeesorship of moral philoH^liy, in Mariacbal 
College tbbre, i. 36, Becomes a member of a philosophical 
society at Aberdeen, i. 38. Criticises theClariasa of Richard- 
sou, i. 4fi, First publishes a collection of poems, i.' 5S> Cen- 
sures the Notivelle Eloise of Rousseaui i. 69. Makes stric- 
tures on the Poems of Ouian, i. 7U Gives a hint to Mr 
Arbuthnot of his intended Essay on Poetry, i, 80. Visits 
London for the first time, i. 83. Remarks on Tasso's Jeru* 
salem delivered, i. 84. Publishes verses on the death of 
Churchill, i. 8f. Solicits the pleasure of Mr Gray's ac- 
quaintance, i.,89- Becomes acquainted with the author of 
the present work, i. gi. Addresses a poetical epistle to Dr 
Blacklock, in return for a copy of his works, Stc, i. 96. In- 
timates his intention to Sir William Forbes, of publishing 
something in the way «f hif profession, and gives the heads of 
his doctrine, i. 99> Publishes a new edition of his poems, 
i. 103. Expresses his diffidence to Sir William Forbes, about 
enga^ng in a translation of TWso, and censures the doctrine 
of the modem sceptics, i. 105. Informs Dr Blacklock of bis 
being engaged in the composition of the ' Minstrel,' &c. i. 
113. Gives a humorous account to Mr Boyd, of some of 
his foibles and infirmities; and remarks on the difference be- 
tween philosophical and poetical genius, i. 117. Returns 
thanks to Sir William Forbes, for his account of Mis Mon- 
tagu, and criticises the operas of Metastasio, i. i22- Informs 
Mr Arbutlmot of his having finished his Essay on ' Reason 
and Common Sense,' i. 138. Gives Dr Blacklock a sketch 
of the plaQ of the ' Minstrel,' i. 1 3Q. Marries Miss Mary 
Dun, daughter -of Dr James Dun, rector of the grammar 
school at Aberdeen, i. ISfi. Informs the Rev. Mr Witliam- 
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■on of his having been stodylnf RoiMseou, and ^ves atrictures 
on that author, i. 138. lofonns Sir William Forbes of his 
intention of attacking the sceptical philosophers, i. 143. 
Gives Mr Arbuthnot .an account of an intended edition of 
Gray's poems, i. 145. Expresses his anxiety to Mrs Valen- 
tine, about the state of his mother's alhirs, i. 149. Gives aa 
accoiint to Dr Blacklock of Alexander Ross, author of the 
* Fortunate Shepherdess,' i. Ijl. Criticises the ' Hennade' 
of Voltaire, i. 156. Informs Dr Blacklock of the stale of 
forwardness of bis < Essay oii the Immutability of Moral 
Sentiment,' and how he was first ted to think of writing on 
that subject, i- i65. PoinU out to Sir William Forb^ the 
distinguishing excellence of the Christian reli^on, 178, and 
remarks on the style, ice. of Hawkesnortb, i. ISI. Ex- 
presses his anxiety to Sir William Forbes about him and his 
other friends at Edinburgh, on hearing of the fall of the 
North Bridge there, i. 186. Thanks him for bis exertions in 
getting the manuscript of the ' Essay on Truth' disposed of, 
i. 189, Informs Major Mercer of the sale of his manuscript, 
i. I94. Acquaints the EarlofBuchan with the alterations he 
intends to make on his Essay, i. 199- And in name of the 
University of Aberdeen, thanks bis lordatup for his atten- 
tion to the interests of learning, i. 202. Remarks to Sir Wil- 
. liam Forbes on the works of Armstrong tbe poet, and points 
. ODt a mistake in the Abbe du Bos's ' Reflections on Poetry 
. and Painting,' i, 203. Publishes his Essay on the ' Nature 
' and Inunutability of Truth,' 308. Vindicates to Dr Black- 
lock his treatment of Mr Hume is that work, i. 218. <^ves 
a view, to Mrs Inglis, of tbe comparative advantages of pub- 
lic and private education, i. 281. Publishes a second edition 
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ef his * Essay on Trudi,' i. 339. Submits the preface to the 
reviial of Sir William Forbes, Dr Gregory, &c. ibid. Re- 
plies to some animadvenions made upon it by them, i. 341. 
Publishes the first canto of the ' Minstrel,' i. 346. Replies 
to some remarks by the Right Hon, Dowager Lady Forbes, 
on thatprwm, i. S64. Again visits London, tmd farms ac- 
quuntance with many persons of rank, distiaction, and lite- 
rature, i. 269- Informs the Rev. Mr Williamson of the po- 
lite attention he receives at London from Dr Johnson, Mr 
Garrick, &c. i. 373. And that Mr Gray bas left the whole 
of hb papers to Mr Mason, i. S78. Thanks Dr Blacklock 
for a copy of his elegy, i. 381. Gives his opinion to Mrs 
Montagu of Mr Garrick as an actor, and accounts for the 
supposed second sight of the Scots Highlanders, i. 383. Ex- 
presses his happiness to the Rev. Dr Porteus, at his approba- 
tion of his writings, See. i. S99- Reqnexts Mrs Montagu to 
explain the reason why the oriental poetry, &c. abounds so 
much in exaggerated metaphor, i. S02. Condoles with Sir 
William Forbes and Mrs Montagu on the death of Dr Gre- 
gory, i. 330. and 323. Gives an account to Mrs Montagu 
of Lord Monboddo's Essay on the ' Origin and Progress of 
Language,' 334. Visits London a third time, i. 338. Is 
presented to bis Majesty by Lord Dartmouth, i. 340. Re- 
Cnves the d^ree of Doctor of Latvs from the University of 
' Oxford, i. 344. Obtains a pension from the fcing, i, 346. 
Has a private conversation with their Majesties, i. 347- Sits 
for his picture to Sir Joshua Reynolds, 355. ExprBsses his 
gratitude to Dr Porteus for repeated acts of kindness; and 
remarks upon modern books of travels, i. 366. Replies to . 
Mrs Montagu's observations upon solitude, i. S72- Informs 
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faw of hU hinng obtained a peiision from hit Majesty, and 
that Sir Joriiua lUynolda has planned an aliegorictU picture 
of binii i. 375. Oives an account to the Eail of Kinnoul, of 
the death of Lord Lyttelton, L 379- Compares tbe modes of 
education at- the English and Scots universities, i. 382. Is 
invited to accept of a professorship in tbe university of Edin- 
' bu^h, ii, Z. Gives his motives to Sir William Forbes for 
declining that ofer, ii. 4. and 17. Vindicates, to Lady 
Mayn«, his character from some aspersions with regard to 
the publishing his works by siibscription, ii. 37. Mentions . 
to Mr Arhuthnot an attempt of the friends of Mr Hume to 
injure his character, ii. 40. Sends Mrs Montagu the second 
part of the ' Minstrel,' and request* an account of Dr Law, 
Bishop of Carlisle, ii. 43. Thanks Lady Mayne for her ac- 
count of a charitable society, in tbe ennrons of St James's, 
and retlecls on the bad mao^ement of the poor's rates in 
England, ii. 55. Informs Mrs Montagu of Dr Priestley's 
having intimated his intention of remarking upon the ' Essay 
on Truth,' ii. 73. Receives ait offer of a valuable living in 
the church of England, ii. 77. Explains to Dr Porteus his 
reasons for not accepting that ofier, ii. 78. Gives Mrs Mon- 
tagu the heads of a letter he had received from Dr Priestley, 
and censures his ' Institutes of Religion,' ii. QO, Remarks 
upon the writings of Addison, ii. 100. Gives an account to 
Dr Porteus of ' Johnson's Journey,' ii. 104. Describes, to 
Sir William Forbes, the residence of Sir William Mayne at 
GattoD Park, and gjves some account of his controversy with 
Or Priestley, ii. IO6. Explains to Dr Porteus why be wish- 
ed big reasons for rejecting a living in the church of England 
should be.luiowQ at court, ii. 110. &eUtet to Mrs Montagu 
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•a dangerous accidetit be met with, and ui anecdote coticem- 
iDg tlte statue of Shakespeare, at Stiuford upon AvoD,~ii. 
III. Remarks to the.same, upon the writingB of Dr Hawkes- 
worth, and the licentious t^deacy of modem traTell«i, _ii. 
MS. Remarks, to Mr Baron Gordon, on- the ' ^ntrid' of 
Vir^l, ii. 128. Publishes a new edition, in quarto, of fais 
' E^say on Truth,' ii. 133. Oives his opihiMi, to Sir William 
Forben, of a manuscript sent tor bis inspection by the latter, 
ii. 136. 155. Approves of a design of ^o Rev. MrCameron 
for enUrging the pBalmo'dy of the church ofSco^and, ii. 1S8. 
Conddes with Sir Wlliam Forbes, on the death of the Rev. 

' MrCarr, ii. 14^. Congratulates the same on bis recovery 
from a dangerous illness, ii> 149. Informs Mr Sj^vester 
Douglas (now Lord Glenbervie) of his being engaged in wri- 
ting upon Scotticisms, ii. l6S. Remarks to Mr Arbuthnot 
opon monumental inscriptions, &o. ii. l69- Dissuades tiie 
Duchess of Gordon fitom the indulgence of melancholy ideas, 

' and ^ves her a character of Major Mercer, ii. 177- Gives 
his reasons, to Sir William Forbee, for recommending a very 
simple metrical version of the Psalms, ii. ISS. Relates to 
the Rev. Mr Laing, an anecdote of Purcel tbe musician, ii. 
189. Condoled with Mrs Montagu, and the Duchess of 
Gordon, on the deatb of Mr Garrick, ii. ipi. and 195. 
Sends Sir WilUam Forbes a Ibt of Scotticims ; and remarks 
on Bishop Lowtb's Translation of Isaiah, ii. 196. Gongrstu- 

- ktes the Duchess of Gordon on the sale arrival of the Mar- 
quis of Muntl^, &C. it. 301. Gives an account, to Mn 
Montagu, of the Posthumous works of Mr Hume, ii. 209.- 
Sdicits the Duchess of Gordon in behalf of an unfortunate 
acquaintance, ii. 313. Expresses to Major Mercer, his high 
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opinion of Csur as n historian, &c. ii. 232. Ap^aiidt, M 
Pr Porteiu, a chai^ of Bishop Butler, to hi* cler^, and 
givet an account of some of Lord Monboddo's ungular <^- 
njons, ii. 229. Expresses to Sir WilUatn Forbes, his anxie- 
ty about the future fortunes of his children, ii. 237> Sends 
the Duchess of Gordon a copy of two papers be had written 
for the ' Mirror,' ii. 333. Congratulate^ with the same On 
Rodney's victory, ii. 234. Infonns Sir William Forbes of his 
being occupied io correcting the manuscript sermons of Mr 
, lUddoch, ii. 338. Begrets his departure from Qordon Castle, 
and sends the Duchess a print, intended to be prefixed to a 
new edition of his Essays, ii. 342. Gtives an anecdbte, to the 
fiev. Mr Laittg, of Handel the musiaan, ii. 345. Humor* 
ously dissuades the Duchess of Gordon from exposing her- 
self to the nocturnal damps ; and gives an account of a tete- 
a-tete coDTecwttion with Lord K«mes, Mis Drummond, &c. 
ii. 347'. Complains to Sir William Forbes of some domes-: 
tic grievanCjBS, ii. SSS- Describes, to the Duchess of Gor- 
]don, several of the pictures at the exhibilion of the Royal 
Academy, &cc. ii. SSO, Gives an account, to Sir William 
Forbes, how his time is occupied in London, ii. 262. and 371. 
Infonns the JDuchess of Gordon of bb haying seen the Peisee 
ambassadon, ii, 3^3. Acknonv ledges the receipt of a portrait 
of the Duchess of Gordon, and refutes a commoh opinion 
with regard to Petrarch'? passiou for Laura, ii. 376. Gives 
^n account, to Mrs Mputagu. of his two sons. Sec ii. 290. 
Informs Sir William Foihes of his having revised Dr Camp- 
bell's new translation of Matthew uid Mark, and ^ves him 
a character of it, ii. 295. Condoles with the Duchess of 
Gordon on the ijeat^ of Loid Kwjne^ ii. 397- Remarks to 
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Mr Baron Gordon on l^e state of {lolitics, ii. ss$, and 316. 
And to the Ducbeea of Gordon on Hoole'v translation of 
Arionto, ii. 310. lUqaests permission from Mrs Montagu 
to inscribe a new edition of the ' Minstrel' to her, ii. 313. 
Gives an account to Miss Valentine, of Mrs Siddons, ii, 
S3S. And to Sir WilUam Forbes, ii. S3*. Thanks the lat- 
ter for his attention to Mrs Beattie, and describes the Bishop 
of Chester's reaidence at Hunton, and his manner of pass- 
ing the time there, ii, 336. Gives a description to Dr Por- 
teus of Mrs Montagu's seat at Sandleford, ii. 33^. Informs 
the tatter of tiie heartfelt gratitude with nbich Mrs An- 
dreiv Arbnthnot received her bounty, &c. ii. 343. Comniu- ' 
nicates to her the plan of an intended work, on the evidences 
of Ckrbtianity, ii. 355. Makes remarks to the Bishop of 
Chester, on the character and writings of Swift, &c. ii.-36S. 
Condoles with Mrs Montagu on the death of the Duchess- 
Dowager of Portland, ii. 368. Gives strictures to Mr Ar- 
buthnot on Boswell's ' Sayings of Dr Johnson,' ii. 371. Con- 
doles with Sir William Forbes on the death of one of his chil- 
dren; and remarks on the last-mentioned work, ii. 383. In- > 
forms Mr Arbutbitot of his being about to begin the preface 
to an intended edition of Addison's Prose Works,^iii. 1, Ap- 
proves of Sir William Forbes sending his son for some time 
to England, and mentions the opposition made to the union 
of die two colleges at Aberdeen, iii. A. Transmits to Mr Ba- 
ron Gordon a copy of an address laid before Marischal Col- 
lege, with regard to the appointment of his eldest son at his 
assistant and successor in tbe professorship, iii. ii. Informs 
Miss Valentine of his gracious reception by tbetr Majesties 
jtt Windsor, iii. 21. Gives an account, to Sir WilUam For- 
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bes, of the conversion of Mr B<nasier, iii. S4. Acquaints 
Mre Montagu with the illueiB, &c. of his son, and nitii the 
favourable change in the drconutaoces of Mre An'diew Ar- 
bathnot, iii. 27> Condoles with Sir William Foibes on the 
death of one of his children ; andremarka on the -slavQ trade, 
the writings of Dr Keid, &c. iii. S5. Infonna him of the at- 
tempt to vindicate the slave trade, by Hr H&rrist iii. 41. 
Gives bis opinion to the Bishop of London of Mr Harris's 
perforniatice, iii. 46.. Relate^ to Sir William Forbes, Mrs 
Piozzi's character of Goldsmith, iii. 48. Recommends, to 
ifaer Duchess of Gordon, dther of the English imiTersitieB as 
. the fittest place for the studies of the Marquis of Huntley, iii. 
il. Expresses his sorrow to het Grace, on the news of his 
Majesty's illness ; and remarks upon the style.of Gibbon, iii. 
54. Congratulates Mrs Montagu on the recovery of his 
Majesty, iii. 58. And on the proceedings in the House of 
Commons, respecting the abolition of liie slave trade, iii. 6o. 
Gives an account, to Sir William Forbes, of the writings of 
Mrs Cockbura, iii. €2. Remarks to Mrs Montagu on the 
tbrestening revolution in France, iii. 64. Tbuiks the same 
fur some private pecuniary bounty, bestowed by her on his 
youngest son, iii. 69- Informs Sir WiUiam Forbes of the re- 
lapse of his son, iii. 74. Thanks Mr Arbathnot for the con- 

, cern he takes in his son's welfare, and complains of some late 
innovations in the English language, iii. 77* Gives an ac- 
count to the Duchess of Gordon of the death of his son, iii. 
84. Publishes an account, &c. of the life, writings, &c. of 
the latter, iii. 91. Laments, to the Rev. Dr Laing, the death 
of his son, £cc. iii. 94. And informs him of the dangerous 

' illness of Sr Campbell, iii. 97. Acquaints Sir William For- 
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bumth the bvounble turn of -ibe Doctor's disorder, iii. 
100. Remarks to the Duchess of Gordon, upon tiie nil^ect 
of the French revolution, iii. 102. Describes to Sir WilKBm 
Forbes the Bishop of L^ndoii's paloce at Fulhant, iii; 106. 
Gives an accoDnt,.tp the R«v. DrLaing, of bis jonrtwy to 
LondoD, iii. 108. Aa<t of the city of Bath, to Miss Valen- 
tine, iii. 1 14, Publishes the second volume of his ' Ele- 
ments of MonU Science,' iii. J 1$. Distinguishing cxcellencs 

. of Iiis philosophy, iii. 125. Replies to a request of Mr Fta- 
ser Tytler, that be would write a short historical account of 
tjie ^her of the latter, iii. 133. Gives an account, to Sir 
William Forbes, of the death of his other sun, iii. 141. .And 
to the Rev. Dr LeiBg of that of Dr Campbell, iii. 146. In- 
forms Sir William Forbes and Mrs Montagu, of his intention 
of making a jouiney, in order to divert his melancholy, iii. 
148. and IJO. Remarks to Mr Frazer Tytler on his < Prin- 
ciples of Translation,' iii. 154. Gives an account to'the 
Rev. Dr Laing of a proposed improvement in the art of mn- 
sic, iii. 158. Gives a cliaiacter of Mn Montagu to the same, 
on occasion of a premature report of her death, iii. l62. 
Dies, iii. l64. His epitaph, iii. l65. General remarks on 
' his writings, iii. l66. And character, iii. 176. His last will 
and tesUment, iii. Ipj. Abstract of the contents of his 
' Essay on Truth,' &c. iii. 246. 

Beattie, Mr David, i. 17. 38. iii. 295. 

Beattie, Mr James, the eldest son of the Doctor, recommended 
as an assistant and successor jn the professorship, iii. 15. Ac- 
count of his last illness and premature dealh, iii. 64. Publi- 
cation of his JJfe, Sec. iii. gi. Epitaph on, iii. 99. Method 
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taken by hia father to initiate him in the knowledge of a Su- 
preme Being, iti. 135. 

BeatHe, Mr Montagu, account of hit death and diaracter, iii. 
141. Epitaph oHj iii. lj(6. 

BeatHt, Mra, i. 137. ii. 330. 238. iii. 17S. 

Bem^ort, Duchest- Dowager of, ii, 350. 

BerkeUy, Bishop, existence of matter denied by, i. 838. 

Blaektock, Dr, Ode of, on the fefinements of metaphysical phi- 
losophy, i. 11£. Account of, iii. S,^, His epitaph, iii. 
331. 

BlackaxU, Dr, Principal of Muischal College, early dbtin- 
guishes Dr Bealtie, i. ig. 

Blair, Rev, Dr Hugb, writes a Vindication of the authenticity 
of Osaian's Poems, i, 16. Character of hia Sermons, ii. 
240. SOS. 

BoUiUr, Mr, some particulars of his history, iii. 24. Publishes 
a translation of Bonnet's ' Inquiries concerning Christiani- 
ty,' iii, 38. 

Bo», Ahb6 du, mistake in his ' Reflec^ona on Poetry and Punt- 
ing,' i. 206. 

Bmcawen, Mrs, i. 271. 

Borwtll, Mr, strictures on his " Life of Johnson," &c. iii. 371 • 
378. 382. 

BovidUr, Miss, character of her ^says, iii, p. Account of the 
author, ibid. 

Btmdltr, Mrs, iii. 10. 

Bomdltr, Mr, author of ' Reform or Ruin,' iii. 10. 

Btnedier, Mr Thomas, autiior of ' Letters written irom Hol- 
land," &c, iii. 11. 
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Bondler, Miss Harriet, ftuthor of ' Sermons on the Doctrines 
Bad Duties of Christiaoi^/ Ui. 11. 

jBoyrf, Hon. Mr, i. Il6. 

Bruce, Mr, character of his ' Travels into Abysunia,' iii, 80. 

Buciatt, Earl of, annual competition- pri>e given by, to the stu- 
dents of Marisclial College, Aberdeen, i. 20] . 

Burkf, Mr, remarks on his book oD the French revolution, iii. 
102. 

Bumey, Miss, iii. 33. 

Bursaries, nature of, in the University of Aberdeen, i. SO. 

Butler, Bishop, manuscript charge of, to the clei;gy of the dio- 
cese of Durham, ii. 223. 245. 



C. 



CoMor, Julius, excellence of, as a historian, &c. Vol. ii. p. 222. 

Califanda, improvidence of, brought as an argument, \>y some 
travellers, of their not being descended from the same first 
parents as the Europeans, ii. 122. 

CamtTon, Rev. Mr William, ii. lOO. 

CampbeU, Principal, character, &c. of, i. 3p. His Translation 
of the four Gospeb, ii. 289. 295. iii. 59. Last illness and 
dealh of, iii. 146, 

CarUik, Bishop of. See Lau, Dr. 

Carr, Rev. Mr, inscription to the memoi; of, ii. 145. Cha- 
racter, &c. of, iii. 279. 

porter, Mrs, i. 271. 

Cariaont of Raphael, remarks on, i. 271. 

CeiUn Benvennto, remarks on the history of, ii. 176. 
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Cenie, a French poem by D'Happoncourt, tnmslated by Dr 
Blacklock, i. 178. ' 

Ciaracter, perfect, no absurdity In proposing one for our imita- 
tion, i. jO. 

Cieiter, Bishop of. See Parteus, Rev. Dr. 

Chetterfitld, Lord, Dr Johnson's opinion of his instructions to 
his son, ii. 63. Generql remarks on his character, ii. 101> 

Christianity, distinguishing excellence of, i. 179* 

Ciriit's Kirk on the Green, inquiry concerning the author of, 
ii. S33. 

Church of England, the Archbishop of York's reasons for his 

preference of, i. SOS- 
Churchill, remarks on Dr Beattie's verses on the death of, i, 
87. 

Clariua, -Richardson's, what the professed design of, i. 47- 
Account of the principal characters in, i. 30. Estimate of 
the author's talents for the pathetic, i, 53. Remarks on bis 
style, &c. i. 56. 

Clark^s edition of Ctesar, iii. 13. 

Clasnci, ancient, not so completely taught in the Scottish as in 
the English universities, i. 383. Impossibility of jud^ng of 
their merits through the medium of a translation, tii. 33. 

Club, Theological, i. 39. 

C/aft,,Wise, i. 43. 

Cochbum, Mrs, remarks on her works, ii. 349. iii, 63. 

CoincidefKe of expression, &c. not unfrequent among authors, 
i. 67. 

Coleman, Mr, account of, ii. SOp. Expresses his happiness to 
Dr Seattle, that his version of Horace's Epbtles had obtained 
his approbation, ibid. 
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Cook, CaptEun, ciiaracter of, ii. 331. Not entitled to be called 
a philosopher, Recording to Lord Monboddo, ti. S95. 

Copley, picture of Lord Chatham's death by, ii. Z6Z, 

Cowper, Mr, the poet, his opinion of the writings of Dr Beattie, 
U. 319- 

Crabbe, Mr, author of the ' Vill^,' &c. ii. 306. 

Craig, Mr, projects a m'onunient to Thomson the poet, ii. l67. 

Craven, Lady, novel supposed to be written by, ii. S95. 

Creed, Mr, ii. 66. 



•D. 



Dalrymple,&iT David. See Hailet, Lord. 

Dartmouth, Earl of, presenU a memorial to the King in favour 

of Dr Beattie, Vol- i. p. 333. Introduces the Doctor to his 

Majesty at the levee, i. »40, 
Death, stupor generally precedtngi a merciful appointment of 

Providence, ii. 149. 
D«lany, Mrs, sketch of her history, i. 364. 
Dentna, his opinion of Voltaire's ' Henriade,' i. 162. 
Descriptiom, historical and poetjcal, difference between, i. 158; 
Despotitm, none so dreadful as diat of the rabble, iii. 79> 
Dohson, Mr, extract from his ' Faradisus Amissus,' iii. 156. 
Dreaming, probably answers some purpose of great importance 

to the welfare of mankind, ii. 235. 
Drvmmmd, Honourable and most Rev. Dr Robert Hay. See 

York, Archbishop of. 
Dryden, Mr, character of hii works, i. 64. 
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Dim, Dr 3oho, rector of the graromar-ichoot at Aberdeoi, L 

136. 
Dun, Mis3 Mary. See Beatlie, Mr*. 
Dutch language, translations of Dr Beattie's ' Essay on Truth,' 

publisLed in, at Haerlem, iii. 376. 
Dutiti, private, not to be sacrificed to the mere possibility of 

public advantage, ii. SS. 



£. 



Edinbargi, &11 of the North Bridge at, Vol. i. p. 185. Land- 
able impartiality of the magistrates of, in the election of pro- 
fessors in the university, ii. 1. 

Editor of a work, what liberties be tuay be permitted to take 
with the manuscript of an author, jii. 380. 

Ednam, monumeat proposed to be erected there to Thomson the 
poet, ii. 167. 

£iit(cii/iiHt,' private and public, advantages and disadvantages off 
contrasted, i. 231. 

Edwin, the hero of the Minstrel, Dr Beattie's own character de- 
picted in, i. ^63. 

Eloiae, Rousseau's, slrictures on, i. 6g. 

Elphinston^t ' Martial,' strictures on, ii. 288. 

England, opinion uf some statesnoen coneernii^ the comtitatioif 
of, iii. 317. 

EngUih language, difficult for tlie natives of Scotlatid to acquire 
the art of writing in it with elegance, li. l€3. 

Epigram on the King ef Prusua, ascribed to Voltaire, i. 154. 
On tiie Duchess of Gordon, ii. 269. 
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Efitafh on tbe late Sir WJIUam Forbes, J. 184. On the Rev. 
Mr Carr, ii. 145. On TbomsoQ the poet, ii. 172. On James 
Hay Dealtie, iii. 99. On Montagu Beattie, iii. 151. On Dr 
Beattie, iii. l65. On *****•***«, iit. 211. On Dr Blftck- 
lock, iii. 231. On Major Mercer, iii. 2*1. 

ErroU, E^rl of, Dr Beattie dedicates his first publication to, i. 
$6. Pedigree, character, &c. of, iii. 198. 

Erte, supposed to bave been once the universal language of 
Scotland, ii. l66. 

Examinations, catechetical, in tbe church of Scotland, ill cal- 
culated for conveying instruction to young persons, ii, 336. 



Fable and ftomance, abstract of Dr Beattie's Dissertation on, 
vol. iii. p. 273- 

Fakehoud, definition of, i, 101. 

Ferguisott, Dr Adam, extract from his prefatory advertisement 
to his lectures, iii, 124, 

Fergus, St, church, &c. of, i, 25. • 

Fingal. See Ouian. 

Fontaine's, La, ' Fables,'^5plen<lid edition of, iii. 13. 

Forbes, Sir William, commencement of his ac(|uaintance with 
Dr Beattie, i, pi. Erects a monument to the memory of his 
father, i. 178. His account of the publication of the ' Es- 
say on Truth,' i. 187, Is intrusted along with Dr Gregory, 
&c. with the revisal of the preface to the second edition of 
^Bt work, 1. 239. Is employed by the magistrates of Edin- 

' burgh to inrite Dr Beattie to a professorship in the unmrn> 

VOL. III. X 
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' tjTt >■• 3. Is appointed hy the Doctor, ahng with some other 
friends, curator for tiis cbjldien, ij. 238. Vindicates hinuclf 
from the charge of haviog advited Mr Bosnetl to publish his 
book of tba ' Sayings of Dr Johnson,' and remarks on the 
Doctor's ' Prayen and Meditatioat,' &c. ii. 378. 

Forbti, Rev. Mr, minister of Fordoun, i. 33. 3 1. 

Fordmm, village, at one time the reudence of Dr Beattia, where 
he taught the schmd, i. 33. Some of bit finest poetical de- 
scriptions copied from the romantic scenery in ttie- neighbour- 
hood of, i. a*. 

FouUt, Mr, elegant edition of Gray's Poems printed by, at 
Glasgow, i. 155. 

Francef people of, generally ignorant of the English government 
and character, i. 368. Best fitted for a monarchical govern- 
ment, iii. 66, Erroneous notions of liber^ prevalent among, 
at the commencement of the revolution, iii. 67. Remarks on 
Mr Burke's book on that event, iii, 103. 

Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, epigram on, i. IM. 

Fremay's Poem on Puinling, version o^ ii. 285. 

Fulham palace, a seat of the Bishop of London, dcccribed, iij. 
100. 



G. 



Garden, Mr, afterwards Lord Gardenstcne, the earliest patron 
of Dr Beattie, Vol. i. p. 29. 

Garriek, Mr, his excellence as an actor, i. 282. SUtue of 
Shakespeare erected by, ii. 113.~ His deatl) and character, 
iL igi. 193. 1^5, Menoin of his life, iii. 384. 
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. OuttM Park, B Mat of Sir William Mayne, ii. 106. 

Camdentio di Lucca, a novel written by Bishop Berkeley, ii, 
232. 

OflttiM, philosophical ami poetical, incompatibili^ of, i. 119, 

Gerard, Dr Alexander, soine account of, i. 42. 

OibbtM, Mr, tedious afl^tatton of his style, iir, Sf. 

eismmit, Mr Gray visits the Earl of St rath more at, l 89. 

Glenbetnie, Lord, ii. l62. iii. 1 13. 

GlenfiddieA, a hunting seat of the Duke of Gordon, ii. 201. 
348. 

eiatme, Dr, i. S9. 

Gletmie, Mr Geoi^, engaged as assbtant to Dr Beattie in teach-. 
ingbis class, iii. 130. 

Goldsmith the poet, Mrs PioEii't chancier of, ifi. 49. 

Gordon, Mr Baron, ii. 138, 

Gordon, Duchess of, ii. 177. Presents her picture Co Dr Beat- 
tie, ii. 276. 

Gordon, Lord Williain, introduces Dr Beattie to the Persee am- 
bassadon, ii. Z69. 

Grafton, Duke of, remarks on Mr Gray's ode for the installa- 
tion of, i. igr. 

Griy, Mr, the poet, visits Scotfend, where he forms, an ac- 
quaiotasce with Dr Beattie, i. 89, Character of, 'X 95. ] 
Ad cditWB of bis works puUivhed at Glasgow by Foulis, t. 
145. 155. Acknowledges the recdptofa copy of the 'Min- 
strel' from Dr Beattie, and criticises upon it, i. 254. En- 
trusts the publication of his posthumous works to Mr Mason, 
i, 878. Account of them, i. 28<^, 

Greece, Europe indebted to the ancient authors of, for her style 
and manner of composition, i. 304. 313. Supposed to hava 
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only newly emerged from barbarity at the time of tiie Tn>< 
jan war, i. 31S. 

Gregory, Dr John, account ot, i. 41. Complaini of tbe defe- 
rence paid to infidel writen. and advises Dr Beattie to ex- 
pose their doctrines, i, 134. 140. Informs the Doctor that 
Mr Hume has taken offence at his Essay ; and that he him* 
self has incurred that gentleman's displeasure, on the suppo- 
sition of being concerned in its publicaljon, i. 32S. A]i- 
proves of his treatment of Mr Hume, i. 344. His death) i. 
319- 

Grugtiy, Dr James, ii. 31. Epitaph on Dr Beattie, writte* 
by. iii. i65. 

Gregory, Miss, ii. SIS. 

Gregory, Mr William, ii. 381. 

Grotesquiad, i. 79- 

Guildford, Earl of, iii. U2. 



H. 



Haikt, Lord, account of ^ writings, &c. Vol, ii, p. 10. Ex- 
presses his wishes to Sir William Forbes, that Dr Beattie 
dould be induced to accept of a professorship in the univer- 

. sity of Edinburgh, ii. 1 3. 15. Regrets to the same the Doc- 
tor's refusal, ii. 26. 

Handel tbe musician, anecdote of, ii. 246. 

Hannibal ^t Carthaginian, anecdote of^ ii 273. 

Harley, Lady Margaret Cayeadith, See Portland, {)nclieB- 
powager of. 



b,Googlc 



INDEX. 325 

Harris, Mr, a Spanish Jesuit, publishes & pamphlet pretending 
to prove the lawfulness of the Elave-trade from the Scriptures, 
iii. 43. 46. 
Bawkemorth, Dr, remarks on the style, Stc: of, i. 181. 36T. 
ii. 102. • Strictures on some of hb writings, ii. 118. Some 
account of the author, iii. 337- 

Hayky, Mr, remarks on some of his works, ii. 384. Epitaph 
for Major Mercer, written by, iii. 241. 

Seberden, Dr, iii. 22. 

Henriadc, Voltaire's, remarks on, i, 156. 

Highlanderi, Scots, pretended second sight of,' accounted for, 
' i. 285. 

//owe. Rev. Mr, i. 177. 

Homer, distinguishing cbancteristic of his writings, i. 73. 

fioo/c'SkMr, translation of Ariosto, ii. 311> ' 

Boole, Mr, son of the translator of Ariosto, author of a poem 

. called ' Aurelia,' &c. ii. 305. 

Horace, contemporaries of Amphion and Orpheus supposed by 
him to have been mere savages, i. 318. 

Home, Dr, authoi- of ' A letter to Adam Smith, LL. D.* &c. 
ii. 87*- 

Hume, Mr, Or Beattie first induced to oppose the opinions of, 
i..l66. Character of his philosophy, i. 170. Account of 
the author, i. 208. Forms a resolution never to answer anyi 
of hb antagonists, i. 3S5. Sud by some to be represented 
in one of the figures in the allegorical painting of Dr Beattie, 
i. 356; Dies, ii. 141. Supposed to have peraevered in his 
opinions to the last, ii. 142. Account of his posthumous 
works, li. 209- Anecdote of, and Di Gregory, ii. 21 1. 
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Bimttr, Dr, beqiwMha an oti^nal pictore of I>r Arbotbaot !• 

Marischal College, ii. 3J8. 
Huntiey, Marquis of, ii. 306. 
Swtton, a seat of th« Bishop of Cheater, ifc«ribed, ii. Sift 

Domestic airangemeots t^ his lordship at, ii. 3S3. 
Bvrd, Dr. See WorceHer, Bilhop of. 



/awe* I. King of Scotlaad, reorans for lupponng him the author 

of ■ Christ's Kirk on the Green,' vol. ii. p. 127- 
Jamci't, St, cbsritable society established in the nei^faourfaood 

of, ii. 49. 
JamUvm, Rev. Dr, aitltor of an AxAatAo^cxl DJclioim;, in. 

296. 
Idea, a word which has perplexed many metajAjaicians, n.SST. 
Jaij/m, Soame, resiarks on his writings, ii. 1S6. 
Jerusalem Delivered. See Tatto, 
JUm£m and lecoveiy of liis Majesty, iii. Hi. S§. 
Imagination, best means of preserving in a cheerful and healthy 

state, iii. 267. 
Impromdeace oat a peculiarity of barbaraoi nUimu, ii. ISS. 
If^dtkty, bad tSerHs resulting from the deference paid to the 

Bd«»«(ctaf, i. )3*. 
Ingiit, Mrs, i, 2S1. . 

hucripHoM, sDOQUBtcMtd, &c. remarks an, ii. 169. S3S; 
InmnmAiHtif generally preceding death, a mcrcifnl appuubnent 

of Providanco, ii. 1*9. 
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Johuhaven, s fishii^ village in the county of Kincardine, ii. 215. 

Joknton, Dr Samuel, hii opinion of Lord Chesterfield'a ' In- 
structiona to tiis Son,' ii. 63. Character of the Scots mis- 
represented by, in his ' Journey,' ii, 104. Remarks on his 
prefaces to the English edition of the poets, ii, SOS. Advises 
Dr BeattJe to risit Engfand for the benefit of his health, H. 
S53. Is appointed one of Mr Thrale's executors, ii. i&J, 
Further renarin on his prefaces, ii, 287* Mr Soswetl's' 
' Sayings of,' censured, ii. 371. Character of his Prayers 
and Meditations, ii, S78. 388. What first induced him to 
read Milton, iii. 33. 

Jona, Sir William, character of his imitMionB of Asiatic poeby, ■ 
i. 308. 

Italian poetry, character of, ii. 107. 

Jutlgmait of Parts, i. 83. 



Katmtt, Lord, one of the causes of the popularity of his ^ Ele- 

meatf of Criticism,' Vol. i, p. 1«1. Of his ' Sketches,' ii. 

68. His death and character, ii. 393. 397- 
Keam, in Aberdeenshire, the burial-place of Lord Forbes's fe- 

mily, i. 178. 
Keith, Dr, iii. 28. 

Kent, comforUble condition of the peasantry in, ii. 337- 339> 
Kew, Dr Beattie has the honour of a private conference with . . 

their Majesties at, i. 347. 
Kilaloe, Dr Barnard, Bishop of, iii. 112. 
Kinnoul, Earl of, i. 328. 
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Langton, Mr, account of, Vol. ii, p. 265. 331. 

Language, Lord Monboddo's opinion con«rniiig the origin of, 

i. 324, AbHtmct ol Dr fieattie's theory of, iii. 369. 
Language, Engltsli, barbarous innovations of late introduced 

into, iii. 7S. 
Laughter, account pf Dr Seattle's Euay on, iii. 3€l. 
Law, taught in Scotland at the Universities of Edinburgh and 

Glasgow only, i, 385. 
Lav), Dr, Bishop of Carlisle, ground on which he attacks Dr 

Beattie in bis works, ii. 45. 
LatBrencekirk, some account of ^e village of,* u IS. School 

there, formerly tau^t by Ruddiman, i. 17. Church-yard 

of, probably described in a stanza of the ' MioEtrel,* i, 35. 
Leitci, two brothers of the name of, drowned in the Soudi Esfc, 

near Montrose, i. 63. 
Letttom, Dr, iii. 37. 
Levee, particular notice l«ken vf Dr Beattie by his M^esty at, 

i. 340. 
LUetig, poUtical, definition o^ iii. Oj". 
Liege, the common receptacle of all the beggars and va^bonds 

in the Netherlands, and why, ii. 54. 
Life, trials, &c. of, necessary to remind us of a superintending 

Providence, ii. 118. 
Liviitgitoii, Dr Thomas, ii. 258. 
Locke, Mr, confusion in which he was involved by the term 

idea, ii. 367. 
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London, Bishop of. See PoTtaa, Rev. Dr, 

Lmelaee, reouirke on the characler of, in Richardson's ' Cla- 

riiea/ i. 90. 
Lovith, Bishop, remarks on bis iraDslation of fsuah, ii. 197. 
Lucreliui,' Lord Monboddo's system of pbiinsophy borrowed 

from, i. 335. 
Lundie, Rev. Mr John, i>. IZT*. 
Lgtlelton, Lord, account of, i. 2i7. Approves of Dr Beattie's 

' Essay on Truth,' and censures severM late metaphysical 

writers, ibid. His eulogy on the ' Minstrel,' addressed ta 

.Mis Montagu, i. 349- His dea(b, i. 378. 



M. 



Mackenzie, Dr, of Drumsheugb, whimsical cause to which be 
attributes the errors of the later Platonists, Vol. ii. p. 16. 

Mackenzie, Mr, author of ' The Man of Feeling,' &c. iii, 391. 

Macpierton, Mi, (fontroversy concerning the authenticity of 
the poems published by him under the name of OswaD, U 79. 
These poems improperly styled ethic, i. 181, 

Majendie, Rev. Dr, prebendary of Worcester, in,troduces Dr 
Beattie to the King and Queen at Kew, i. 347. Informs Dr 
BeatUe Of the first part of his ' Minstrel' having been pre> 
sented to their Majesties, and expresses his approbatioD, of 
the composition, ii. 58. Delivers the second part of the 
' Minstrel' \a their Miyesties ; aci|uaint3 the Doctor of his 
promotion to a canonry at Windsor; and applauds his treat- 
ment of the sceptics in the ' Essay on Truth,' ii. 64, 

Manifield, Earl of, i. 2fl6. ii. 371. ' 
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Martial, Elphimtoii'a, u. 288. 

MtttoH, Rev. Mr, audior of < CsraeUcus,' informs Dr Beattie 
of hU having found several of his letters amoDg the papen of 
Mr Gray ; and requests to know bow they may be transBut- 
ted to him, i. 276. Is intrusted with the publieatkm of Mr 
. Gray's posthumous works, i. 278. 

Mayne, Lady, account of, ii. 36. Informs Dr Bcattie of Mr 
John Pitt's oStt of a living in the church of Engluid ; and 
gives an account of a charitaUe society instituted in the 
neighbourhood of St James's, ii. 48. 

Meamt, or Kincardineshire, remarkable pecuUarity leepecting 
the names of places in, ii. l66. 

Memory, &:c. Dr Beattie's Essay on, iii. 26i. 

Mania, Mr, of Culdares, iii. 2*5. 

Mtrcei; Major, account of, i, 35. ii. 181. iii. 338. Epitaph oit, 
iii. 2*1. 

Jlfercer, Mn, ii. 181. 

Merrick'* version of the Psalms, defects of, ii. 184. 

Mtuiak, Hindel's, anecdote concerning, ii. 846> 

Mttaphyiict, inimicid to true science, i. 115. 

Metattario, character of his operas, i 12S. Translation of b 
passage from the ' Artaxenea' of, i. I4t4. ' Letter of, on the 
comparative merits of Tasso ajid Ariosto, tit. S^T. 

Mirror, origin of the publication of, iii. 369. 

Monboddo, Lord, commencement of Dr BeatUe*i acquaintancA 
with, i. 30. Account of his Essay on the ' Origin and Pro- 
gress of Language,' i. 32i. Curious opinions of, i. 326. ii. 
325. His violent predilection for Greek, &c. li. 294. Sin- 
gular taste in music, iiJ. 159. 
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McMagti, Mrs, infonm Dr Gregory of her having reeommend- 
ed the ' Minstrel' to all her acquaintance, i. 351. Some ac- 
count of her, i. 270. Reasons she gives for the exag^rated 
metaphorical style of the Orientals, i. 312. Congratulates Dr 
Beeitie on the honours he reoNved %t Oxford; and deicriba 
the happiness of rural retirement, i. sSjf. Remarks on 
Jones's i^tatioHs of Asiatic poeUy, i. St6. ChanicteT of 
the Duchew of Portland/ ii. 57. Of Sir Joshua Reynoldt, iL 
59. Cenrarea a practice of the modem French antbon. >■' 
6e. Remarks on the ' Minstrel,' i). 6I, 6S. Gtvee hn- 1^- 
nioD of the character. Sec. of Lord Chesterfield and Mr 
Hawkesworth ; and informs Dr Beattie of the recovery of 
the Duchess of Portland from illness, ii. 101. Acknow- 
ledges her belief in a protecting Providence ; ^ves an ac- 
count of her visit to the Archbishop of York, and of her itf 
tended tour to Prance, ii, 1 14. ' Eulogy on Mr Garrick, ii. 
19s. Describes some of bbe occupatiuna of rural life; aod 
ncborte Dr Besttie to collect and publi&h his lectures, ii. 218. 
Her character, by Dr Beattie, itn occasion of a premature re- 
port of her death, iii. l6t. 

MoiUetquieu, opinion of, concerning the j&ngli^ constitution, ii. 
,317. The first who gave his countrymen an ide» of civil U* 
berty, iii. 66, 

Hoore, Dr, Archbishop of C^terbuiy, ii. iSS. 

Moore, Miss Hannah, i. 273. ii. 333. 

Mvaau't ' Loves of Hero and Leander,' i, 67. 

MtitK, ifflprovemcot in, propoead, iii. 158. 
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Necettily, argumenti in fsToar of, difficult to be overcome, 

Vol. i. p. 221. 
Newtoit, Biihop, bit ' Dinertatioiu on tbe Propbede*,' iii. 83. 
Norlk Bridge, at Edinbni^, mtotsI persons lulled by tbe fall 



of, i. ISJ. 
Hforti, Lord, i. 831. iij. 11?. 



O. 



Ode, by Dr Blacklock^ on the refinements of roetapbysical pfai- 
losopby, Vol. i. p. 115. To Peace, by Dr Beattie, iii. 204. 

OgUvU, Rev. Dr John, minister of Midinar, i. 46. 

OreUana, allied stupidity of some nations on the banks of, ii. 
122. 

Orieniak, reason why their compositions are so foil of exagge- 
rated metaphor, i. 303. 312. 

Urvumd, duke of, eulogy of, on bis son, liie Earl of Ossoiy, iii, 
91. 

OtstoH, extravagant opinion at first formed of the poems ascri- 
bed to, i. 71. Defects of, i. 74. View of the controversy 
concerning the authentici^ of, i. 75. 

Otaheite, manners of the natives of, probably mnrepresented by 
Dr Hawkesworth, ii. 1 1$. 

Oughton, Sir Adolphus, account of, i. 305. Informs Dr Beat- 
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tie that his Majesty had expressed die highest ^probation of 
biB ' Essay on Trvtb,' i. 305. 
Oxford, manaer of coofeniDg d^jrees at, J. 344. 



Pamtiag, allegorical, of Dr Beattie, Vol. i. p. iSS. snd 377< 

PapisU, some practices in use among, worthy to be adopted by 
Protestants, i. 18S. 

Partnthtiii, remarks on the use of, i, S6, 

Percy, Dr, sends Dr Beattie a copy of Dr Porteus's Seimons, i. 
390, Gives him the character of the author, i. 291. 

Ptrtte amtiBssadors, manners, appearance, &c. of, described, ii. 
269. 

Peterktatl, a fiivourite resort of Dr Beattie's, ii. 86. 

Petrarch, his passion for Laura of a less permanent and over- 
whelming nature than is generally supposed, ii. 277. Rea- 
sons whence that conclusion is drawn, ii. 378. Had an alln- 
siou perhaps in many of hb sonnets to the poetical laurel, ii.'. 
280. 

Pkilipi, Ambrose, character of, as a writer, iii. 73. 

PhiJosofhy, sceptical, dangerous tendency of, i. 131. 

PinkertoK, Mr, his History of Scotland, iii. l6t. 

Piazzi, Mrs, her character of Goldsmith, iii. 49. 

Pitt, Mr John, i. 345. Makes Dr Beattie an offer of a living 
in the church of England, ii. 48. 

Piit, Right Honourable William, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
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flm for uniting tlie twa ctMega m. Abetdeen, ii. 387. For 
publishing the prose worlts of Addiwn, iii. I. 

FlatoHuti, latter, whimuckl estne Asugtwd for their errors, ii. 
16. 

Poetry, sentimental, remarki on, i. S6i. 

PoeU, not always the best judges of their own compositions, 
t.6l. 

Pollock, Dr, i. 23. 

Paori-ratet, in England, exorbitant amotint of, ii. JS, 

Pope'* ' Essay on Man,' character of, i. 120. 

Partem, Rev. Dr, rector of Lambeth, account of, i. Spi. Ex- 
presses the warmest approbation of Dr Beattie's ' Minstrd' 
and < Essay on Tratb,' i. 393. Makes him an offer cf a 
living in the church of England, ii. 77- Congratulates him 
on his escape from a'dangi-rous accident, ii. 135. Is pro- 
moted to tfae btsbupric of Chester, it. 1 54. His remarks on 
Robertson's * History of America,' ii. 159. Is translated to 
the see of LoDdon, iii. 9U. Condole* with Dr Beottie 00 
the deatl) of his two sons, iit. 134. 144 

Perthmd, Duchcas Dowager o^ i. 335. 339. >>■ 38a 368. 

Potter's ^schylus, ii. 191. 194. 330. 

Priestley, Dr, iiitiniateB to Dr Beattie his intention of remnric- 
ing on his writings, ii. 73. Remarks on his ' Institates of 
Religion,' ii. 90. PuWahcs his ' Examination of Dr Reid's 
Inquiry into th« Human Mind,' Sta. ii. 96. 

Prior, Mr, lowe woifcs of, in manuscript, in the posseSBio| of 
the Duchess Dowager of Portland, y. 369. 

Praotdtnce, ^uperintmding, reflections on, ii. 103. 119. 12^. 

Prvma, epigram on Frederick the Great, King of, i. 154. 
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PuUmody of the church of Scotland, plan proposed for the im- 
provement of, ii. 138. 

Ptatrtu, B V^ry simplR metrif:al vernoD of, Tecommended, ii. 
183. 

pMbUcmtioM, periodical, merits of the principal appreciated, iii. 
237. 289. 

Purcet, the musician, anecdote o^ ij. 189. 



Ramtey, the Rev. Mr, one of the fint who drew the attention 
of the public towards the slave-trade, Vol. iii. p> 68. 

M^hael, remarlcs on the cartoons of, i. 206. 

Aeoiii'flf, desultory, bad effects of, i. 180. 

RetuoH, the foundation of eveiy sepentmctOM both in monlit/ 
and religion, iii. 124. 

Reid, Dr Thomas, some account of, i, 40. Remariis on hi* 
book on ' The Active Powers of Man,' iii. 37- 

Rctiraiiait, rural, &vourable to virtuous difipoaitions, L 370^. 

Revelation alone affords distinct views ot the Divine attiibvtei, 
iii. 13J. 

RecolutioR, French, rsmarks'on, iii. 66. 7t< 76. 79* 

Rtym/Ut, Sir Joshua, description of his all^orical painting ol 
Dr Beatde, i. 305. Ui> character as a painter, Stc. s6o. 
Infoims Dr fieaitie of his being employed in finishing his 
picture; and Uiat Mr Hume is oflemled, snpponng biauelf 
r^resented in one of the figures, ii. 44. Description of his 
painting of the In&nt Hercules strangling the serpents, Ui. 8. 

Riciarelton, Mr, character of his works, i, 48. Seo ClaritM. 
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AtJifocft, Rev. Mr, one of the ministen of St Paul's chapel, 

Aberdeen, death of, ii. 200. MaDuscript sermoiu of, pre- 
pared for publication by Dr Beattie, ii. 238. 
Robertton, Dr, remarks on his ' History of America,' ii. 159. 
Robinsom, Dr, Archbishop of Armagh, endows an uoiversity 

there, iii. 65. 
Rodney, Lord, iii, 33. 
Romance, dangerous tendency of, iii. 377- 
Rome, to what the long duration of the consular government id, 

may be attributed, ii. 301. 
Rtmteka, a Grecian dance of great anUijuity, still practised io 

tJie Levant, iii. 245. 
Rosa, Alexander, author of the ' Fortunate Shepherdess,' some 

account of, i. 151. His poem introduced to notice by Dr 

Beatlie, iii. 235. 
Rothes, Countess Dowager of, ii. 267. 
Rotmeau, dangerous tendency of his ' Eloisa,' i. 69. Remarks 

on some of his miscellaneoiis works, i. 138. Character of, 

i. 311. 
Rvhislaas, den of, a romantic spot in the neighbourhood of 

Aberdeen, ii. 208. 237. 
Rutldiman, Mr, the grammarian, formerly taught school at 

Lawrencekirk, i. 17. Anecdote of, ii. 204. 
Rush, Dr Benjamin, procnses Dr Seattle's admission into the 

American Philosophic^ Society, ii. 39*. 
Ruael, Dr James, Dr Beattie invited to a professor's chair in 

the university of Edinburgh, on the death of, ii, 1. 
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Sandltford, a tetx of Mn Montagu, in Beriuhire, Vol. ii. p. 339. 

Smoyard curate, Rousseau in his creed of, seeins to approve of 
the genius, &c. of Christianity, i. 312. 

Sctpticum, folly and incomistent^ of the doctrines of, i. 109^' 
Bad effects of the deference [raid to the advocates of, 1. 134. 
Extraordinary success of, a subjectof regret, i. 143. 

Schooli, parochial, great utility of, i, 17. 

Scott, character of, misrepresented by Dr Johnson, ii. 104. 

Scott-mill, near Peterhead, the residence of the ancestors of Dr 
Arbuthoot, ii. 992. 

Seott, John, of Amwell, account of, ii.'217. 282. Infonns Dr 
Beattie of his having finished liis poems; and requests hts 
opinion concenung them, 283. Remarks on Hayley, Dry- 
den, Mason, and-thepreiJBcesofDt Johnson, ii. 284. Ap- 
proves of the Doctor's ' Dissertations,' ii. 301. Informs him 
of his intended publication of Critical Essays on several cele- 
brated poems, ii. 303. Remarks on some recent publica- 
tions, ii. 305. 

Scotticimu, remarks on, ii. l63. 302. 

Steond-tight, supposed, of the Scotch Highlanders accounted 
for, i. 385. 

ScolliSh dialect, great variation of, in the different counties, ii. 
l6S. 

Scripturet, excellence of the English trauslation of exemplified, 

. ii. 198. 

VOL. III. T 
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Src, genius of each best adapted to its own particular duties, 

iii. 33. 
Skake^eart, distinguuhing chancterittic of his worfcs) i. 73. 

-Vindicated from some alleged improprieties in bis tragedies, 

i. SU. Attention to Ute rights of humanity, a peculiar fea- 
ture in bu vritingi, li. 123. Superb editi<Ht of the works of, 

iU. 12. 
JSieridai^* • life of SwiA,' ii. 365. 
Siddont, Mrs, character, tec. of, ii. 323. 
Sinumea, authentic documents respecting the diacovery, &C. of 

America deposited at, ii. l60. 
SimpHdig of style, remarks on, ii. 100. 
Skene, Dr, installed in a professorship in Mariscbal College on 

the same day with Dr Beallie, t. 36. 
5i)iw«r, Bev. Mr John, i. 40. 
^vt'trade, a stun on the British character, iii. 36. Attempt 

to vindicate it by Mr Harris, a Spanish Jesuit, iiL 42. Sone 

of its abuses begun to be rectified, iU. 44. 
Smilh, Dr Adam, i. 310. 
SmoUet, Dr, monument erected to, on the banks of Loch<Lo- 

mond, ii. 172. 
Society, what state of, most Carourable to human happiness, i. 

139. 
Sodtty, Philosophical, at AbndeeD, membets, regulations, &c« 

of,, i. 38. 
Soeittg in London for relief of distressed and deserving objects, 

account of, ii. 49. 
Sotander, Dr^ disavows some of Hawketworth's narratioi^ ii. 

119. 
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Si^liide, bad efiecia mttltii^ from too mncti indalgence of, i, 

373. 
Soai, hamsD, supposed byDrLsw, Bnhop of Csrlisle, tore- 

BUUD in a state of anconsciousness between death and Ac re* 

surrectioD, ii. 46. 
Sptnier, lemarks on the stanza of, i. 113. Heasonwhyhts 

works are to little read, i. 253. 
Stemtrt, Dr, professor of mathetnatics in Mariscbal College, 

Aberdeen, i. 42. 
Steaarl, Professor Dugald, cncomiunuof, on the writings of 

Dr Beattie, iii. 233. 
StrdKoK, Mr, blamed foi printing tin mamncript of Dr John- 
Bon's ' Mentations,' &c. verb^m, ii. 380. Illiberal s^og 

of Dr Johnson conceniiDg, ii. 383. 
Stratford-upon- JvoH, statue of Sbahetpeare erected at, hj Mr 

Garrick, ii. 113. Curious incident rdating to, iMJ, and 

117. 
StrtUhmvre, Earl of, visited at Gtanunis by Mr Gray, i. 89. 
StiOng^eel, Mr, i. 271. 
Slifte in writing, remarks on, i. 99- 
Saffi, Dean, chancter of EUieridan't Life of, ij. 365. 



Tatto, chsntcter of his ' Jerusalem Delivered,' Vol. i. p. 84. 

IHffetent translations of a pasaage of, compared, i. 126. 
Tatler, remarks on a new editien of, iii. 77. 
Tojfhr, Dr, pobiiihes in his own name a Tolume of Semtom 

snspccted to be wiitten by Dr JohnsoD, iii. 53. 
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Titory of Langnoge, Dr Beattie'i, abstract of, iii 369- 

TAomton, Rev. Mr, mimster of Lawrencekirk, i. 18. 

TionuoK, Mr, thepuet^ anecdote of, i. SS. Manameot of, pro- 

. jected, ii. 167. laacriptioD ibr, furnithed by Dr Bcattie, ii. 
178. 

Thrak, Mr, iii. 49. , 

Thraie, Mn. See Piotzi. 

Trail, Dr, Biihop of Down and Connor, i. 40. 

Trail, Rev, Dr Robert, i. 43, 

TtmeUert, inoderD,,iQ what respects their relations are to be 
truited, i. 368. Most of Ibem evince a diapoution to re- 
commend licentious theories, ii. 119. Obstacles to their b^ 
coming acquunted with the manners, laws, &c. of remote 
countries, ii. 130. 

TravtlUng, on the utility of, ii. 300. 

Truth, definition of, i. 101. What the ultimate staoJaid of, 
ibid. Abstract of Dr Beattie's £»ay on, iii. 346. 

Tmukn, Lady, ii. 339. 333. . 

Tytkr, William, of Woodhouielee, i. 147. Character, works, 
iic.of, iii. 333. 

Tj/tler, Mr Frazer, Lord Woodhouselee, his ' Principles of 
Tranilation,' iii. 154. Enumeration of his writings, iii. 203. 
Hb estimate of the comparative merits of the translations of 
Virgil's Eclogues, by Dryden, Warton, and Beattie, iii, 213. 



Valencia, Lord, last advice of his lather-in-law, Lord LyiUiioB, 
to, Vol. i. p,S79. .< 
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.fWm/iM, Miss Mai^Kt, ii, 333. 

Falentine, Mrs, death of, iii. 130. 

Vemrittart, Or, eolog^um on Dr Beattie, pronounced by, on the 
loner's receiving the degree of Doctor of Lawi from the uiu- 
venity of Oxford, i. 344. 

Veity, Mrs, i. 270. 

Virgil, remarks on the different translations of the Bucolics of, 
i. 64, On some of the characters in, ii. 139. Translatioix 
of his Eclogues by Dryden, Warton, and Beattie, compared, 
ui. 214. 

I^nivtrtities, Engli^ and Scottisli, modes of education in, com- 
pared, i. 382. 

Univertitie*, English, advantages attending the node of educa- 
. tioQ at, i. 383. 

Voltaire, epigram on the King of Fruuia, ascribed to, i. IS*. 
Criticism on bis ' Henriade,' i, 156. 



W. 

Walpole, the Hon. Horace, Vol. iii. p. 113. 

Warttm, Dr Joseph, his edittoa of Pope's works, iti. 159. 

WiOerforct, Mr, iii. 115. 

WilUamon, Rev. Mr, i. 138. 

Wihon, Mr, iii. 61. 

WUtchattr, Dr Thomas, Bishop of, informs the Rev. Dr Por- 
teus of his having a living which he wishes Dr Bcattie to ac- 
cept, ii. 85. 

Wiie Club, i. 43. 
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Worcetter, Dr Hurd, Btsfaop of, viwIinUei AddiMm from s 
charge brought agaiwt bim by Pope, ii. 9^. list of his 
wntiDga, ii. 971- 

Worht of tneiit tooner or Utet obtain tfae ipprubMiMi of the 
public, i. 204. 



y. 



Yakooi, nhat SiriftT* intgntion in Ui secomit of, Vol. ii. p. 965. 

York, Dr Hay Drammond, Archbishop of, nigge^la to Dr 
Beattie the nuDistry ot the Church of England, u well tnited 
to hit qualifications and way of thinking, i. 308. Gi*a his 
reasons for preferring that church to every other, i. 309. 
Congratulateg the Doctor on his receiving a diatingui^ed 
(oark of royal approbation, i. 380. 

Young, Dr, cheerfulneH of his disposition no way affected 
while composing his ' Night Thoughts,' ii. 179. 



I'fiiitcd bj June) BiUsnlynt & Co. 
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